
B U I L D I N G  T H E  P E R F E C T

WEDDING DAY
TIMELINE

Whether  you choose to do a f i r s t  look or  the
t radi t ional  (not  see ing each other  unt i l  the br ide walks

down the a i s le) ,  I  w i l l  work wi th you to create the
perfect  wedding day schedule .  Take a look at  the

examples  be low to get  a genera l  idea of  when to p lan
for  photos  on your  wedding day .

_________________________________

M I C H E L L E  K E N N A U G H  P H O T O G R A P H Y



This includes time for hair and makeup, getting dressed, and
capturing detail shots of the wedding attire, rings, and other
accessories.

Allow time for you and your partner to have a private
moment and capture photos together before the ceremony.

Allocate time for group photos with the wedding party,
including bridesmaids, groomsmen, and any other special
attendees.

The duration of the ceremony can vary depending on the
type of ceremony and any special rituals or traditions
involved.

Guests can enjoy a cocktail hour while you and your partner
take photos with immediate family members and close
relatives.

This includes the announcement of your arrival and any
special introductions.

Account for the time it takes for guests to be seated and
served their meals.

Allocate time for speeches from the wedding party or close
family members and your first dance together.

Include time for the cake-cutting ceremony and any
additional activities like the bouquet and garter toss.

Guests can enjoy dancing and celebrating on the dance floor.

End the evening with a grand exit, such as a sparkler send-
off or a farewell with your guests.

TOTAL ESTIMATED TIME: ~10 HOURS

getting ready & detail photos: 2 hours

first look and couple portraits: 1 hour

wedding party photos: 1 hour

ceremony: 20 minutes to 1 hour

cocktail hour / family photos: 1 hour

grand entrance: 15 minutes

dinner: 1 to 1.5 hours

speeches and first dance: 30 minutes to one hour

cake cutting, boquet/garter toss: 30 minutes

dancing: 2 to 3 hours

grand exit: 15 minutes

SAMPLE ORDER OF EVENTS
_________________________________



FI
RS

T 
LO

O
K first look timeline example

W I T H  A

_________________________________

1 2 : 0 0  P M C O V E R A G E  B E G I N S  &  D E T A I L  S H O T S

1 2 : 4 5  P M B R I D E  G E T S  D R E S S E D  +  F I R S T  L O O K  W I T H  D A D

1 : 0 0  P M B R I D A L  P O R T R A I T S  +  B R I D E S  A N D  B R I D E S M A I D  P O R T R A I T S

1 : 3 0  P M G R O O M ' S  F I N A L  P R E P A R A T I O N S  &  D E T A I L S

2 : 0 0  P M G R O O M  +  G R O O M S M E N  P O R T R A I T S

2 : 3 0  P M F I R S T  L O O K  P O R T R A I T S

3 : 1 5  P M B R I D A L  P A R T Y  P H O T O S

4 : 0 0  P M H I D E  B R I D E  A W A Y

4 : 3 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  D E T A I L  S H O T S

5 : 0 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  B E G I N S

5 : 3 0  P M F A M I L Y  P H O T O S  +  C O C K T A I L  H O U R

6 : 1 5  P M P H O T O G R A P H  R E C E P T I O N  A R E A  +  D E T A I L S

6 : 3 0  P M R E C E P T I O N  B E G I N S

6 : 4 0  P M G R A N D  E N T R A N C E  +  F I R S T  D A N C E

6 : 4 5  P M D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D

7 : 1 5  P M T O A S T S ,  S P E C I A L  D A N C E S ,  &  D A N C I N G

8 : 0 0  P M E X I T  P H O T O S  +  C O V E R A G E  E N D S
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traditional timeline example

