Is This the Most Stylish
Basement Renovation Ever?

Fair warning: The spectacular way designer Lisa Kooistra transformed
her clients' once-gloomy underground space will have you itching to
reimagine your own basement ASAP.

Keep in mind: Price and stock could change after publish date, and we may make
money from these affiliate links.




How to Maximize Style, Sustainability and
Space

When Ontario, Canada-based designer 88 Kooistra reimagined this
1,800-square-foot home, she knew she'd have to get creative, The
energetic yvoung family of four living here craved bright, versatile spaces
that could grow with them {and stow their stuff with style), and their
dark, leaky 570-square-foot basement wasn't pulling its weight.

Lisa partnered with local craftspeople, sourced durable, eco-friendly
building materials and sourced locavore Toronto decor to transform all
three floors of this home from the bottom up, Today the basement is the
home's signature feature — and it now boasts office space, a home gym,
a walk-in pantry, wine storage, a reading nook and a multipurpose family
raam, When it comes ta underground living space, she's proven the sky's
tha limit.



Use Rich Materials to Make a Strong First
Impression Foyer

Transitiomal spaces like this foyer benefit from touchable textiles just as
much as cozy gathering areas do. "We wanted o create a sense of luxury
with chenille and velvet fabrics throughout,” Lisa says. With the lozenge-
shaped auberging bench, "the idea was to add this fabric with a sense of
impact and to help add a statement in the nawly-designed antry.”

That impactful shade afso has significance to her clients, one of whom is
Indian. “This color Is rich but still neutral and has some unigue mMeanings,”
Liss explaing, “Purple is associated with spirituality, the sacred, higher
salf, third eye, fulfillment and vitality. Purple helps align onesealf with the
whale of the universe”



Adding a Wall Can Increase an Open Space’s
Functionality

Throusgh flow-angatns lpouts ane massvely populs Lisa snd hor clients
wiene dopss thar intatuaied with how the Rome’s Frong-door sight line
carrsed @il the wery throwgh s ground Moo The solubion? Dedding tha
entry and living aroas 'with a wall {adorned on this side with a seasde
panting? added storage and created a place 1o pouss

| ke By b g [Ehe lageciak] as-&6 thad wou wosuld wadl imoand have a
lsck of siorage Dud afs0 soe directly wbo Ehe sichen and the back of the
nirw sochionsd ™ Lize recalls. “The clants had mentoned thal fhey
sErugpie=d wikh bookirsg a2 homies wath a-similer footprnt. | had this Aba
msamreent and Ehaoughl [Ehe wall ) wiould be such o great addition 1o the
space. Thes way we could soive ab ihess problemrs and »dd a beawtiful
venli-dessgrasd enbry that thiey can enjoy”

READ MORE: How 10 Crale a Flaor Sam and Fummrume Layegt Tae Yer
Livirg Raam



Hire a Pro to Create the Stop-and-Drop of
Your Dreams

Lisa enlisted RusticHouse Interiors, a local woodworking team, to create
the bespoke storage space her clients craved,. They and their little
daughters now have a warm, stylish spot to sit and stow outerware, as
wiell as umnder-bench cubbies for additional items.

SEE MORE PHOTOS: 20 Ways to Keep Wet-Weather Muck Out of Your
Entryway
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For Kid-Friendly Dining, Pair Wipeable
Surfaces With Textural Accents

The pretly and practicsl dimng area combines visgal pzazz for Morm and
Dad with rough and ready durability for thair little daughtors. “Wa
naaded this space 1o be vary Family-Tnendly, S0 we found the parfect
dining table with a ceramic stone top.” Lisa says. "That made it stain
rasisTant and easy o Wwipse We then lfound these fum mobded chairs that
wiould B wipgable for the keds, [For] the end chairs, we werde able 8o find
& lun, Baautiful chair that complamentad the simplicity of the alher onet,
Tha unigquia wovon back that you can see when waiking into the room
adds interast ™ A siylish mixed dining sel thal maxirmizas lunclion: wan-
Wi

EEE MORE PHOTOS: Family-Friendly Home Decorating kdoas
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Anchor the Living Room With Art That
Establishes |ts Palette

Wikes Liza found the artwark i hanging above the sectional, she kisw
the had a et on her hands that would oome [0 delune the color palette of
the entire spaca, “The colors wara calming and the clients loved [his
painting,” she recalls. “We got this piece custom-made in a large format
lo créate impact i the space, The art s the overall ook and feil Tar 8
room with the exact color paleite” For the sectonal itself, she chosa a
saft polyaster chamile that could repel stains and sunyive the exubarance
al two active littie Girls. The poufs beside i€, in turm, are a durable wool
blend, "the wowen Tabric with the black halpe 10 e 8 maty olher black
algmants i the diang room,” S aEplaing,

READ MORE: 1D Bast Sectional Safas for Every Space
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Invest in Tech That Complements Your Decor

If camouflaging your television isn't an option, consider upgrading to a
unit that can go toe-to-toe with a gallery wall. Here, Lisa hung a Samsung
Frame (with a picture-frame trim and a display that cycles through art
when it's not in use) to complement the living room's minimalistic
fireplace surround and oak flooring.

