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NOVEMBER 30, 2025
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
GATHERING MUSIC

Zwei Praludien fiir die Adventszeit
(Two Preludes for the Advent Season), Opus 207, 9 and 10
Robert Fiihrer (1807-1861)
A suite of variations on today's hymns and responses:

"Christ, Be Our Light"

Bernadette Farrell (b, 1957), arr. (The Rev.) Nancy M. Raabe (b. 1954)
Prelude on Cranham

Gustav Holst (1874-1934), setting, Roberta Rowland-Raybold (b. 1938)

Prelude on Isaiah 43 "Do Not Be Afraid"
Sally Ann Morris (b. 1990), arr. William McNair (b. 1953)

WELCOME & FRAMING
*GATHERING WORDS

On Sundays and Mondays,

on good days and bad days,

early in the morning and very late at night,

here in this room, and out in the world,

God, we long for you to break in.

Meet us in this space.

Surprise us with your presence.

Fill this room with your good news.

With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

*HYMN #470- There is a Longing in Our Hearts
Refrain:

There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.
There is a longing in our hearts for Love we only find in you, Our God.

For justice, for freedom, for mercy: hear our prayer.
In sorrow, in grief: be near; hear our prayer, O God.

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer.
Imweakness, in fear: be near; hear our prayer, O God.

For healing, for wholeness, for new life: hear our prayer.



In sickness, in death: be near, hear our prayer, O God.

Lord save us, take pity, Light in our darkness.
We call you; we wait: be near; hear our prayer, O God.

LIGHTING OF THE HOPE CANDLE Nora McDowell and Irene Nguyen-McDowell
RESPONDING TO HOPE #137- He Came Down

He came down that we may have hope;

He came down that we may have hope;

He came down that we may have hope;
Halleluyjah forevermore!

CALL TO CONEFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your
presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and
suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still
long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and
distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space.
Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on the longest nights,
you are always there. Amen.

Silence is kept for Prayer and Reflection.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Believe the good news of this Advent season and declare it with me:
Nothing can keep God’s love away.
We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

*RESPONSE TO GRACE #76- Do Not Be Afraid (Refrain)

Do not be afraid, for I am with you.
Chosen and beloved, you are my own.
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you:
By your name I called you for my own.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you!

And also with you!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE Lamentations 3:55-57
Luke 1:5-13
SERMON “In the Time of Herod”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.
We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow.



We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this good
news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,

even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe. Amen.

SERMON RESPONSE “In the Time of Herod” (tune: Cranham)

In the time of Herod, fear had taken hold.
Hope was buried deep and hidden, rare as gold.
Ordinary people dared not speak aloud.
Dreams of the Messiah breaking through the clouds.

Thick as fog the fear grew, slowly creeping in.
Day by day the people bent and drew within.
With the clouds so heavy, who could see the stars?
Hopelessness had trapped them, strong as prison bars.

Piercing through the stratus comes the angels’ song.
“Do not fear!” rings hollow when we’ve feared so long.
Still, in the recesses of our weary souls
Something is awakened—could it be our hope?

In the time of Herod, fear has taken hold.
Still we share a longing for a glimpse of hope.
Ordinary people shout the truth we trust:
God will stop at nothing to be here with us.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PASTORAL PRAYER

MOMENT FOR MISSION Martha Juenger
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

An offering plate will be passed during the service,
or you may give online through Tithe.ly: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1309305
Please note where you would like your gift to be directed (general fund, deacons, etc.)

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #607- Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of hope, in a world that trembles with fear, we dare to believe that
Your light will shine. Bless these gifts and show us how to use them to
break through despair with hope, to break through darkness with light,
and to break through fear with love. Amen.



https://tithe.ly/give?c=1309305

COMMUNION
INVITATION
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS #559- Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION #560- Christ Has Died, Christ is Risen
Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen; Christ will come again.
INVOCATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

AMEN #561- Amen
Amen, Amen, Amen.
SHARING IN THE LORD’S SUPPER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
*HYMN #314- Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your hoy people, light for the world to see.

Refrain:
Christ, be our light! Shine in our heats. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many
despair.
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice.

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed.



Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that year to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.

*BENEDICTION
SENDING MUSIC

Postlude on "He Came Down"
setting, David Lasky (b. 1967)

Pastor: Rev. Marranda Major (marranda@unitedprestroy.org)

Guest Organist: David A. Vrendenberg — Eastern NY Chapter,

American Guild of Organists (AGO)
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Session
Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Dan Rogers Jim Parmelee
Peggy Smith Savchik Sue Steele
Sue Wright Marilynn O’Dell
Diaconate
Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Peg Drew Debbie Brown
Martha Juenger Miriam Parmelee

Pat Rudebush Brenda Westbrook

Class of 2028
Alan Chandler

Kodzo Dzikunu
Bruce Reed

Class of 2028

Diane Chandler
Olga Green
Noel Hains
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HELP US DECORATE THE CHURCH IN REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION OF OUR LOVED ONES!

If interested, place the form in Sunday’s offering plate, or send it to the church
office by Sunday, December 7th, 2025.

Please make your check payable to First United Presbyterian Church and note
“Christmas Poinsettias”.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Drew.

[ WISH TO ORDER...

Red Poinsettia(s) at $12.00 each

White Poinsettia(s) at $12.00 each

Pink Poinsettia(s) at $12.00 each

Marble Poinsettia(s) at $12.00 each

Total

I WOULD LIKE TO...

Pick up my plant(s) after the Christmas Eve service.
Have the deacons deliver my plant(s).

GIVEN IN MEMORY/CELEBRATION OF:

GIVEN BY:




