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WELCOME
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WELCOME

TIME FOR ALL THE EXCITING PLANNING TO BEGIN. | AM SO
EXCITED FOR YOU AND | JUST KNOW ITS GOING TO BE THE
MOST AMAZING ADVENTURE. YOUR WEDDING IS ALL ABOUT
YOU, YOUR LOVE, AND YOUR VALUES AS A COUPLE - SO GET
READY FOR THIS JOURNEY TOGETHER | AM SO HONORED TO
BE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER (OR HOPEFULLY BE!). | CANT WAIT
TO GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER AND WORK WITH YOU ON
ONE OF THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS OF YOUR LIVES!I THIS DAY
ONLY HAPPENS ONE TIME, SO LETS MAKE IT ALL YOU HAVE
DREAMED ABOUT.

HOWEVER | KNOW THAT AFTER THE INITIAL "WOAH WERE
ENGAGED!" MOMENT, THE REALITY SETS IN. "OMG, HOW ON
EARTH DO WE PLAN A WEDDING?" AS SOMEONE WHO HAS
PHOTOGRAPHED SO MANY WEDDINGS, THE FEELINGS OF
OVERWHELM AND STRESS ARE SO NORMAL AMONG SO MANY
BRIDES. YOU AREN'T ALONE!

TO MAKE THINGS EASIER, ['VE CREATED THIS WEDDING
GUIDE. ITS FILLED WITH HELPFUL TIPS, SUGGESTIONS, IDEAS,
AND EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PLANNING
YOUR WEDDING: AND NOT JUST ANY WEDDING, BUT ONE
THATS COMPLETELY AUTHENTIC TO YOU AND YOUR
RELATIONSHIP. THIS IS MEANT TO SERVE AS A MAP TO HELP
YOU NAVIGATE THIS PROCESS IN THE BEST WAY WHILE STILL
KEEPING EVERYTHING TRULY "YOU." LETS DIVE RIGHT INTO
MY STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO PLANNING THE BEST WEDDING
EVER



THANK YOU.

[ KNOW YOU ALREADY KNOW ME, BUT BEFORE WE GET
STARTED | JUST WANT TO TAKE A QUICK SECOND TO
SAY THANK YOU. YOUR SPECIAL DAY COMES ONLY
ONCE IN LIFE, AND | UNDERSTAND THE FEELINGS THAT
HAVE BUILT LEADING UP TO THIS MOMENT -
EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE COLORS YOU ENVISION, THE
LOCATION YOU'LL SAY YOUR VOWS AT, AND EVEN THE
PERSON TO WHOM YOU WILL EVENTUALLY SAY "I DO’
THERE IS SO MUCH MORE BEHIND THIS DECISION
THAN JUST "HIRING A PHOTOGRAPHER" YOU ARE
HIRING SOMEONE WHO IS CAPTURING THE MOMENTS
ON THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY OF YOUR LIFE, AND |
PUT SO MUCH WEIGHT ON THAT. YOU HAD MANY
PHOTOGRAPHERS TO CHOOSE FROM AND SOMEHOW
WE CROSSED PATHS: FOR THAT, | AM SO GRATEFUL.

A DAY LIKE THIS IS SO IMPORTANT AND AS MY CLIENTS,
[ WANT YOU TO FEEL LOVED, HEARD, AND VALUED

WORKING WITH ME YOU HAVE A FRIEND, A PLANNER,
AND A TROUBLESHOOTER WE ARE IN IT FOR THE LONG
HAUL TOGETHER FROM THE SECOND YOU BOOK TO
YEARS AFTER YOUR DAY, | AM HERE! THANK YOU FOR
INVESTING IN  ME | TREASURE IT MORE THAN
ANYTHING.
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ENGAGEMENTS

ENCAGEMENTS

THE BEST WAY TO START THINKING ABOUT YOUR WEDDING PHOTOS IS WITH AN ENCAGEMENT
SESSION! THIS IS A PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO CAPTURE SOME CANDID AND CASUAL SHOTS
TOGETHER AS A COUPLE, SOMETHING WE RARELY FIND TIME TO DO = ITS ALSO A GREAT TIME TO
GET TO KNOW YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER A LITTLE BETTER AND LEARN HOW TO GET COMFORTABLE
IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA SO | HIGHLY RECOMMEND AND ENGAGEMENT SESSION. MY
ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS ARE ABOUT AN HOUR IN LENGTH AND BY THE END OF IT, YOU WILL BE
PROS AT GETTING YOUR PHOTO TAKEN.

AS TO WHAT TO DO DURING AN ENGAGEMENT SHOOT, THATS COMPLETELY UP TO YOU! WHILE
I'M HAPPY TO GIVE SUGGESTIONS, YOUR SHOOT CAN BE ANYTHING YOU WANT IT TO BE. | LOVE
TO BE ADVENTUROUS AND UNIQUE ON ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS. ON THE NEXT PAGE, WE DIVE IN
A BIT MORE ABOUT YOUR SESSION WITH ACTIVITIES TO DO AND YOUR OUTFIT CHOICES. TRUST
ME, ENCAGEMENT SESSIONS ARE ONE OF MY FAVORITE THINGS TO PHOTOGRAPH, AND
ALTHOUGH MOST OF MY COUPLES FEEL THE NERVES AT FIRST, THEY ALWAYS DISAPPEAR WITHIN
MINUTES. ONCE YOU GET YOUR PHOTOS BACK YOU'LL BE ASKING YOURSELF, "HOW IS THAT US?"
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DO AN ACTIVITY

ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS ARE SUPPOSED TO BE ALL
ABOUT YOU. THIS SOUNDS OBVIOUS, | KNOW:
HOWEVER, | KNOW HOW EASY IT IS TO SCROLL ON
SOCIAL  MEDIA LOOKING AT PHOTOS AND
THINKING THAT YOUR ENGCAGEMENT PICTURES
SHOULD LOOK A CERTAIN WAY. SOCIAL MEDIA AND
PINTEREST ARE FILLED WITH INSPIRATION WHICH IS
ALL GREAT, BUT DON'T FORGET ABOUT WHAT MAKES
YOU TWO SPECIAL THINK OUTSIDE OF THE BOX. IF
PHOTOS ARE KIND OF NERVE-RACKING FOR YOU,
DO AN ACTIVITY TOGETHER THAT YOU LOVE. WE
CAN, OF COURSE, THROW IN SOME FORMAL
PHOTOS BUT WE ARE GOING TO FIND THE PERFECT
POSES TO BRING OUT YOUR PERSONALITIES AND
CAPTURE YOUR LOVE IN THE MOST NATURAL AND
AUTHENTIC WAY.

WHAT DO | MEAN BY DOING AN ACTIVITY? DO
YOU LIKE TO SKATEBOARD? CANOE? OR EVEN JUST
EAT ICE CREAM TOGETHER? YOU CAN
INCORPORATE THAT INTO YOUR ENGAGEMENT
SESSION!' AND HECK, IT DOESNT EVEN HAVE TO BE
AN ACTIVITY, BUT ALSO A LOCATION. WHERE WAS
THE PROPOSAL? DO YOU GUYS HAVE A SPECIAL
PLACE YOU ALWAYS GO? ASK YOURSELF QUESTIONS
LIKE THESE AND YOU WILL HAVE AN ENCGAGEMENT
SESSION TO REMEMBER

NERVES ARE NORMAL

PLEASE KNOW ITS TOTALLY NORMAL TO FEEL A
LITTLE (OR A LOT!) NERVOUS AT YOUR FIRST PHOTO
SHOOT, BUT I'LL BE THERE TO HELP - AND MAKE
YOU LAUGH - EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. IF YOU
DIDNT FEEL NERVOUS, THAT WOULD BE MORE OUT
OF THE NORM. GIVE YOURSELF A FEW MINUTES
FOR ME TO LOOSEN YOU UP AND YOU WILL BE A
PRO IN NO TIME. THINK OF IT LIKE HAVING FUN
WITH YOUR BEST FRIEND LIKE ALWAYS, WHILE
SOMEONE HAPPENS TO BE TAKING PHOTOS. NO
SWEAT. AND TO TOP IT ALL OFF, WE WILL PLAY
SOME MUSIC AND PRETEND WE ARE IN OUR OWN
LITTLE MUSIC VIDEO. SOON YOU WILL FORGET THE
CAMERA IS THERE AND ITLL JUST BE FUN FROM
THERE ON OUT.

WHAT SHOULD WE
WEAR?

FIGURING OUT WHAT TO WEAR CAN BE KIND OF
STRESSFUL, | GET IT! OUTFITS REALLY CAN MAKE OR
BREAK YOUR PHOTOS. DONT BE AFRAID TO SEND
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER (HI, ME) YOUR OUTFIT
OPTIONS AND | CAN HELP TO FIND THE PERFECT
OUTFITS. | WILL ALWAYS BE HONEST! EVEN IF AN
OUTFIT IS SUPER CUTE, IT MAY NOT PHOTOGRAPH
THE BEST WITH MY EDITING STYLE. NEUTRALS ARE
ALWAYS THE WAY TO GO FOR ME AS THEY
PHOTOGRAPH BEAUTIFULLY NO MATTER WHAT
PATTERNS ARENT ALWAYS BAD: HOWEVER THEY
CAN BE A DISTRACTION. OVERALL WEAR WHAT YOU
FEEL BEST IN. IF YOU DONT FEEL CONFIDENT, THAT
IS A BIG NO, NO. SO LETS SWAP OUT FOR
SOMETHING YOU DO FEEL CONFIDENT IN!
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PLANNING
YOUR DREAM
WEDDING

PLANNING A WEDDING IS SO MUCH FUN, BUT
ALSO CAN BE A TAD BIT OVERWHELMING. WHAT
FUN IS PLANNING WITHOUT A TINY BIT OF STRESS?
HAHA ITS ALL A PART OF THE EXPERIENCE. BUT
THAT IS WHAT YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER IS HERE FOR
THIS GUIDE IS A FANTASTIC STARTING POINT AND
HECK, MAY JUST BE FUN TO FLIP THROUGH.

[ KNOW THERE CAN BE A LOT OF NERVES WHEN
YOURE PLANNING A WEDDING. THERES SO MUCH
TO DO AND SO MANY DETAILS TO KEEP TRACK OF.
THERE MAY BE A LOT TO ACCOMPLISH BEFORE
YOUR WEDDING DAY, BUT | PROMISE YOU WE'LL
HAVE TIME TO GET IT ALL DONE — AND WE'LL DO IT
IN STYLE. I'LL BE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY
SO THAT YOU CAN LET GO OF THE STRESS, TAKE
DEEP BREATHS, AND JUST ENJOY THE RIDE AS YOU
PREPARE FOR ONE OF THE HAPPIEST DAYS OF YOUR
LIFE.