W I T H O U T  A  F I R S T  L O O K

_________________________________

1 : 0 0  P M C O V E R A G E  B E G I N S  &  D E T A I L  S H O T S

2 : 0 0  P M B R I D E  G E T S  D R E S S E D  +  F I R S T  L O O K  W I T H  D A D

2 : 3 0  P M B R I D A L  P O R T R A I T S  +  B R I D E S  A N D  B R I D E S M A I D  P O R T R A I T S

3 : 3 0  P M G R O O M  +  G R O O M S M E N  P O R T R A I T S

4 : 0 0  P M P H O T O G R A P H  C E R E M O N Y  S I T E

4 : 3 0  P M P H O T O G R A P H  G U E S T S  E N T E R I N G  C E R E M O N Y

5 : 0 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  B E G I N S

5 : 3 0  P M F A M I L Y  P H O T O S  +  C O C K T A I L  H O U R

5 : 4 5  P M B R I D A L  P A R T Y  P H O T O S

6 : 1 0  P M B R I D E  +  G R O O M  P O R T R A I T S

6 : 4 5  P M P H O T O G R A P H  R E C E P T I O N  A R E A

7 : 0 0  P M R E C E P T I O N  B E G I N S

7 : 1 0  P M G R A N D  E N T R A N C E  +  F I R S T  D A N C E

7 : 1 5  P M D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D

8 : 0 0  P M T O A S T S ,  S P E C I A L  D A N C E S ,  &  D A N C I N G

9 : 0 0  P M E X I T  P H O T O S  +  C O V E R A G E  E N D S

3 : 0 0  P M G R O O M ' S  F I N A L  P R E P A R A T I O N S  &  D E T A I L S



I t ' s  a spec ia l  moment when you see your  other  ha l f  for
the f i r s t  t ime on your  wedding day .  I t 'a  a moment

worth remember ing whether  you do or  a f i r s t  look or
wai t  for  an ep ic  reveal  as  you walk  down the a i s le .

I f  you ' re  wonder ing whether  or  not  to do a f i r s t  look
on your  wedding day ,  here are some ideas to cons ider .

W O N D E R I N G  I F  A  F I R S T  L O O K  I S
R I G H T  F O R  Y O U ?

FIRST LOOK
_________________________________



1. a first look gives you a quiet moment alone
Wedding days go by in  a b lur .  As soon as  the day begins  there i s  so much
to do and so many people to see .  Doing a f i r s t  look wi l l  g ive the two of  you
a moment a lone (wi th a camera shoot ing f rom afar)  to soak i t  a l l  in  and
th ink through what the day means to you .

______________________________________________________________

When you have a f i r s t  look ,  we can take p ic tures  of  the two of  you ,  the
br ida l  party ,  and some fami ly  p ic tures  before the ceremony even begins .
Th i s  makes the day less  rushed and a l lows us  to take more p ic tures  too !
Once you ' re  marr ied ,  we won ' t  need as much t ime set  as ide for  photos  and
you can get  to your  cockta i l  hour  and recept ion sooner !

______________________________________________________________

I f  there ' s  bad weather  on the forecast ,  a f i r s t  look g ives  you the opt ion to
get  p ic tures  done ear l ie r  in  the day and poss ib ly  avo id be ing s tuck in  the
ra in !

______________________________________________________________

A f i r s t  look g ive both of  you a moment to cry  wi thout  the audience of  a l l
your  wedding guests .  You can get  a l l  your  tears  out  knowing you ' l l  have
t ime to f reshen up before p ic tures  too .

2. more time for pictures & your reception

3. possibly avoid bad weather

4. get out all your tears without the audience



First look or not, the
first time you see

each other on your
wedding day will

be special.



G E T  I N  T O U C H

Thank you for  downloading th i s  gu ide !  I f  you would l i ke  to
book a wedding package wi th me,  p lease shoot  me an e-mai l
or  use the inqu i re  form on my webs i te .  I  w i l l  be there every
s tep of  the way for  you .  I  hope to hear f rom you soon !

THANK YOU
__________________________________________

i n f o @ m i c h e l l e k e n n a u g h p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m

w w w . m i c h e l l e k e n n a u g h p h o t o g r a p h y . c o m

@ m i c h e l l e k e n n a u g h p h o t o g r a p h y


