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Artfully upholstered pieces with 
materials like sherpa and bouclé  

instantly make a space feel warm 
and cozy. Because these fabrics, in 
NYY�\S�aURV_�¼RRPf�TY\_f��N_R�ZRN[a�a\�
be touched. “Bouclé and sherpa add 
V[»[VaR�aReab_NY�V[aR_R`a�a\�N[faUV[T�
they are used to upholster,” says Paul de 
Andrade of Studio Kestrel in New York. 
“They create a more dynamic feel to 
Sb_[V`UV[T`�ORPNb`R�aURf�Rc\YcR�b[QR_�
cN_fV[T�YVTUaV[T�P\[QVaV\[`�²�UR�`Nf`��

Bouclé, the French word for “loop” 
or “curl” is just that—a fabric named for 
aUR�_V[T`�V[�Va`�fN_[��AUR�[bOOf��aReab_NY�
ZNaR_VNY�dN`�O\_[�V[�2b_\]R�N[Q�TNV[RQ�
widespread popularity in the U.S. when 
V[��&!%�QR`VT[R_�2R_\�@NN_V[R[�P_NSaRQ�
his iconic Womb Chair in the fabric. 
The material soon spread to the fashion 
d\_YQ�cVN�0\P\�0UN[RY��dU\�b`RQ�Va�a\�
iterate her couture jackets. While tradi-
tionally crafted from wool, today bouclé 
is made from blends of silk and rayon, 
alpaca, linen, and cotton. “At least two 
strands of yarn are combined—with 
aUR�aR[`V\[�\[�\[R�`a_N[Q�ORV[T�YR``�
than the other to create this looped, pile 
RÞRPa�²�`Nf`�2YV`N�/N_N[�\S�2YV`N�/N_N[�
LLC in New York. 

;\a�N`�aVTUaYf�d\cR[�N`�O\bPYz��
sherpa fabric is named for the wooly 
YV[RQ�PY\aUV[T�d\_[�Of�aUR�@UR_]N�
]R\]YR�\S�;R]NY��AU\bTU�Va�RPU\R`�aUR�
aReab_R�\S�d\\Y��Va´`�TR[R_NYYf�ZNQR�
from fabrics such as cotton, polyes-
ter, or a blend of cotton and synthetic 
»OR_`��3YbßR_�N[Q�Z\_R�UVTUYf�]VYRQ�
aUN[�O\bPYz��aUR�QR[`R�SNbe�`URR]`XV[�
fabric is used for blankets, boot and coat 
YV[R_`��`YV]]R_`��N[Q�ZVaaR[`��±6a´`�O\bPYz´`�
more durable cousin, made with the 
`NZR�Pb_cRQ�]VYR`�\S�P\gf�ZNaR_VNY�Oba�
typically with a synthetic composite 
ZNXV[T�Va�cR_f�b`R_�S_VR[QYf�²�`Nf`�9\`�
.[TRYR`�ON`RQ�QR`VT[R_�7N^bV�@RR_ZN[�

/\aU�ZNaR_VNY`�N_R�UNcV[T�N�Z\ZR[a�
V[�aUR�U\ZR°]\]]V[T�b]�V[�V[aR_V\_�
spaces across the board from modern to 
traditional, says Melanie Hay of Melanie 
5Nf�1R`VT[�@abQV\�V[�A\_\[a\��±/\bPYz�
N[Q�`UR_]N�YR[Q�N�`YVTUa�_Ra_\�[\Q�a\�aUR�
]N`a��VZ]N_aV[T�N�aReab_NY�RÞRPa�aUNa�
]NV_`�dRYY�dVaU�N�]YRaU\_N�\S�»[V`UR`�²�
Hay says. “Both are as at home in a tra-
QVaV\[NY�`RaaV[T�]NV_RQ�dVaU�dNV[`P\a-
aV[T�N[Q�a_NQVaV\[NY�]_V[a`�N`�aURf�N_R�V[�
N�ZV[VZNYV`a��]N_RQ�ONPX�@PN[QV[NcVN[�
home with rustic wood and concrete.” 
AURf�N_R�NY`\�T_RNa�NYaR_[NaVcR`�a\�
YV[R[`�\_�cRYcRa`��@RR_ZN[�`Nf`��±DUR[�
used in a room with other traditional 
d\cR[�SNO_VP`��O\bPYz�N[Q�`UR_]N�NQQ�
N�]YNfSbY�aReab_R�N[Q�PNaPU�aUR�YVTUa�a\�
NQQ�cV`bNY�QVcR_`Vaf�²�@RR_ZN[�`Nf`��

A TACTILE TOUCH
BOUCLÉ AND SHERPA  
ADD THAT WARM AND  
COZY FEEL TO ANY ROOM

This space designed 
by Jaqui Seerman 
features a chair made 
of Opuzen bouclé.
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FOCUS ON FURNISHINGS
Since these fabrics evoke an immediate 
sense of relaxation, utilizing them as 
`RNaV[T�b]U\Y`aR_f�V`�N�[Nab_NY�»a��±@\SN`�
and accent chairs are usually the best 
VaRZ`�a\�b]U\Y`aR_�V[�O\bPYz�\_�`UR_]N��
This is because when they are pulled 
taut during the upholstery process, it 
gives the seating clean, smooth lines but 
dVaU�R[QYR``�aReab_R�²�QR�.[Q_NQR�`Nf`��

Both materials work well on tightly 
upholstered and slightly rounded, 
`PbY]ab_NY�Sb_[Vab_R��±6a�TVcR`�N�´$�`�
6aNYVN[�Z\QR_[�SRRY�²�5Nf�`Nf`��AUR�
ZNaR_VNY`�PN[�`]N[�QVÞR_R[a�Sb_[Vab_R�
styles, complementing a modern piece 
\_�b]QNaV[T�N�PYN``VP�]VRPR��±.�Y\a�\S�PYV-
ents are using bouclé to update a classic 
PUNV_�\_�`\SN��F\b�PN[�XRR]�YRT`�Re]\`RQ�
or upholster them,” says textile artist 
?\`RZN_f�5NYYTN_aR[��dU\`R�;\_dNYX��
0\[[��ON`RQ�Ob`V[R``�`]RPVNYVgR`�V[�
NY]NPN�O\bPYz�_bT`�N[Q�SNO_VP`�

±6�d\bYQ�]VPX�\[R�\_�ad\�XRf�]VRPR`�
in a room to use bouclé or sherpa, and 
make sure there are a variety of textures 
to balance out the impact of this partic-
bYN_�SNO_VP�²�5Nf�`bTTR`a`��

Keep in mind, more durable bouclé 
SNO_VP`�`NP_V»PR�`UR_]N´`�`\Sa[R``��±3\_�
a family room sofa, you will want a prac-
tical wool blend, but for accent pieces 
and headboards you can use more luxu-
_V\b`�aReab_R`�²�5NYYTN_aR[�`Nf`��

Start small with accents and build 
S_\Z�aUR_R��±6a�´`�NY`\�]\``VOYR�a\�V[WRPa�
smaller elements of bouclé or sherpa  
by adding a few toss cushions here  
and there, or by upholstering a small 
\aa\ZN[�\_�OR[PU�²�5Nf�`Nf`��

CONSIDER THE COLOR 
Generally, lighter color bouclés and 
`UR_]N`�N_R�Z\_R�]\]bYN_��±ORPNb`R�aUR�
texture is more noticeable in whites and 
creams, since it catches the light in a 
space and evolves throughout the day,” 
QR�.[Q_NQR�`Nf`��.[Q�ORPNb`R�aUR`R�
fabrics are so trendy, natural colors will 
URY]�aURZ�`aN[Q�aUR�aR`a�\S�aVZR��

5\dRcR_��5NYYTN_aR[�ORYVRcR`�P\Y\_`�
d\_X�]N_aVPbYN_Yf�dRYY�dVaU�O\bPYz��±F\b�
can go brighter with a bouclé because 
f\b�N_R�TRaaV[T�aReab_R��Oba�f\b�N_R[´a�
UNcV[T�a\�b`R�N�Y\a�\S�]NaaR_[`�²�@UR�`RYY`�
multicolor confetti and siren-yellow 
bouclé fabrics, which she says work well 
\[�Z\_R�PYN``VP�`UN]R`���

5Nf�`bTTR`a`�b`V[T�aUR�ZNaR_VNY`�V[�
a soft blush, which looks elegant paired 
dVaU�_Nd�O_N``�»eab_R`�V[�N�YVO_N_f��S\_�
ReNZ]YR��±/ba�aURf�NY`\�Y\\X�d\[QR_SbY�
in camel, cream, or dark charcoal in a 
Z\_R�[Rba_NY�R[cV_\[ZR[a�²�`UR�`Nf`�

CREATE CONTRAST
Working with such highly textured fab-
_VP`��QR�.[Q_NQR�ORYVRcR`�Va´`�VZ]\_aN[a�

to mix and match materials throughout 
N�_\\Z�a\�P_RNaR�V[aR_R`a��±6�NYdNf`�a_f�
to integrate plenty of clean lines so  
aUNa�f\b�TRa�N�Z\QR_[�SRRY��AUV[T`�YVXR�
wood grain, lustrous antique brass,  
and textured wallpapers all pair really 
dRYY�dVaU�O\bPYz�N[Q�`UR_]N�²

Balancing these very tactile textures 
with smoother surfaces as well as more 
tightly woven fabrics helps create a lay-
R_RQ�Y\\X��3\_�V[`aN[PR��5NYYTN_aR[�aR[Q`�
to add fabrics like mohair, velvet, or a 
`\Sa�YV[R[�a\�aUR�ZVe��@UR�NY`\�P\ZOV[R`�
aReab_R`�\[�`V[TbYN_�]VRPR`��`bPU�N`�±\b_�
chalk-stripe alpaca bouclé on the back of 
a chair and our very practical indoor/out-
Q\\_�SNO_VP�\[�aUR�V[`VQR�²�`UR�`Nf`��

When working with sherpa and 
O\bPYz��5NYYTN_aR[�d\bYQ[´a�b`R�O\aU�
materials in the same room and often 
balances the rest of a home with less 
aReab_RQ�SNO_VP`�YVXR�YV[R[�\_�P\aa\[��

±F\b�Q\[´a�dN[a�a\�\cR_dURYZ�
f\b_�U\ZR��Wb`a�YVXR�f\b�d\bYQ[´a�dN[a�
a\�\cR_dURYZ�f\b_�\ba»a°VZNTV[R�
wearing sherpa and bouclé head to 
a\R�²�/N_N[�`Nf`��±6[P\_]\_NaV[T�aUR`R�
fabrics creates a cozy and inviting 
atmosphere that balances nontextural 
]VRPR`�V[�aUR�U\ZR��<[PR�f\b�NQQ�aURZ�
a\�f\b_�`]NPR��f\b´YY�`RR�N[�VZZRQVNaR�
QVÞR_R[PR�V[�aUR�dNf�Va�SRRY`°N[Q�Va�dVYY�
become the area you go to most often 
S\_�P\ZS\_a�²�`UR�`Nf`��

Rosemary Hallgarten 
designed this  
living room with a 
cozy-yet-chic bouclé 
seating area.