GET INSPIRED AND HAVE A BLAST. TAKE THIS GUIDE
PAGE-BY-PAGE. AND AS ALWAYS, IF QUESTIONS
ARISE, SHOOT THEM OVER TO ME VIA EMAIL TEXT
OR ON INSTAGRAM!I NOW TO THE FUN STUFF.
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WEDDING VENUE

PICKING A WEDDING VENUE IS SO EXCITING! | KNOW IT CAN
BE A HARD DECISION, SO LOOK AROUND AND TAKE YOUR
TIME. TRY TO ENVISION YOURSELF GETTING MARRIED THERE,
BUT TRUST ME - WHEN YOU KNOW, YOU KNOW! LOOK
THROUGH THEIR GALLERIES AND TRY TO PAINT YOURSELF
THE PICTURE. IF ITS HARD TO PICTURE ITS PROBABLY NOT
RIGHT FOR YOU. WHEN YOU VISIT IT IN PERSON, ASK
YOURSELF, CAN | IMAGINE GETTING MARRIED HERE WITH MY
FRIENDS AND FAMILY?

AND REMEMBER THAT ITS OK TO NOT LIKE A VENUE! NOT
EVERY WEDDING SPACE IS FOR EVERYONE, SO BROWSE THEIR
WEBSITE GALLERY, GIVE THEM A QUICK CALL OR POP BY FOR
A VISIT TO SEE WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT THE POTENTIAL
SPACE. TRY NOT TO RUSH YOURSELF EVEN THOUGH YOU
MAY FEEL LIKE YOU HAVE TO HURRY UP AND LOCK IN A
VENUE. BREATHE AND JUST KNOW THAT YOU'LL FIND ONE
YOU ABSOLUTELY LOVE, GUARANTEED!

PLANNING YOUR DREAM WEDDING | PAGE NO. 7



PICKING YOUR DATE

YOUR DATE IS OBVIOUSLY ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE FIRST
THINGS YOU'LL HAVE TO DECIDE ON. LIKE YOUR LOCATION,
YOUR DATE IS SOMETHING YOU'LL NEVER FORGET. GOING
WITH A WEEKEND OR A WEEKDAY (ASK ME ABOUT
ELOPEMENTS IF YOURE THINKING A WEEKDAY)? OR A
MONTH THAT HOLDS MEANING TO YOU? PERHAPS AN
ANNIVERSARY OR THE TIME OF YEAR WHEN YOU FIRST MET?
OR A LUCKY NUMBER YOU TWO HAVE? DATES CAN BE SUPER
FUN TO PICK AND CHOOSE

WHEN DECIDING, IT REALLY HELPS TO THINK ABOUT THE
WEATHER DREAMING OF A BRIGHT AND BLOSSOMY GARDEN
WEDDING? THEN PLAN A DATE DURING PEAK SPRINGTIME IN
YOUR LOCATION. OR, IF YOU HATE THE IDEA OF BEING
COLD OR ARE SET ON AN OUTDOOR CEREMONY, A SUMMER
OR EARLY FALL WEDDING MIGHT BE BEST FOR YOU. IF YOU
DO HAVE YOUR HEART SET ON A CERTAIN DATE LOCK IT IN
AS SOON AS YOU CAN, AS POPULAR VENUES CAN BOOK UP
QUICKLY

PLANNING YOUR DREAM WEDDING ‘ PAGE NO. 8



PLANNING YOUR DREAM WEDDING

ENJOY THE PROCESS

WHILE SOME COUPLES LOVE THE WEDDING PLANNING
PROCESS, OTHERS SORT OF DESPISE IT.. | KNOW, IT CAN SEEM
A BIT TEDIOUS AND TIME-CONSUMING, BUT I'M HERE TO SAY,
PLEASE DONT HATE THE PROCESS! PLANNING IS ACTUALLY
SUCH A FUN PART OF GETTING MARRIED, BECAUSE THIS IS
WHEN YOU GET TO MAKE ALL SORTS OF CREATIVE DECISIONS
ABOUT HOW YOUR DAY WILL UNFOLD. FROM TASTING
WEDDING CAKE TO ARRANGING TABLE SEATING CHARTS,
PLANNING YOUR WEDDING IS LIKE WORKING ON A PUZZLE
AND WATCHING EVERYTHING COME INTO PLACE - AND
SEEING THE FINAL PICTURE IS SO REWARDING!

BELIEVE IT OR NOT, YOU'LL MISS THIS TIME WHEN ITS OVER
MAKE SURE YOURE MAKING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR
WEDDING PLANNING ADVENTURE AND SAVORING EACH
MOMENT! JUST RELAX AND FOCUS ON MAKING THE DAY
COMPLETELY YOUR OWN. LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN
WILD AND HAVE A GREAT TIME DREAMING UP THE KIND OF
WEDDING YOUVE ALWAYS IMAGINED. | KNOW IT CAN SEEM
STRESSFUL IN THE MOMENT, BUT IF YOU START THINKING
ABOUT THE PLANNING PROCESS AS THE FUN AND EXCITING
PROCESS THAT IT REALLY IS, YOU'LL NOTICE YOUR STRESS
MELTING AWAY AND START REALLY ENJOYING YOURSELF!
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WEDDING SIZE

WITH WEDDING PLANNING COMES THE SIZE OF IT. WHO'S
INVITED? WHO DO YOU WANT OR ENVISION THERE? HOW
BIG IS THE VENUE AND CAN IT ACCOMMODATE AS MANY
PEOPLE AS YOU ARE WANTING? WITH ALL OF THIS, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO ASK YOURSELF, "ARE WE GOING BIG,
TRADITIONAL WEDDING OR A SMALLER, MORE [INTIMATE
GATHERING?" ITS GOOD TO THINK ABOUT THIS EARLY ON
SO YOU CAN FIND THE RIGHT-SIZED VENUE.

WHEN IT COMES TO SIZE, AND | CAN'T STRESS THIS ENOUGH,
PLEASE DON'T FEEL PRESSURED TO PLAN A HUGE WEDDING IF
ITS NOT WHAT YOU WANT! SMALL WEDDINGS ARE JUST AS
SPECIAL SO LISTEN TO YOUR HEART = IF YOU WANT TO PLAN
A SMALL DESTINATION WEDDING, OR COME UP WITH
SOMETHING TOTALLY DIFFERENT, IT IS YOUR SPECIAL DAY.
DONT PLAN A BIG ALL-BELLS-AND-WHISTLES EVENT IF ITS
JUST NOT WHO YOU ARE AS A COUPLE. WHEN IT COMES TO
SPECIFIC PEOPLE TO INVITE - TAKE THE PRESSURE OFF. CLOSE
FRIENDS AND FAMILY THAT HAVE PLAYED A ROLE IN YOUR
RELATIONSHIP, THEY ARE YOUR PEOPLE. THE SIZE OF YOUR
WEDDING WILL BE PERFECT FOR YOU GUYS. TRY TO QUIET
THE NOISE AROUND YOU AND FEEL CONFIDENT PICKING
THOSE YOU WANT THERE.

PLANNING YOUR DREAM WEDDING

PAGE NO. 10






YOU ARE NOT
ALONE

WEDDINGS CAN GET OVERWHELMING PRETTY
FAST, SO ITS ALWAYS NICE TO HAVE SOMEONE
WITH A LOT OF EXPERIENCE BY YOUR SIDE TO
GUIDE YOU THROUGH IT ALL THATS WHERE |
COME IN!' THINK OF ME AS YOUR GO-TO
RESOURCE FOR ALL THINGS WEDDING RELATED.
YOU CAN COUNT ON ME TO BE BY YOUR SIDE
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. IM NOT JUST HERE TO
SNAP  PHOTOS (THOUGH THATS CERTAINLY
GOING TO BE ONE OF MY TOP PRIORITIES!), I'M
ALSO HERE TO HELP YOU MANAGE WHAT CAN
SOMETIMES  BE A CRAZY PROCESS. JUST
REMEMBER THAT I'M IN YOUR CORNER FROM
THE FIRST STEP TO THE LAST, AND TOGETHER
WERE GOING TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU END UP
WITH THE WEDDING OF YOUR DREAMS — AND
WITH PLENTY OF BEAUTIFUL PHOTOS TO
COMMEMORATE THE DAY!

RECRUIT A FRIEND

RECRUIT A FRIEND TO BOUNCE IDEAS OFF OF
OR JUST VENT. WHO DOESNT LOVE A GOOD
VENT SESH? CHOOSE A FRIEND OR A CLOSE
FAMILY MEMBER TO PLAN IT UP TOGETHER PICK
A DAY OF THE WEEK SPECIFICALLY FOR
WEDDING PLANNING WHERE YOU GRAB A
COFFEE, START UP A PINTEREST BOARD, AND
HAVE A BLAST. IT CAN BE WAY MORE ENJOYABLE
TO HAVE SOMEONE JUST AS EXCITED PLANNING
WITH YOU. YOUR PARTNER MAY NOT EXACTLY
MEET PLANNING THIS THING WITH THE SAME
LEVEL OF EXCITEMENT AS YOU - WHICH IS OKAY!
ALL THE MORE REASON TO RECRUIT THAT ONE
OTHER SPECIAL PERSON TO SHARE IN THIS
JOURNEY!

PLANNING YOUR DREAM WEDDING
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INSPIRATION
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INSPIRATION

THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH GETTING INSPIRED ON
THE INTERNET, BUT DON'T FEEL LIKE YOU HAVE TO FOLLOW
A TREND. SOCIAL MEDIA IS FULL OF TUGS AND PULLS.
WHICH STYLE DO YOU GO WITH? WHAT VIBES ARE "IN?"
SHOULD MY WEDDING DRESS BE MORE FITTED OR FLOWY?
AND WELL THE LIST CONTINUES. REMEMBER THAT
INSPIRATION IS JUST THAT - INSPIRATION! LET THE IDEAS
YOU SEE ONLINE AND HEAR FROM FRIENDS INSPIRE YOU
BUT ULTIMATELY YOU SHOULD LEAN INTO WHAT YOU LOVE
AND DITCH WHAT YOU DONT. AT THE END OF THE DAY, THE
DECISION IS COMPLETELY UP TO YOU ON HOW TO MOLD
YOUR WEDDING INTO THE HAPPIEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE.

MAKE A VISION BOARD! VISION BOARDS ARE A GREAT WAY
TO BRING IN ALL YOUR IDEAS AND SEE IT ALL LAID OUT IN
FRONT OF YOU. YOUR RING, THE COLORS, THE LOCATION,
HONEYMOON OUTFITS, ALL OF IT. PRINT OUT SOME
INSPIRATION ~ PHOTOS, AND ATTACH THEM TO A
POSTERBOARD AND WATCH THE DETAILS OF YOUR DAY
COME TOGETHER IN A TANGIBLE FORM. SOMETIMES ALL WE
NEED IS TO ENVISION IT ALL AT ONCE TO REALLY SEE IT
COME TOGETHER!
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PINTEREST IS YOUR
NEW BFF

[F YOURE SEARCHING FOR WEDDING INSPIRATION, |
HAVE ONE WORD FOR YOU: PINTEREST. THIS SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORM IS FREE AND SUPER SIMPLE TO USE,
AND YOU CAN EASILY CREATE YOUR OWN WEDDING-
PLANNING BOARDS TO GATHER IDEAS ABOUT
DRESSES, DECOR, INVITES, AND MORE. IT WILL SERVE
AS A DIGITAL VISION BOARD TO ALWAYS HAVE AT THE
CLICK OF A BUTTON

BRIDAL MACAZINES ARE GREAT TOO, BUT PINTEREST
HAS SO MUCH VARIETY IN THE CONTENT YOU WILL
FIND. YOU CAN USE IT AS A STARTING POINT AND
THEN BRAINSTORM WAYS TO MAKE YOUR WEDDING
UNIQUE TO YOU AS A COUPLE.