READ MORE: How to Hide Your TV in Plain Sight + Save on Style



Keep It Simple on the Coffee Table

This lovely, bespoke oak coffes table — created by the same team that
crafted the floating bench and panaling in the antryway — needs little n
thee wiy of embellishment, Liss created a tone-on-tone display of baby's
breath o an earthenware vase, masble coasters and a trio of design
books topped with a curvaceous caramic sculptura,

EEE HORE PHOTO®S: 15 Designer Tips for Styling Your Coffee Table



Soften Hard-Working Areas With Extra-
Touchable Fabrics

Lisa returned to her “mostly work and some play® formula to finish the
exigting kitchen, where sheek alaments like a full wall of tHe stainless stesl
apphances and minimallst cabinet hardware called for a comfarting
counterpart, She tucked nubbly stogls under the island's guartz
countérbsp to ntreduce some softness, then added & pantry that
maiched tha cabénets to help keep that countertop clear

EEE MORE PHOTOE: Kitchen Saating Ooliont: Mags for Chairs and
SEanls
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Keep Your Eyes Peeled for Storage
Opportunities

In reimn@ineng tho Dacemsent, Lisa mada seary sl nch of tha now-
inviting space count The 54234 callar behind o custom glags door
leatures cusionm ook Sioraps that accommpiales =D 1o BO botikes of
wirg. The handsomee trio of pardls whder the sfaers, In turn, swing open to
nevpal S for arrant foye

SEE MORE PHOTOS: 12 Croatved Ways to Use tha Space Undor Your
Gl
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Lighten Up the Basement With Versatile
Pieces and Pale Tones

With apologied bo TOS-ars chilloul Cavid B Ghodmy Game robma,
comMemporary batements should rmlect the overall sesihetics of the
home In developing the largest part of hier cliends’ basement as & lounge
snd movie-night anea, Liss chass customizations and peeces that mifect
thair homa's ground and second Boors amnd aotapd &1 will 10 SpOnanEcUS
0w BITUALHINSE

“We added o large ard desp o7 bul Knew @ would be wery Lghl with a
lat more fumidune” she explyns. “We wall-mounted the TV urét and
added white ook arouwnd it for . custom koosc ™ Ottomans can sorve a8
et seatinegg anywhere, and the swivel chair can supplement 1he bar arca
af Chad TV PR “Wa M50 fodd §0me UL, g a-L0alt AFtwork of [he
@irls aver Ersp 4aMa BRChuse (R 6 A shared spess and play el Kespng
1R diaie hghl and foating Soms &F [he Tumifurg &nd mlwdrk halped to
achigve [that] feel”



Don't Skimp on Decor in Functional Spaces

The fantastically clever basemsent gym features a space-defining, sound-
muffling glass wall and door, equipment galore, recycled-rubber flocring
and playful fine-art photography. “These were the clients’ pleces and thay
wire fun and added a nice vibe in the gym area,” Lisa says



Let Your Desk Have Pride of Place in a Multi-
\Use Space

"This basement needed to be very functional, and the husband needed a
small area to work,” Lisa explains, "l didn’t want to put a desk in one of
the corners, 0 we ended up emphasizing this area and making it part of
the open area” She created a layered vignetie by pairing a Scandinavian-
style white ocak writing desk with a decorative leather chair, then defining
the space with framed art, an angular floor lamp and an organic area rug.



Experiment With Color on Bar Cabinets

Drazzied by vivid kitchen cablinets but unsura if you're ready to commit to
a fioor-to-ceiling hue? Smaller storage arrays like these bar cabinets offer
a lower-stakes appoartunity (o explore your feelings about straying from
nautrals. The paint Lisa chose here — Evergrasn Fog, Sherwin-\Wilkams's
2023 Colar of the Yoar — is BoEh on-trend and subtle anough o stand
the test of tima.
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To Qutfit Secondary Serving Areas, Think
QOutside the Kitchen

Lisa's clients wanted this space to centralize entertaining supplies and
feel fun for their kids, so she leaned into rich metallics and pale wood
that reflected the luxe, playful Scandinavian aesthetic she developed
throughout the home. "The wall sconces had a funky and fun vibe to
them,” she explains. The gold cabinet hardware had a similar feel; "|
found that they looked more like furniture hardware than cabinet
hardware,” she says.



