
A New York City couple buys a midcentury 
home and transforms it into a comfortable, 
modern gem in Portola Valley. 
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Τe living room was 
transformed into a 
lighterू more open and 
spacious sanctuary. 
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THE PROJECT
Two New York City transplants 
with two large rescue dogs found the 
perfect midcentury, ࣂࣁࣀ,ࣀॼsquareॼ
foot home to transform. They wanted 
to create a warm, open gathering 
place for their families and for 
entertaining colleagues. The home, 
which is nestled on a gentle hillside, 
oΦers lush green views of Âindy Eill. 
�oon aδer ȥuying the property in 
2020, the couple also learned they 
were expecting—so they were thrilled 
to add a nursery to the scope of work.

THE TEAM
The ࣁࣂࣆࢾ home, which features 
post-and-beam construction, 
would need a complete overhaul, 
with updated finishes and fi˗tures, 
plus new furnishings and art. The 
couple selected Portola Valley-based 
designer Melinda Mandell, principal 
at Melinda Mandell Interior Design 
(melindamandell.  com), for the project. 

“From handcraδed finishes, curated 
vintage finds and quality fi˗tures, every 
space we do radiates craδsmanship and 
warmth,” says Mandell. “Personally, I’m 
drawn to both edgy, unusual elements 
as well as pieces that feel comfortingly 
familiar, almost like a dream or a 
warm memory.” 

Mandell says she and her team 
have a refined process for worɦing 
with clients, “from research and 
goal-setting to design concept, design 
development, documentation and 
then execution through construction-
project management, procurement and 
installation. Âe partner with those who 
have a passion for art, craδsmanship, 
color, beauty and excellence.” 
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