TIP: SHARE YOUR BOARD WITH YOUR VENDORS! WE
LOVE TO SEE YOUR VISION AND HELP YOU MAKE IT
COME TO LIFE

DIG INTO YOUR
RELATIONSHIP

OK SO | KNOW | JUST SAID PINTEREST IS AWESOME,
BUT ITS NOT YOUR ONLY WEDDING-PLANNING
TOOL | ALSO REALLY RECOMMEND JUST SPENDING
SOME QUALITY TIME TOGETHER AS A COUPLE AND
CONSIDERING  YOUR OWN  RELATIONSHIP  WHEN
PLANNING. WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT EACH
OTHER? WHERE ARE YOUR FAVORITE PLACES? WHAT
DO YOU VALUE MOST? WHAT ARE YOUR LOVE
LANGUAGES?

THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS ARE MORE
VALUABLE THAN ANY IMAGE YOU FIND ON A WEB
PAGE WHEN IT COMES TO PLANNING AN AUTHENTIC
AND MEANINGFUL WEDDING. USE THESE
CONVERSATIONS TO COME UP WITH IDEAS ABOUT
THE CEREMONY, GUEST LIST, LOCATION, AND MAYBE
EVEN  WAYS TO CELEBRATE AFTER ON YOUR
HONEYMOON!
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BOOK YOUR DREAM
TEAM

NOW THAT WE HAVE THE LOCATION, VISION BOARDS
COMPLETE, AND YOUR SPECIAL DATE LOCKED IN,
YOU'LL NEED TO HIRE SOME WEDDING VENDORS. THE
MAIN  VENDORS TO KEEP IN MIND ARE YOUR
OFFICIANT, FLORIST, STATIONERY DESIGNER, AND HAIR
AND MAKEUP ARTIST.

YOU CAN BEGIN YOUR SEARCH ON GOOGLE AND
SOCIAL MEDIA, USING LOCAL KEYWORDS TO FIND
SOMEONE NEAR YOU. 'M ALSO HAPPY TO GIVE YOU
SOME RECOMMENDATIONS IF YOU FEEL STUCK!
DONT WORRY, WE WILL GET MORE INTO THIS IN A
FEW PAGES!

WHEN HIRING VENDORS, ITS ESSENTIAL TO CHOOSE
PEOPLE YOU CAN CONNECT WITH AND TRUST. READ
REVIEWS, DO YOUR HOMEWORK, AND TRUST YOUR
INSTINCTS. ALL OF YOUR VENDORS ARE GOING TO
PLAY AN INTEGRAL ROLE IN ONE OF THE BIGGEST
DAYS OF YOUR LIFE, SO TAKE TIME TO FIND THE
PEOPLE THAT FIT YOU BEST. YES, YOU WANT VENDORS
THAT ARE TALENTED: HOWEVER, THEIR PERSONALITY
AND VALUES SHOULD MAKE YOU SAY, I SEE A FRIEND
IN THEM”

BOOK YOUR DREAM TEAM | PAGE NO. 17






VENDORS TO THINK ABOUT
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VENDORS TO THINK
ABOUT

WHEN IT COMES TIME TO BOOK MORE VENDORS, IT MAY
SEEM HARD. THERE ARE SO MANY OPTIONS, SO WHICH ONES
DO YOU EVEN START WITH? HOW DO YOU KNOW YOU ARE
PICKING THE RIGHT ONES FOR YOU? WHAT ARE THE
NECESSARY VENDORS YOU NEED/WANT? HOW MUCH DO
CERTAIN VENDORS TYPICALLY CHARGE FOR DIFFERENT SIZED
WEDDINGS? WHERE DO YOU FIND THESE PEOPLE?

| HEAR YOUR QUESTIONS/CONCERNS AND | AM HERE TO
ANSWER THOSE FOR YOU. WE WILL DIVE MORE IN DEPTH ON
SOME OF THE TOP VENDORS TO CHECK OUT AND CHECK
OFF YOUR TO DO LIST NEXT.

VENDOR TIP: DONT WAIT TO BOOK THOSE VENDORS YOU
REALLY, REALLY WANT! ODDS ARE THAT THEY BOOK OUT FAR
IN ADVANCE AND MIGHT BE BOOKED ON YOUR DATE. IT IS
NEVER TOO EARLY TO JUST REACH OUT AND START THE
CONVERSATION. THE SOONER IS ALWAYS BETTER

RING UP YOUR VENDORS

ONE OF MY TOP TIPS: DONT BE AFRAID TO CALL YOUR
VENDORS THROUGHOUT THE PLANNING PROCESS! YES, |
KNOW TEXTING AND EMAILING IS EASIER BUT TALKING ON
THE PHONE HELPS YOU CONNECT AND ESTABLISH A GOOD
WORKING RELATIONSHIP IN ADVANCE. ITS ALSO A QUICK
AND EASY WAY TO MAKE SURE EVERYTHING IS ON TRACK
AND THAT YOUR NEEDS ARE BEING MET.

WHEN YOU SPEAK TO A VENDOR ON THE PHONE, YOU CAN
ASK ANY QUESTION THAT POPS INTO YOUR HEAD AND
REALLY GET A SENSE OF THAT PARTICULAR VENDORS
PERSONAL STYLE. YOU WILL ALSO KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT
YOURE ON THE SAME PAGE AND THAT NOTHING WILL GET
LOST IN THE CRAZINESS OF SENDING EMAILS AND TEXTS
BACK AND FORTH OVER THE COURSE OF MULTIPLE DAYS.
YOU'LL KNOW EXACTLY WHAT TO EXPECT! OVER THE COURSE
OF JUST A FEW PHONE CALLS, YOULL FIND THAT YOU'LL
FORM A BOND WITH THE VENDORS YOU WORK WITH. THE
STRESS OF HIRING A STRANGER WILL BE GONE! INSTEAD,
YOU'LL BE WORKING CLOSELY WITH A TRUSTED FRIEND.
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VENDORS TO THINK ABOUT
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OFFICIANT

THE MORE LEGAL SIDE OF THINGS. OFFICIANTS, FOR SOME
REASON, MAY SEEM A LITTLE DAUNTING TO FIND OR TALK TO.
WHERE DO YOU LOOK? HOW DO YOU FIND SOMEONE
WHO IS ABLE TO DO THIS? IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A PASTOR
OR A FRIEND THAT HAS THEIR LICENSE, GOOGLE IS YOUR
BFF. STILL STUCK? | CAN ALSO JUMP IN AND HELP YOU
SEARCH IF YOUD LIKE. ONCE YOU HIRE THE OFFICIANT,
EXPECT THEM TO ANSWER ANY AND ALL QUESTIONS YOU
HAVE REGARDING THE MARRIAGE LICENSE AND OTHER LEGAL
ASPECTS OF THE CEREMONY.

FLORIST

THOSE DREAM FLORALS. IN YOUR DREAM GOWN, YOU CAN
ALSO PICTURE YOURSELF WITH YOUR DREAM FLORALS.
EXPECT YOUR FLORIST TO BE ONE OF THE MORE EXPENSIVE
INVESTMENTS  OF YOUR WEDDING. THE PRICE MAY,
HOWEVER CHANGE DEPENDING ON YOUR PERSONAL STYLE
AND EXPECTATIONS. | RECOMMEND SEARCHING ACROSS
PINTEREST FOR THE DREAM FLORALS YOU LOVE AND
SENDING THESE IDEAS TO FLORISTS TO SEE IF THEY CAN
MAKE IT A REALITY! CHECKING THE BOUQUET AND
BOUTONNIERE OFF YOUR TO-DO LIST IS SUCH A FUN STEP,
SO DONT WAIT AS YOUR FLORIST MAY GET BOOKED UP
QUICKLY.

QUICK TIP: DONT BE SCARED TO GET A 'FAUX BOUQUET'
WHICH MEANS ARTIFICIAL OR DRIED FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS.
THEY CAN BE ABSOLUTELY STUNNING IF DONE RIGHT AND
CAN SAVE SOME MONEY!



STATIONERY DESIGNER

FINDING A STATIONARY DESIGNER IS PERSONALLY ONE OF
MY FAVORITE ASPECTS OF A WEDDING DAY! THE LITTLE
DETAILS CAN REALLY PULL TOGETHER YOUR WHOLE VISION
WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD STATIONERY, THINK OF
INVITES/ANNOUNCEMENTS YOU'LL BE SENDING IN THE MAIL.
I[F THERE WILL BE NO FAMILY PRESENT AT YOUR WEDDING,
SENDING OUT LITTLE ANNOUNCEMENTS CAN BE A FUN
TOUCH TO INCLUDE EVERYONE IN THE DAY. NOT SURE
WHAT TO SAY ON YOUR STATIONERY PIECES? AGAIN,
PINTEREST WILL SAVE THE DAY.

HAIR AND MAKEUP

TIME TO GET PAMPERED. FIND A MAKEUP ARTIST WHOSE

WORK YOU BELIEVE WOULD BRING YOUR VISION TO LIFE.

DONT TAKE THE ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL APPROACH HERE.
CHOOSE A HMUA WITH THE EXACT STYLE OF MAKEUP AND
HAIR YOU LOVE. THERE IS ALSO THE ALTERNATIVE OF DOING
YOUR OWN HAIR AND MAKEUP, WHICH IS CERTAINLY AN
OPTION; HOWEVER, IN MY OPINION, HIRING AN HMUA IS
THE BEST DECISION EVER RELAX SIP YOUR COFFEE, AND GET
PAMPERED ON THE DAY YOU MOST DESERVE IT. IF THERE IS
ONE TIME TO SPLURGE ON YOURSELF, IT WOULD BE NOW.

VENDORS TO THINK ABOUT
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CHOOSING TO FOREGO A
VIDEOGRAPHER OR NOT

[FITS WITHIN YOUR BUDGET, | HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIRING
A VIDEOGRAPHER! VIDEO FOOTAGE PROVIDES AN ENTIRELY
DIFFERENT WAY TO REMEMBER YOUR SPECIAL DAY THAN
STILL PHOTOS CAN, AND WATCHING IT BACK YOU WILL BE
SO GLAD YOU DECIDED TO HIRE SOMEONE TO CAPTURE IT.