Turn an Extra Closet Into a Reading Nook

Lisa's reconfiguration of her clients' spaces was so successful that she
was able to convert a closet in the basement into a sweet reading spot
for their girls. Sage green paneling (once again, Sherwin-Williams
Evergrean Fog) adds subtle texture and makes the space feel special,
shelves provide a place to stash favorite titles — and custom white
cabinets with unique leather pulls located to the right of the nook
conceal the area's heavy-duty storage. "Behind the doors we added pull-
out wire bins, shelves, cubbies and drawers for all the kids' crafts and
toys,” Lisa says.



Qutfit the Basement With an Extra-Tough
Version of Your Home's Flooring

The pale, engineered oak already covering the first and second floors was
pretty durable stuff, but Lisa decided to go one better in the basement.
Her team installed ready-for-anything vinyl with a tone and grain that
match its look.



Load Up on Pillows to Make a Tiny Space
Sing

The impulse to install this nook's reading lamp and call it a day on decor
is understandable. Every inch counts here, right? But it stops short of
making the space magical, and Lisa accomplished that by piling on
fabulous toss pillows and hanging not one but three diminutive frames

above them. “We found those vintage pieces of art and hung them in an
organic pattern that would be fun for the girls,” she explains.



Arrange Dried Greens in Less-Visited Areas

& sweet, simple spray of mixed eucalyptus branches in an oversized
Mason jar are the ideal accent for the basement’s activity table: it makes
an otherwise-utilitarian space feel sweeter, and it'll look just as lovely as it
does now if it sits undisturbed for a few weeks {or monthst!),



Pair an Ethereal Print With Gleaming Gold in
the Powder Room

The once-grim basement bathroom is now lighter than air, thanks to
atmospheric Cole & Son Nuvolette wallpaper and rich matallics that carry
through the mirror, sconces, hardware and vanity accessories. Lisa left
the reom’s neutral porcelain flooring in place, then updated the vanity
with crearny paint that complements the clouds scudding across the
walls.



Apply Curio-Shelf Style Moves to Beautify a
Pantry

Lisa chose an elegant neutral tone (Sherwin-Williams City Loft) and luxe
geometric hardware for the basement pantry’s shelves and cabinet, then
arranged humble kitchen staples with the same eyve for balance and
aesthetic appeal one usually associates with living rooms and libraries,
Who knew onions and spuds could be the ultimate objels?



Use Gentle, Enveloping Off-White to Create a
Restful Bedroom

Lisa created cohesion throughout the home Dy tinting the walls off-white
= here, Benjamin Moore's Cloud Cover — to let furniture serve as s focal
points. In the primary suite, that strategy foregrounds this gorgeous
sleeping space. Just as the landscape photo downstairs provides a
palette for the living roam, this throw tells the room's bedtime story. “The
faux fur had all the {ones in it that wa neaded in the space.” she axplains



Build an Extravagant Bed and Keep the Rest
of the Room Simple

Once Lisa had chosen that throw, she kept on going (and going). “We
added velvet pillows from Tonic Living and bedding from Urban
Outfitters with a white linen comforter and a dark silk coverlet from Crate
& Barrel,” she recalls. "The drapery i5 a white linen and the bed is a cream
valvet, We used a lot of velvet, silk and faux furs in this room!"



Mount Sconces on the Bathroom Mirror to
Maximize Light and Space

The piate mirror that doubles as a rear wall in this bathroom suite reflects
the sleek, architectural sconces Lisa chose to illuminate the area and
bounces around the natural light pouring in from the room beyond it.
Why mount a framed looking glass when you can create a grand effect

like this?



Use Vintage and Neutral Pieces to Add
Timeless Style in Kids' Bedrooms

“W lika creating rooms that kids can grow Into,” Lisa says, “This can
mean adiding main myvestment pieces thal are in seutral tones while
letting the kids add their own personality with decor, péllows and art.™
The wintage req (which the clients’ daughtes oved) was a first find; Lisa
thien sowrced the removable wallpaper on Etsy and carried its warm
blush tone Inte blackout drapary Danals




Choose a Child's Bed That's Sleepover-Ready

Cine of the room’s coolest features is a rather subtle one: the locally-
made bed incorporates a trundle. "“Monte is the brand, and they are a
sustainable, green company,” Lisa notes, The spectacular white juju hat
mounted above the bed brings the drama and continues the family's
aesthetic. "We used a lot of unigue pieces, finds and textures throughout
the home, so adding a unique piece like this feathered headdress over
the daughter’s bed made for a good story,” she says.



Bring a Favorite Item Into Your Kids'
Bathroom

The charming, whiskered fellow beside the bathroom mirror infuses the
room with personality. "This was a cute print that the clients had for
[their] daughters,” Lisa explains. "Then we added some fun wall lights to
bring in the gold in this space.”