YOU'LL SMILE, YOU'LL CRY, YOU'LL LAUGH, AND YOU'LL GET
TO RELIVE YOUR WEDDING FOREVER THROUGH FILM. SINCE
VIDEO CAN CAPTURE SOME OF THE LITTLE MOMENTS THAT
PHOTOS MAY NOT, THINK EACH WEDDING SHOULD
IDEALLY HAVE BOTH A PHOTOGRAPHER AND VIDEOGRAPHER
— THEY COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER SO WELL

I'LL BE GLAD TO SUGGEST SOME TALENTED VIDEOGRAPHERS
IN YOUR AREA! DOESNT HURT TO JUST SEARCH AROUND
AND SEE IF IT COULD BE A POTENTIAL OPTION FOR YOU
GUYS. AGAIN, GET ON THE PHONE WITH YOUR POTENTIAL
VIDEOGRAPHER MAKE SURE THEIR PERSONALITY IS RIGHT FIT
ALONG WITH THE GORGEOUS WORK THEY MAY DO! IF YOU
DO MOVE FORWARD WITH A VIDEOGRAPHER, | PROMISE YOU
THAT YOU WON'T REGRET IT.

VIDEOGRAPHER PAGE NO. 23
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THE SEARCH IS ON

SEARCHING FOR VENDORS HAS NEVER BEEN
SIMPLER WITH THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS. USING CERTAIN KEYWORDS CAN MAKE
THE PROCESS EVEN EASIER EXAMPLES INCLUDE,
"VIRGINIA FLORIST,” AND "OREGON VIDEOGRAPHER'
YOU CAN ALSO USE GOOGLE TO EASILY SEARCH
FOR VENDORS, BUT | THINK INSTAGRAM IS THE BEST
CHOICE TO QUICKLY FIND VENDORS AND VIEW
THEIR WORK HIT THE EXPLORE TAB AND BEFORE
YOU KNOW IT, YOU WILL BE ONE STEP CLOSER TO
CHECKING EVERY LITTLE BOX ON YOUR WEDDING
CHECKLIST.

BOOKING YOUR VENDORS IS A HUGE PRIORITY,
BUT DONT RUSH IT JUST TO BOOK SOMEONE.
AGAIN, YOU WANT TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE
PERFECT FOR YOU INDIVIDUALLY, SO TAKE YOUR
TIME AND DO YOUR RESEARCH.

PREFERRED VENDORS

WHAT IS THIS? A "PREFERRED VENDOR" IS SOMEONE
THAT | HAVE PERSONALLY WORKED WITH IN THE
PAST WHOSE QUALITY OF WORK | CAN VOUCH
FOR. AND THAT | WOULD RECOMMEND IN A
HEARTBEAT. AS A PHOTOGRAPHER WHO HAS BEEN
ABLE TO WORK WITH QUITE A FEW VENDORS, | FEEL
CONFIDENT THAT IF YOU EVER GET STUCK DURING
YOUR SEARCH, | CAN HELP YOU BY REFERRING YOU
TO THOSE THAT | PERSONALLY KNOW WOULD BE A
GREAT FIT FOR YOUR SPECIAL DAY. EVEN IF | DONT
HAVE A CERTAIN PERSON IN MIND FOR THAT
POSITION, | WILL STILL HELP YOU LOOK NEVER
HESITATE TO REACH OUT IT YOU NEED HELP: WE
WILL WORK TOGETHER TO FIND YOU SOMEONE
YOU WILL LOVE!
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DETAILS

WHEN WE DREAM OF THE DAY WE GET MARRIED,
WE OFTEN FOCUS ON THE GRAND MOMENTS - THE
VENUE, THE FIRST LOOK, THE VOWS. HOWEVER IT IS
THE FINE DETAILS IMPRINTED ON EACH PART OF
THE DAY THAT REALLY BIND THE MOMENTS
TOGETHER TO TELL ITS STORY. THESE LITTLE DETAILS
ARE THE HEART OF YOUR WEDDING DAY, SO MAKE
SURE YOU GIVE THEM THOUGHT AND ATTENTION.

THE SMALLEST MOMENTS OF YOUR WEDDING DAY
ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE ONES WEVE
ALREADY TALKED ABOUT, AND SOMETIMES THEY ARE
LEFT FORGOTTEN OR OVERLOOKED IN THE HUSTLE-
AND-BUSTLE OF THE PLANNING PROCESS. THESE
MAY INCLUDE A SPECIAL HANGER FOR YOUR
DRESS/SUIT, YOUR SHOES, A PIECE OF SPECIAL
JEWELRY - EVEN DOWN TO A CERTAIN COLOR
ADDED TO YOUR THEME THAT CARRIES MEANING.
THIS IS A PART OF YOUR DAY WHERE YOU GET TO
ADD YOUR OWN CREATIVE TOUCH WHILE TELLING
YOUR LOVE STORY OR HONORING A LOVED ONE.
THESE LITTLE MEMORIES CAN BE SO FUN TO PLAN
FOR AND PUT TOGETHER ON YOUR WEDDING DAY,

DETAILS
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WHAT IS A FLATLAY?

A FLATLAY IS A STYLIZED EDITORIAL PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN
FROM ABOVE THAT CAPTURES ALL OF YOUR LITTLE WEDDING
DETAILS IN ONE GORGEOUS PHOTO. YOU CAN INCLUDE
YOUR STATIONERY, BRIDAL SHOES, FLOWERS, OR SPECIAL
FAMILY MEMENTOS. THEY PRESERVE ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL
WEDDING TRINKETS, JEWELRY, OR HEIRLOOMS IN A SINGLE
SHOT.

TIP: ASK YOUR FLORIST FOR SOME SPARSE FLORALS TO
INCLUDE. THIS CAN REALLY MAKE THE PHOTO THAT MUCH
BETTER

YOU CAN INCLUDE ANYTHING IN YOUR FLATLAY, AS ITS ALL
ABOUT THINGS THAT HAVE MEANING TO YOU. THERE IS NO
RULE BOOK OF WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR DETAILS.

HOW MUCH TIME IS
NEEDED FOR DETAILS?

ITS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT PHOTOGRAPHY IS A
COMPLEX ART THAT REQUIRES A LOT OF TIME AND CARE TO
GET RIGHT. GREAT DETAIL PHOTOS TAKE MORE THAN JUST 15
MINUTES OF SNAPPING AWAY PICTURES. THE MOST SPECIAL
WEDDING PHOTOS REQUIRE PLENTY OF PLANNING TIME TO
ENVISION YOUR STORY AND FIGURE OUT THE BEST WAY TO
TELL IT. EVERY PHOTOGRAPHER HAS A DIFFERENT STYLE AND
A DIFFERENT WAY OF WORKING. THE TIME NEEDED TO GET
THE BEST POSSIBLE PHOTOS WILL BE DIFFERENT FOR EACH
PHOTOGRAPHER

PERSONALLY, | REQUIRE AT LEAST 45 MINUTES TO TAKE
PHOTOS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANT DETAILS THAT
TELL YOUR UNIQUE STORY. THIS INCLUDES PHOTOS OF
YOUR FLATLAY, DRESS AND/OR SUIT, AND STUNNING
LANDSCAPE IMAGERY. IF YOU ALLOW YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER
THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF TIME TO TAKE CAREFUL
CONSIDERATE PHOTOS, YOULL END UP WITH TRULY
BEAUTIFUL PICTURES THAT TELL THE COMPLETE STORY OF
YOUR SPECIAL DAY.
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WHAT DETAILS SHOULD
YOU INCLUDE FOR YOUR
DAY?

YOU CAN INCLUDE ANYTHING IN YOUR FLATLAY, AS ITS ALL
ABOUT THINGS THAT HAVE MEANING TO YOU. HOWEVER,
HERE ARE A FEW SUGGESTIONS TO GET YOU THINKING

HIS DETAILS: HER DETAILS:

. BOTTLE OF o THE DRESS (OF
COLOGNE COURSE!)

o TIE OR BOWTIE . PERFUME

o CUFFLINKS « EARRINGS

. SOCKS « SHOES

o SHOES . BOUQUET

« RINGS « RINGS

OTHER DETAILS TO THINK ABOUT BRINGING ALONG ARE A
FEW COPIES OF YOUR WEDDING STATIONERY AND INVITES,
AS THESE ALWAYS LOOK SO CLASSIC IN A FLATLAY. A RING
BOX IS A GOOD IDEA TOO, ALONG WITH ANY FAMILY
HEIRLOOMS OR TREASURED ITEMS THAT YOU ABSOLUTELY
WOULDNT GET MARRIED WITHOUT!

MAKE A DETAILS BOX

| HAVE ALL MY CLIENTS MAKE A BOX OF DETAILS FILLED WITH
EVERYTHING THEY WANT IN THEIR FLATLAY. WHEN YOU TAKE
CARE OF THE SMALL, ESSENTIAL DETAILS IN ADVANCE YOU
CAN MAKE SURE NOTHING IMPORTANT ENDS UP MISSING
FROM YOUR WEDDING! YOU WONT END UP RUNNING
AROUND AT THE LAST MINUTE TO TRACK DOWN ALL YOUR
CHERISHED ITEMS, AND IF YOU PLAN ALL YOUR SMALL
DETAILS IN ADVANCE THERES NO CHANCE THAT YOU'LL
FORGET ANYTHING.

ITS ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA TO PICK A BOX OR TUPPERWARE
OF YOUR CHOICE AND FILL IT WITH SMALL MEANINGFUL
ITEMS THAT WILL HELP MAKE UP YOUR WEDDING DETAIL
PHOTOS: PERFUME, JEWELRY, STATIONERY, RINGS, PHOTOS, OR
ANY OTHER SPECIAL TREASURES THAT WILL HELP YOU PUT
YOUR OWN PERSONAL SPIN ON YOUR WEDDING DAY!
HAVING THE BOX READY TO GO THE DAY OF WILL MAKE
DETAIL PHOTOS GO EVEN QUICKER!
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DITCH THE PLASTIC
HANGER

AN OFTEN MISSED DETAIL THE HANGER - DONT FORGET TO
GET A GOOD ONE A GORGEOUS DRESS ON A PLASTIC
HANGER MAY NOT PHOTOGRAPH LIKE IT DESERVES. IF YOU
WANT BEAUTIFUL DETAILS SHOT OF THE DRESS, YOU'LL LIKELY
NEED A BEAUTIFUL WOODEN HANGER TO COMPLEMENT IT.

YOU CAN FIND CUSTOMIZABLE HANGERS ON ETSY WHERE
YOU CAN ADD YOUR NAME OR EVEN JUST THE WORD
"BRIDE" FORGET TO GET A NICE HANGER? | CAN ABSOLUTELY
BRING ONE WITH ME. JUST NUDGE ME WITH A SIMPLE EMAIL
OR TEXT MESSAGE. OFTENTIMES, HOTELS OR AIRBNB'S HAVE
NICE HANGERS BUT IF NOT, YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER WILL
HAVE YOU COVERED IN THAT AREA.

ARE THE DETAILS
IMPORTANT TO
YOU?

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION TO ASK YOURSELF IS,
"HOW IMPORTANT ARE LITTLE DETAILS TO ME?" IF
YOU'RE ALL ABOUT THEM, PLEASE LET ME KNOW
SO | CAN BE SURE TO ALLOCATE ENOUGH TIME
TO PHOTOGRAPH THEM FOR YOU. NOT INTO
LITTLE DETAILS AND WANT TO FOCUS MORE ON
THE BIGGER PICTURE? THATS AWESOME TOO!
JUST LET  ME KNOW AND [LL PLAN
ACCORDINGLY. PERHAPS YOU ARE MORE IN THE
MIDDLE - YOU MAY WANT SOME DETAILED
PHOTOS, BUT NOT TOO MANY BECAUSE YOU
WANT A BIT MORE EMPHASIS ON THE CANDIDS.
ALL OF THIS IS PERFECT, JUST COMMUNICATE
THAT WITH YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER

SOMETIMES THE THINGS THAT MATTER MOST TO
A COUPLE ARE THE BIG PARTS OF THE WEDDING
— THE LOOK AND FEEL OF THE DAY AS A WHOLE.
THEY MIGHT BE CONCERNED WITH ONLY A FEW
SMALL DETAILS OR EVEN NONE AT ALL THATS
TOTALLY GREAT! HOWEVER, IF YOURE OPEN TO
CONSIDERING PAYING A BIT MORE ATTENTION
TO DETAILS, YOU MIGHT FIND IT REALLY
REWARDING. OFTEN, ONCE COUPLES
INCORPORATE CHERISHED DETAILS AND
MEANINGFUL ITEMS INTO THEIR WEDDING, THEY
COME TO REALIZE HOW SPECIAL THESE
PERSONAL TOUCHES CAN BE IN FACT, THE
IMAGES FEATURING THESE SMALL SIGNIFICANT
ITEMS MIGHT END UP BEING YOUR FAVORITE
ONES TO LOOK BACK ON IN THE YEARS TO
COME!

DETAILS PAGE NO. 34






ATTIRE

WHEN YOU FIRST GET ENGAGED, YOU ARE ON THE HIGHEST HIGH. ITS TIME TO SHOP FOR DRESSES, EXPERIENCE
YOUR MAKEUP TRIAL AND START SEARCHING FOR CUTE BRIDAL WEAR THE WAY YOU FEEL IN WHAT YOU CHOOSE
TO WEAR IS A VERY IMPORTANT ASPECT OF YOUR SPECIAL DAY. GET THE FUN OUTFITS, YOUR DREAM DRESS, AND
SOME NEW HONEYMOON OUTFITS TO GO WITH THEM. DON'T BE AFRAID TO GO ALL OUT, SINCE THIS IS THE ONE
DAY THAT IS CENTERED SOLELY ON YOU. THE SKY IS THE LIMIT WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR ATTIRE, SO MAKE THE
DECISION THAT WILL MAKE YOU 100% HAPPY AND LEAVE YOU WITH NO REGRETS.

BIGGEST PIECE OF ADVICE | CAN GIVE YOU AS AN ELOPEMENT AND WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER? TAKE THE
PRESSURE OFF OF YOURSELF AND DONT FALL VICTIM TO THE PRESSURE OF TRENDS. WHETHER IT BE YOUR
WEDDING GOWN OR CUTE BRIDAL OUTFITS TO BE WORN BEFORE AND AFTER THE CEREMONY, IF SOMETHING
DOESNT FIT YOUR PERSONALITY, KEEP SEARCHING UNTIL YOU FIND THE PERFECT ONE. NOW, LETS TALK A BIT

MORE ABOUT CHOOSING YOUR DRESS AND GETTING YOUR HAIR AND MAKEUP TRIAL LOCKED IN.

CHOOSING THE DRESS

EVERYONE DREAMS OF SAYING 'YES' TO THE
DRESS. WHETHER YOURE GOING FOR A MORE
MODERN "MERMAID" OR TIMELESS "CINDERELLA"
STYLE, OR DREAMING OF THE LITTLE DETAILS SUCH
AS LACE SEQUINS, BACKLESS, STRAPLESS, OR A
BEAUTIFULLY-STYLED NECKLINE - THE OPTION ARE
ENDLESS. HOWEVER | KNOW THAT IT MAY NOT BE
EASY TO FIND, AT LEAST ON THE FIRST ROUND OF
SEARCHING.

EVEN THOUGH IT SOUNDS OBVIOUS, PLEASE,
PLEASE PICK A DRESS THAT YOU LOVE, AND THAT
MAKES YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE, SPECIAL AND
JUST YOURSELF. START YOUR DRESS SEARCH EARLY
ON SO THAT YOU HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO VISIT
MULTIPLE  SHOPS (IF NEEDED), MAKE YOUR
DECISION, AND GET YOUR ALTERATIONS DONE
THE TIME IT TAKES FOR YOUR ALTERNATIONS TO
BE FINISHED DEPENDS ON WHAT NEEDS TO BE
DONE. THE MORE TIME YOU HAVE, THE BETTER
AVOID WAITING UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE SO THAT
YOU ARENT BURDENED WITH STRESSORS. WHEN
ITS ALL SAID AND DONE, YOU'LL HAVE A DRESS TO
FALL IN LOVE WITH AND KEEP FOR THE REST OF
YOUR LIFE.

HAIR AND MAKEUP TRIAL

JUST LIKE YOUR DRESS, YOU WANT YOUR HAIR
AND MAKEUP CHOICES TO BE SOMETHING YOU
LOVE! TO ENSURE YOU'RE HAPPY, GO THROUGH A
HAIR AND MAKEUP TRIAL RUN IN ADVANCE. YES,
THIS MAY COST EXTRA MONEY, BUT IT IS CRUCIAL
TO HAVE A TRIAL TO KNOW EXACTLY WHAT YOU
ARE GETTING ON THE DAY OF. THIS ADDS A SENSE
OF SECURITY KNOWING YOUR HAIR AND MAKEUP
WILL BE EXACTLY HOW YOU ENVISIONED.

THERES  NOTHING  WORSE THAN  FEELING
DISAPPOINTED ABOUT HOW YOUR LOOK TURNED
OUT ON THE BIG DAY, WHICH IS WHY |
RECOMMEND HIRING A PROFESSIONAL HMUA
WITH LOTS OF EXPERIENCE AND GOOD REVIEWS.
THINKING ABOUT DOING IT YOURSELF? | THINK
EVERY BRIDE CONSIDERS THIS AT SOME POINT
DURING THEIR WEDDING PLANNING, AND IF IT
HONESTLY IS YOUR DESIRE TO DO YOUR OWN
LOOK THEN GO FOR IT! HOWEVER | PROMISE
HIRING A PROFESSIONAL HMUA WILL BE ONE OF
THE BEST DECISIONS YOU WILL MAKE FOR YOUR
DAY. YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SIT BACK RELAX AND
JUST SOAK IN YOUR MORNING GETTING ALL
DONE UP.

ATTIRE
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SPLURGE ON SHOES

ITS TOTALLY OK TO SPLURGE ON SHOES! YOUR FEET NEED
TO BE COMFORTABLE, SO FIND YOUR DREAM PAIR BUT MAKE
SURE YOU ARE COMFY. IS YOUR VENUE LARGE? LEAVING
YOU WORRIED YOUR FEET MIGHT GET TIRED COME MID-
COCK TAIL HOUR? BRING A PAIR OF FLATS TO HELP BALANCE
YOU OUT TO KEEP YOU ON THE GO AND HAVING FUN
WITH YOUR GUESTS.

AND, BONUS, YOU CAN WEAR YOUR SHOES AGAIN EACH
YEAR ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY = HOW SPECIAL IS THAT? THE
SHOES WILL BECOME AN EMOTIONAL MEMORY THAT WILL
ALWAYS REMIND YOU OF THE JOY AND EXCITEMENT YOU
FELT ON YOUR WEDDING DAY. SO DONT BE AFRAID TO
HAVE SOME FUN WHILE YOURE SHOPPING FOR SHOES AND
GIVE YOURSELF PERMISSION TO SPLURGE ON A REALLY
SPECIAL PAIR! THEY'RE NOT JUST GOING TO BE BEAUTIFUL,
THEYRE ALSO GOING TO BE DEEPLY MEANINGFUL AND
YOU'LL BE ABLE TO WEAR THEM FOR YEARS TO COME.
SOMETHING THAT IMPORTANT IS DEFINITELY WORTH THE
INVESTMENT!

COMFORT OVER
EVERYTHING

LET'S TALK A LITTLE BIT MORE ON COMFORT. DURING YOUR
WEDDING, COMFORT IS EVERYTHING! SURE, YOU WANT TO
LOOK YOUR BEST, BUT YOU ALSO WANT TO BE COMFY -
AFTER ALL YOURE GOING TO BE IN THESE CLOTHES AND
MOVING AROUND ALL DAY!

IFF WERE GOING TO BE DOING A LOT OF WALKING TO
DIFFERENT LOCATIONS/SPOTS, ITS NOT A BAD IDEA TO BRING
ALONG A PAIR OF FLATS OR COOL SNEAKERS AND THEN
CHANGE BACK INTO YOUR WEDDING SHOES ONCE WE GET
TO OUR LOCATION. JUST MAKE SURE THAT YOUR ATTIRE AND
SHOES SUIT YOUR DESTINATION (L.E. IS IT COLD, HOT, HUMID,
OR RAINY?). OH, AND YES, YOU CAN TOTALLY WEAR JORDANS
ON YOUR WEDDING DAY - THERE ARE NOT RULES HERE
THIS IS YOUR DAY, AND YOU DESERVE TO FEEL
COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED SO THAT YOU CAN FOCUS ON
WHAT REALLY MATTERS — YOUR WEDDING AND THE LOVE
YOU SHARE WITH YOUR PARTNER! SO CONSIDER WHERE
YOUR WEDDING WILL BE TAKING PLACE AND WHAT
ACTIVITIES YOU'LL BE DOING, AND PICK OUT A DRESS/PAIR
OF SHOES THAT WILL ALLOW YOU TO PARTICIPATE FULLY
AND BE ENTIRELY PRESENT FOR THIS IMPORTANT DAY.
YOURE GOING TO LOOK STUNNING NO MATTER WHAT, SO
MAKE SURE YOU'RE FEELING YOUR BEST IN ADDITION TO
LOOKING YOUR BEST SO THAT YOU CAN GET THE MOST OUT
OF YOUR WEDDING!
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HIS WEAR

WEDDING FASHION ISNT JUST ABOUT BRIDAL WEAR THIS
BIG DAY IS JUST AS MUCH ABOUT THE MEN! SOMETIMES ALL
THE EYES CAN SEEM TO BE COMPLETELY FIXATED ON THE
BRIDE, BUT THE DAY IS ABOUT THE TWO OF YOU! FIND A
SUIT OR TUX THAT FITS YOUR STYLE AND TASTE TAKING
INTO ACCOUNT THE FUN LITTLE DETAILS.

WHAT SOCKS WILL YOU WEAR? ARE YOU INTO
SUSPENDERS? HOW ABOUT A WATCH? CUFF LINKS?
WHICH COLOGNE ARE YOU MOST DRAWN TO (MAYBE ONE
YOU WORE ON A FIRST DATE)? IF YOURE UNSURE, DOING
SOME RESEARCH ONLINE OR VISITING A MENSWEAR STORE
IS A GOOD WAY TO GET A BETTER IDEA ABOUT COLORS
AND STYLES YOU MIGHT LOVE. TRY SOME SUITS ON AND
GET A FEEL OF WHAT YOU WILL LOOK LIKE ON THAT BIG
DAY. OR HEAD BACK UP TO THE PLANNING/INSPIRATION
PORTION OF THIS GUIDE. THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT
YOU PICK OUT THE ATTIRE THAT FITS YOUR PERSONAL
STYLE AND ALLOWS YOU TO LOOK AND FEEL YOUR BEST
ON THIS AMAZING DAY

AS A REMINDER OF SOMETHING IVE TOUCHED ON
ALREADY, AS THE GROOM YOU CAN ALSO THINK ABOUT
MAKING YOUR OWN DETAILS BOX FEEL FREE TO FILL IT
WITH ITEMS THAT ARE MEANINGFUL TO YOU AND THAT
WILL SERVE AS HAPPY REMINDERS OF YOUR WEDDING.
PERFECT ADDITIONS INCLUDE COLOGNE, A TIE, A SPECIAL
WATCH OR CUFFLINKS, CIGARS, OR ANY OTHER SMALL
ITEMS THAT HAVE EMOTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR YOU
THESE SMALL ITEMS WILL LET YOU PUT YOUR STAMP ON
THE WEDDING, AND THATS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT! THE
MAGIC OF A PERFECT WEDDING COMES FROM THE TWO OF
YOU WORKING TOGETHER TO TELL THE UNIQUE STORY OF
WHO YOU ARE AND WHAT MAKES YOUR LOVE ONE-OF-A-
KIND. YOU SHOULD CHOOSE AN OUTFIT THATS TRUE TO
WHO YOU ARE! YOURE WELCOME TO CHOOSE THE OUTFIT
AND ITEMS FOR YOUR DETAILS BOX YOURSELF, BUT IF YOU
NEED SUGGESTIONS M HAPPY TO PROVIDE SOME
SUGGESTIONS.
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GETTING READY

BEFORE THE MAIN EVENT COMES ONE OF THE
MOST EXCITING PARTS OF THE ENTIRE DAY -
GETTING READY! THIS IS THE BIG MOMENT WHEN
YOUR DAY TRULY BEGINS. ALL OF THE PLANNING
AND PATIENCE HAVE FINALLY PAID OFF, AND NOW
ITS TIME FOR YOU TO LIVE IT ALL IN REAL LIFE. THE
GETTING READY PART OF YOUR WEDDING DAY IS
SO MUCH FUN AND CAN BE GENUINELY THRILLING.
THE WHOLE DAY IS IN FRONT OF YOU AND YOU'RE
FULL OF ANTICIPATION. SO MANY WONDERFUL
MOMENTS LIE AHEAD.

ONE OF THE BEST THINGS ABOUT THE GETTING
READY PORTION OF YOUR WEDDING IS THAT YOU
CAN  TOTALLY CUSTOMIZE IT TO FIT YOUR
PERSONAL VISION. "GETTING READY" CAN MEAN A
QUICK TRIP TO STARBUCKS BEFORE YOU GET READY
TOGETHER, OR IT COULD MEAN THAT YOU GET
READY WITH YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS WHILE YOUR
PARTNER HANGS OUT WITH A FRIEND OR TWO. IT
CAN BE AS CASUAL OR AS FORMAL AS YOUD LIKE
THERE'S NO RIGHT WAY TO DO IT, AS LONG AS THE
PROCESS ON THE DAY MATCHES WHAT YOU'VE
ENVISIONED IN YOUR MIND.

THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST SPECIAL MORNINGS OF
YOUR LIFE = ONE YOU'LL NEVER FORGET — SO LET
YOUR [IMAGINATION RUN WILD AND MAKE THE
GETTING READY PORTION OF YOUR DAY WHATEVER
YOU WANT IT TO BE.

GETTING READY
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YOU CAN GET READY TOGETHER

ITS COMPLETELY OK TO GET READY TOGETHER SO DONT FEEL LIKE YOU
NEED TO BOOK SEPARATE LOCATIONS. ITS NOT TRADITIONAL | KNOW, BUT
SOME OF THE CUTEST PHOTOS IVE TAKEN OF MY COUPLES HAVE BEEN
WHEN THEY WERE GETTING READY TOGETHER, SO DONT TURN AWAY
FROM THIS OPTION IF ITS WHAT YOU TRULY WANT. IF YOU DIDNT WANT
TO GET READY TOGETHER BECAUSE YOURE PLANNING ON HAVING
MAGICAL "FIRST LOOK" BE SURE YOUR AIRBNB HAS AN EXTRA ROOM OR
TWO OR YOU GET READY IN COMPLETELY SEPARATE LOCATIONS. THIS WAY,
YOU BOTH CAN GET READY AT EASE WITHOUT BEING WORRIED YOU WILL
RUN INTO EACH OTHER AROUND THE CORNER

AIRBNBS (OPT FOR BIG WINDOWS)

IF YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR SOMEWHERE OTHER THAN THE VENUE OR A
HOTEL TO GET READY IN, | RECOMMEND YOU GO THE AIRBNB ROUTE
AIRBNB'S CAN BE GREAT AS THEY DOUBLE AS YOUR GETTING-READY SPACE
AND YOUR ACCOMMODATION. MANY HAVE GORGEOUS LIGHTING TOO,
MAKING THEM AWESOME FOR YOUR PHOTOS. NOT SURE IF THE AIRBNB IS
BEST FOR YOUR PHOTOS? ASKING YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER WILL BE YOUR
BEST BET. THEY KNOW BEST AND ARE ALWAYS THERE TO GUIDE

ITS BEST TO ALWAYS READ THE FINE PRINT BEFORE BOOKING, AS SOME
OWNERS MIGHT HAVE STRICT POLICIES ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY, PETS, OR
CHECK-IN TIMES. JUST REACH OUT TO YOUR HOST AND ASK - THEY'RE
ALWAYS HAPPY TO HELP. ASKING BEFORE BOOKING WILL RELIEVE YOU OF
ANY HEADACHE IN THE FUTURE. ITS IMPORTANT TO OVER ASK THAN NOT
ASK AT ALL NOTE THAT SOME AIRBNB HOSTS ACTUALLY LIVE ON THE
PREMISES, SO KEEP THAT IN MIND WHEN YOU ARE ON YOUR AIRBNB
SEARCH.

MAKE SURE YOUR SPACE IS TIDY &
CLEAN

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT INGREDIENTS FOR GREAT GETTING READY
PHOTOS IS A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT FREE OF CLUTTER AND DISTRACTIONS.
BEFORE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHERS OR VIDEOGRAPHERS ARRIVE, BE SURE TO
GO THROUGH THE SPACE WHERE YOU'LL BE GETTING READY AND MAKE
SURE ITS ORGANIZED AND DECLUTTERED. PEOPLE'S PERSONAL ITEMS HAVE A
HABIT OF BUILDING UP AND CREATING A MESSY FEEL — ESPECIALLY IF
YOU'VE INVITED A LOT OF FAMILY MEMBERS — SO IT NEVER HURTS TO DO A
QUICK ONCE-OVER TO MAKE SURE YOUR SPACE IS LOOKING GREAT BEFORE
IT ALL BEGINS.

THIS DOESN'T MEAN THAT YOU NEED TO CLEAR THE ROOM OF ABSOLUTELY
EVERYTHING, THOUGH! THERE'S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CLUTTER AND A
NATURAL MESS, WHICH CAN BE FUN AND ORGANIC. SEEING YOUR MAKEUP
SPREAD OUT, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN LEND A NATURAL CANDID FEEL TO YOUR
PHOTOS. THIS CAN BE EXTREMELY FUN TO PHOTOGRAPH AND TO LOOK
BACK ON DOWN THE ROAD, AND IT GIVES YOUR PHOTOS SOME PERSONAL
TWIST. ON THE OTHER HAND, ITEMS LIKE PHONES, BAGS, PILES OF CLOTHES,
OR COFFEE CUPS MIGHT BE GOOD TO CLEAN UP BEFOREHAND!
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WEAR BEFORE THE DRESS

BRING ALONG A FUN ROBE OR PAJAMA SET TO WEAR WHILE
YOURE GETTING READY! YOU DONT WANT TO PUT YOUR
DRESS ON TIL THE LAST MINUTE, SO GO FOR SOMETHING
CUTE AND COMFORTABLE UNTIL THEN. YOU CAN FIND
ADORABLE AND FUN ROBES OVER ON ETSY. WHETHER YOU
WANT IT SHORT, LONG, WITH LACEY SLEEVES, ETSY HAS IT ALL
(HINT:  THEY EVEN HAVE MATCHING SETS FOR YOUR
BRIDESMAIDS TO WEAR!)

FINAL TOUCHES

WHEN IT COMES TO AWESOME PHOTOS, THE "FINAL
TOUCHES" MAKE FOR SOME OF THE BEST DURING THE
GETTING READY PROCESS. MOST OF THE GETTING READY
PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN DURING THIS TIME, WHEN ALL YOUR
MAKEUP IS SET, YOUR HAIR IS COMPLETELY DONE AND
YOURE LOOKING YOUR BEST! YOULL DEFINITELY HAVE
IMAGES OF OTHER PARTS OF THE GETTING READY PROCESS
IN ORDER TO TELL THE ENTIRE STORY OF THE DAY, BUT THE
FINAL TOUCHES ARE WHEN WELL BE CAPTURING THE MOST
CAREFULLY COMPOSED PHOTOGRAPHS.

FINAL TOUCH PHOTOS ARE USUALLY TAKEN NEAR A BIG
WINDOW WITH SOME NATURAL LIGHTING TO MAKE SURE
THAT WE GET NICE, EVEN IMAGES. THIS PORTION OF THE DAY
TAKES ABOUT 15 MINUTES, BUT ITS AN AMAZING TIME TO
FEEL BEAUTIFUL AND GET SOME TRULY MEMORABLE PHOTOS.



WRITE LETTERS

ONE SUPER ROMANTIC THING TO DO IN THE LEAD-UP TO
YOUR WEDDING IS TO WRITE ONE ANOTHER LETTERS TO BE
READ ON THE MORNING OF THE WEDDING. EMOTIONS,
ROMANCE, LAUGHS - YOUR LETTERS CAN CONTAIN
WHATEVER IS UNIQUE TO YOUR RELATIONSHIP. WHEN
SHOULD YOU READ THEM? SOME COUPLES OPT TO READ
EACH OTHER THEIR LETTERS SEPARATELY AT THE END OF
THEIR GETTING READY PORTION OR SOME READ THEM AFTER
THEIR FIRST LOOK. WHENEVER YOU CHOQOSE TO DO IT, TAG
ON AN ADDITIONAL 10-15 MINUTES FOR THIS SPECIAL
MOMENT.

LOVE LANGUAGES

YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE IS THE WAY THAT YOU BEST
COMMUNICATE LOVE TO YOUR PARTNER AS WELL AS THE
WAY YOU BEST RECEIVE THEIR LOVE. LOVE LANGUAGES ARE
TYPICALLY DIFFERENT FROM PERSON TO PERSON. IF YOU'RE
NOT SURE WHAT YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE IS, DONT WORRY!
YOU CAN ARRANGE A DATE NIGHT TO FIND OUT. IS THERE A
CERTAIN WAY YOU NOTICE YOURSELF EXPRESSING YOUR
AFFECTION MOST OFTEN? THATS A SURE SIGN THAT YOU'VE
FOUND YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE! YOU CAN ALSO TAKE A FUN
ONLINE QUIZ TOGETHER TO FIND OUT.

YOUR WEDDING DAY IS THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO
MAKE A BEAUTIFUL ROMANTIC GESTURE THROUGH THE LOVE
LANGUAGE THAT YOU MOST NATURALLY EXPRESS.

IF YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE IS "WORDS OF AFFIRMATION," YOU
CAN CONSIDER WRITING A ROMANTIC LETTER TO YOUR
PARTNER THAT YOU CAN READ TO THEM IN FRONT OF
FRIENDS AND FAMILY. YOU MAY OPT TO EXCHANGE GIFTS IF
"RECEIVING GIFTS" IS THE LANGUAGE. ON THE OTHER HAND,
IF YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE IS "PHYSICAL TOUCH,” YOU CAN
DO A FIRST TOUCH MOMENT WHILE READING A ROMANTIC
LETTER AND IF YOUR LOVE LANGUAGE IS "QUALITY TIME'
YOU CAN CONSIDER TAKING A ROMANTIC WALK TOGETHER
TAPPING INTO EACH OTHERS LOVE LANGUAGES IS A GREAT
WAY TO CATER YOUR WEDDING MORE TO YOU AS PEOPLE.
ONE COULD GET A GIFT WHILE THE OTHER WRITES A LETTER
MIX IT UP TO SHOW EACH OTHER LOVE THE WAY THEY
RECEIVE IT.

GETTING READY
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FIRST LOOK

ITS SO SPECIAL TO DO A FIRST LOOK ON YOUR WEDDING DAY
BUT ALSO NOT NECESSARY IF IT DOESNT SOUND LIKE
SOMETHING YOU ARE INTO! WHILE MOST COUPLES PREFER TO
WAIT FOR THE AISLE FOR THE BIG REVEAL OTHERS CHOOSE TO
FIND A SEPARATE TIME EARLIER IN THE DAY TO SEE EACH OTHER
ALL DRESSED UP FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME. THIS MAKES FOR A
SPECIAL MEMORY AND ALSO CALMS ANY EXCITED NERVES YOU
HAVE. [F A FIRST LOOK IS IMPORTANT TO YOU, LETS CHAT ABOUT
HOW WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN. CHOOSING TO HAVE A FIRST
LOOK OR NOT IS AN IMPORTANT DECISION, SO TAKE SOME TIME,
THINK ON IT AND IF IT FEELS RIGHT, WELL MAKE IT HAPPEN.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION WHEN IT COMES TO A
FIRST LOOK DONE BEFORE THE CEREMONY IS IF YOU WANT THIS
MOMENT TO BE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE. THIS IS DEFINITELY
SOMETHING YOU'LL WANT TO PLAN AHEAD OF TIME. SOMETIMES
FAMILY MEMBERS WILL WANT TO BE THERE TO WITNESS THE
FIRST LOOK MOMENT. SO ITS BEST TO LET THEM KNOW AHEAD
OF TIME IF YOU WANT THEM INVOLVED OR IF YOUD RATHER
SHARE THIS MOMENT ALONE WITH JUST THE TWO OF YOU.
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU CHOOSE TO MAKE YOUR FIRST
LOOK PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, | ALWAYS GIVE MY COUPLES A FEW
MINUTES AFTERWARDS TO JUST SPEND SOME TIME ALONE
TOGETHER AND SOAK IN THE MOMENT WITH NO CAMERAS OR
OTHER PEOPLE AROUND. ITS JUST THE TWO OF YOU, WITH SOME
SPECIAL TIME TO ENJOY THE MAGIC OF THE MOMENT TOGETHER
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CEREMONY

ITS CEREMONY TIME! ALL THE PREPARATION, NERVES, STRESS,
AND ANTICIPATION HAVE LED UP TO THIS MOMENT. THE
BEST ADVICE | CAN GIVE IS TO SIMPLY SOAK IN THE MOMENT.
THIS MOMENT WILL GO BY IN A BLINK OF AN EYE SO REALLY
TAKE THE TIME TO JUST BREATHE AND BE PRESENT. HOLD
HANDS, TAKE A PAUSE, LOOK AROUND AND ENJOY EACH
OTHER AS YOU CELEBRATE THE CULMINATION OF YOUR
LOVE JOURNEY. | WILL BE SNAPPING AWAY, DOING MY
THING

WHEN IT COMES TO CEREMONIES, | HAVE A VERY HANDS-
OFF APPROACH. | WON'T BE DIRECTING ANYTHING, AS THE
OFFICIANT WILL TAKE OVER THIS PART OF THE DAY. WE WILL
RECONNECT AFTER YOUR CEREMONY FOR SOME BRIDALS
AND INTIMATE PORTRAITS. BUT FOR NOW, LIVE IN THIS
MOMENT. ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT CEREMONY LENGTH AND
VOW-WRITING WILL ANSWERED IN THE COMING SECTIONS.

THERE CAN BE A LOT OF NERVES RIGHT BEFORE THE
CEREMONY. THIS IS THE BIG MOMENT, AFTER ALL! | WANT TO
ENCOURAGE YOU TO JUST RELAX AND BE YOURSELF. THERE
MIGHT BE A BIG CROWD AT YOUR WEDDING WAITING TO
WITNESS THE CEREMONY, BUT REMEMBER THAT THESE PEOPLE
ARE HERE FOR YOU! THEY LOVE YOU AND ARE SO EXCITED
TO WATCH YOU TIE THE KNOT. ALSO, ONCE YOURE
STANDING UP THERE WITH THE LOVE OF YOUR LIFE
EXCHANGING VOWS, IT WILL FEEL LIKE YOURE THE ONLY
TWO PEOPLE IN THE ENTIRE WORLD. ALL THE NERVES WILL
MELT AWAY, AND YOU'LL BE ABLE TO BE FULLY PRESENT FOR
THIS IMPORTANT MOMENT.



LENGTH OF CEREMONY

YOUR CEREMONY CAN BE AS SHORT OR AS LONG AS
YOU WANT IT TO BE! SOME ARE AROUND 15-20
MINUTES (OR LONGER), WHILE OTHERS ARE AS QUICK
AS 5 MINUTES. IF YOU DONT WANT TO EXCHANGE
PERSONAL VOWS, FOR EXAMPLE, YOUR CEREMONY
MIGHT BE SHORTER

HOWEVER, THE BEST PERSON TO SPEAK TO ABOUT THIS
IS YOUR OFFICIANT, OR CELEBRANT, AS THEY CAN
PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ON WHAT WILL BE SAID
DURING THE CEREMONY. THEY CAN DEFINITELY
CUSTOMIZE THE CEREMONY TO MEET YOUR NEEDS, SO
DONT BE AFRAID TO SPEAK UP ABOUT HOW YOU
WANT THINGS TO RUN.

PRO TIP: ONCE THE KNOT HAS BEEN TIED, | WILL BE AT
THE END OF AISLE READY TO GET AN AMAZING SHOT.
CONSIDER STOPPING IN THE AISLE AND KISSING IN
CELEBRATION. IT MAKES FOR SUCH A JOYOUS PHOTO,
BUT JUST BE SURE TO HOLD YOUR BOUQUET DOWN
SO THAT IT DOESN'T ACCIDENTALLY COVER YOUR FACE.
LIVE IN THE MOMENT AND I'LL BE THERE TO CAPTURE
THOSE GORGEOUS CANDID MOMENTS!
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UNPLUGGED CEREMONY

CONSIDER ASKING YOUR OFFICIANT TO MAKE A MINI-
ANNOUNCEMENT ASKING GUESTS TO KINDLY PUT
THEIR PHONES AWAY DURING THE CEREMONY. YOU
WANT YOUR GUESTS TO BE PRESENT AND FOCUSED ON
YOU, BUT ASKING THEM TO REFRAIN FROM TAKING
PHOTOS ALSO HELPS YOU CONTROL YOUR WEDDING
IMAGERY, WHICH IS IMPORTANT TO MANY COUPLES.






CEREMONY
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HOW LONG SHOULD
VOWS BE?

VOWS CAN BE AS LONG OR AS SHORT AS YOUD LIKE! SOME
COUPLES WRITE MULTIPLE PAGES AND SOME JUST SAY A
QUICK LITTLE BLURB. WHATEVER FITS YOU AS A COUPLE,
STICK TO IT. DONT FEEL LIKE YOU HAVE TO PUT YOURSELF
IN A BOX AT ALL JUST REMEMBER TO TALK SLOWLY AND
ENJOY THE MOMENT. THE NERVES WILL BE HIGH. MESS UP A
WORD? ROLL WITH IT AND LAUGH IT OFF. VOWS ARENT
PERFECT BUT THEY ARE PERFECTLY YOURS. THESE ARE VOWS
YOU CAN RE-VOW TO EACH OTHER IN COMING YEARS AND
HOLD ONTO FOREVER: MAKE THEM YOU.

WHERE TO PURCHASE
VOW BOOKS

ETSY IS A GREAT PLACE TO FIND VOW BOOKS! A FEW GOOD
SHOPS TO CHECK OUT ARE COVER CAFE RABBIT LOVES
GRAPHICS, AND BRIAR ROSE CELEBRATION. YOU'LL FIND
PLENTY OF AMAZING WEDDING ACCESSORIES ON ETSY THAT
CAN PERSONALIZE YOUR WEDDING, SO DEF HAVE A LOOK
AROUND. THESE ALSO MAKE FOR AMAZING DETAIL PHOTOS!


https://www.etsy.com/shop/CoverCafe
https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/RabbitLovesGraphics
https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/BriarRoseCelebration

FAMILY FORMALS

NORMALLY, WE'LL DO FORMAL FAMILY PHOTOS
RIGHT AFTER THE CEREMONY. WE DO THIS
BECAUSE ALL FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ALREADY IN
ONE SPOT TOGETHER NOW, SOME OF MY
COUPLES OPT TO DO FAMILY FORMALS EVEN
BEFORE THE CEREMONY IF TIME ALLOWS. THIS
USUALLY HAPPENS WITH FAMILIES THAT ARE
MUCH SMALLER OR YOU JUST HAVE A FEW
COMBOS YOU WOULD LIKEI IF WE DO GET
FAMILY PHOTOS DONE BEFOREHAND, THIS MAY
POTENTIALLY ALLOW FOR MORE TIME DURING
COCKTAIL HOUR WITH YOUR GUESTS! JUST A
LITTLE SOMETHING TO CONSIDER!

PRO TIP = THESE WILL GO REALLY SMOOTHLY IF
YOU HAVE A PHOTO LIST MADE AHEAD OF TIME
THINK ~ OF  EACH PHOTO COMBO  OF
YOURSELVES AND RELATIVES THAT YOU'D LIKE
AND WRITE THEM DOWN IN AN ORDER THAT
MAKES SENSE, SO WE CAN KNOCK THEM OUT
QUICKLY. | WILL SHOW YOU WHAT THIS CAN
LOOK LIKE

FAMILY LIST EXAMPLE

FAMILY FORMALS ARE USUALLY MY COUPLES
LEAST FAVORITE PART OF THE DAY. EVERYONE IS
MOVING AROUND, NO ONE CAN FIND UNCLE
BOB, ETC. NO WORRIES. WE WILL GET THROUGH
THIS AS QUICK AS POSSIBLE.

REMEMBER, WHEN IT COMES TO MANAGING ALL
THE MOVING PARTS OF YOUR WEDDING,
ORGANIZATION IS KEY! THE MORE CAREFULLY
YOU PLAN OUT YOUR PHOTOS, THE LESS
CHANCE THERE IS THAT ANY DETAILS WILL FALL
THROUGH THE CRACKS. FOR FAMILY PHOTOS,
MAKING A LIST WILL HELP ENSURE THAT NO
ONE WILL BE MISSED AND IT WILL HELP ME KEEP
TRACK OF WHO NEEDS TO BE IN THE PORTRAITS.
SENDING ME A LIST THAT SAYS SOMETHING LIKE,
"BRIDE, GROOM, MOM, DAD,” OR "BROTHER OF
THE BRIDE JILL. JAN, AND JULIE" WILL BE
EXTREMELY HELPFUL FOR CREATING A TIMELINE
AND MAKING SURE EVERYONE WHO BELONGS
IN THE FAMILY PHOTOS MAKES IT IN. THIS WILL
ALSO GIVE US A BETTER IDEA OF HOW MUCH
TIME WILL BE NEEDED FOR THIS PORTION OF
THIS DAY. SOMETIMES IT TAKES A QUICK FIVE
MINUTES AND OTHER TIMES, WE CAN GET
CLOSER TO THE 20-25 MINUTE MARK THE LIST
MAKES A HUGE DIFFERENCE!

OUR HELPER

KEEPING A WEDDING ON SCHEDULE AND RUNNING
SMOOTHLY TAKES TEAMWORK AND COLLABORATION. I'LL BE
WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY DOING WHAT | CAN TO
KEEP EVERYTHING ON TRACK (AND SNAPPING BEAUTIFUL
PHOTOS ALONG THE WAY!), BUT THE MORE PEOPLE YOU
HAVE IN YOUR CORNER THE BETTER THATS WHY | HAVE ALL
MY CLIENTS FIND A HELPER OR TWO FOR THEIR WEDDING
DAY THAT | CAN CONNECT WITH FOR QUESTIONS.

THE IDEAL HELPER IS SOMEONE WHO'S LOUD AND KNOWS
PRETTY MUCH EVERYONE AT YOUR WEDDING. IF YOUVE GOT
THAT ONE FRIEND YOU KNOW YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT
ON - SOMEONE WHO'S CONFIDENT AND ISNT AFRAID TO
TAKE CHARGE — THEN THATS A PERFECT CANDIDATE FOR A
HELPER DURING YOUR WEDDING DAY. WITH SOMEONE LIKE
THAT BY YOUR SIDE, YOU CAN REST EASY KNOWING THAT
YOUR WEDDING IS GOING TO GO AS SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE.
THIS HELPER WILL ALSO POP IN WHEN ITS FAMILY FORMAL
TIME TO HELP ME GATHER UP WHO IS NEEDED IN WHAT
SHOT.
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BRIDALS

BRIDAL PORTRAITS ARE SOME OF MY FAVORITES. FOR YOUR
WEDDING DAY, WE CAN CARVE OUT AS LITTLE OR AS
MUCH TIME AS YOU PERSONALLY WANT FOR YOUR BRIDAL
PHOTOS. BRIDAL PHOTOS INCLUDE INDIVIDUALS OF YOU
BOTH AND TOGETHER THIS IS A TIME TO SOAK IN THE
DAY AND ENJOY AN INTIMATE MOMENT AS A NEWLY
MARRIED COUPLE.

MOST COUPLES CAN FEEL A LITTLE NERVOUS ABOUT
ASPECTS OF THE BRIDAL SESSION SUCH AS HOW TO POSE,
HOW TO ACT, AND JUST BEING IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA
THESE FEELINGS ARE SO NORMAL | LOVE TO DIRECT MY
COUPLES INTO A SPACE WHERE THEY CAN JUST BE THEM
AND FORGET THE CAMERA IS EVEN THERE. MY BIGGEST TIP
IS TO SOAK IN EACH OTHERS PRESENCE. YOUR WEDDING
DAY COMES AND GOES SO QUICKLY. TAKING IN EVERY
MINUTE IS SO IMPORTANT AND YOU'LL BE ABLE TO LOOK
BACK ON YOUR IMAGES AND REMEMBER HOW IN THE
MOMENT YOU WERE.

YOU CAN ALSO CONSIDER TAKING BRIDAL PHOTOS IN
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS. A VARIETY OF SETTINGS AND
MOODS CAN BE A GREAT WAY TO SHOW ALL THE
DIMENSIONS OF YOUR STORY AND WHO YOU ARE AS A
COUPLE. HOWEVER, | ALSO COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND IF
THE BRIDAL PHOTOS ARE NOT YOUR TOP PRIORITY!
THERE'S SO MUCH THAT GOES INTO A WEDDING, AND THE
PHOTOS YOU TREASURE THE MOST MIGHT COME FROM A
DIFFERENT PART OF THE DAY. THATS COMPLETELY FINE.
YOUR TOP PRIORITY IS MY TOP PRIORITY, TOO. JUST MAKE
SURE YOU SHARE WHAT YOURE LOOKING FOR WITH ME
CLEARLY AND IN DETAIL SO THAT WE CAN GET ON THE
SAME PAGE. I'LL MAKE SURE THAT YOU'LL GET EXACTLY THE
TYPES OF PHOTOS THAT YOU WANT!
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BRIDALS
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LIGHTING IS KEY

BRIDAL PHOTOS ARE ALL ABOUT LIGHTING. | AIM TO ALWAYS
SHOOT THEM DURING GOLDEN HOUR, TAKING ADVANTAGE
OF THAT SOFT, DREAMY LIGHT THAT HAPPENS AROUND AN
HOUR BEFORE SUNSET. BUT WE CAN TAKE COUPLES' PORTRAITS
DURING THE DAY TOO! TYPICALLY | DO BOTH. GOOD LIGHT IS
EVERYTHING WHEN IT COMES TO TAKING GREAT PHOTOS.

THE MIDDAY SUN IS HARSH AND CREATES STRONG SHADOWS,
ESPECIALLY OVER YOUR FACE, SO ITS NOT THE BEST FOR
TAKING ROMANTIC PHOTOS. BUT DONT STRESS ABOUT THE
WEATHER, AS EVEN RAINY DAYS CAN BRING GORGEOUS LIGHT,
ESPECIALLY DURING GOLDEN HOUR

INDIVIDUAL PORTRAITS

WELL TAKE PLENTY OF LOVELY PHOTOS OF YOU BOTH
TOGETHER BUT ITS ALSO NICE TO TAKE A FEW INDIVIDUAL
PORTRAITS. YOU'LL DEFINITELY WANT TO LOOK BACK ON
YOUR WEDDING WITH SOME PHOTOS IN YOUR GORGEOUS
GOWN OR SUITED UP AND LOOKING GOOD! WE WILL GRAB A
FEW OF THESE THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND AFTER YOUR
SUNSET BRIDAL PORTRAITS AS WELL GET READY FOR ALL THE
FUN PHOTOS AND SOON YOU'LL BE LOOKING THROUGH
THEM ALL IN GALLERY FORMAT AND IN PRINT.

WHAT IS GOLDEN HOUR?

GOLDEN HOUR IS THE NAME THAT PHOTOGRAPHERS GIVE TO
THE FIRST HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE AND THE LAST HOUR AFTER
SUNSET. ITS THE TIME OF DAY WHEN THE SUN PROVIDES THE
PERFECT LIGHTING FOR PHOTOGRAPHS. THE LIGHT DURING
GOLDEN HOUR IS BREATHTAKING AND MAKES FOR SOME
TRULY STUNNING PHOTOS. DURING YOUR WEDDING, WE'LL
AIM TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF GOLDEN HOUR SO THAT
YOU END UP WITH THE MOST BEAUTIFUL IMAGES POSSIBLE.

HOWEVER, EVEN IF WE LOSE THAT PERFECT GOLDEN HOUR
LIGHT DUE TO CLOUDS OR A CHANGE IN THE TIMING OF THE
DAY, DONT STRESS OUT! WE CAN WORK WITH WHATEVER
LIGHT WE GET AND WILL CREATE GORGEOUS PHOTOS.
GOLDEN HOUR CAN HELP MAKE PHOTOS MORE BEAUTIFUL,
BUT THE REAL BEAUTY WILL COME FROM YOU AND YOUR
PARTNER AND THE LOVE THAT YOU SHARE ITS JUST AS
POSSIBLE TO HAVE THE PHOTOS OF YOUR DREAMS WITHOUT
THE GOLDEN HOUR LIGHTING






FILM

IF YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER OFFERS FILM (LIKE ME!),
THEN EXPECT SOME SWEET SNAPS OF OUR TIME
TOGETHER FILM  PHOTOS ARE JUST SO SPECIAL
BECAUSE THEY CAPTURE THE MOMENT IN A REAL
AND RAW WAY.

SURE, THEY ARENT ALWAYS PERFECT - THE
LIGHTING CAN BE TOO BRIGHT OR TOO DARK OR
YOU MIGHT BE LOOKING THE WRONG WAY - BUT |
GUARANTEE YOU'LL TREASURE THESE LITTLE GEMS
THEY ARE TANGIBLE PHOTOS THAT PERHAPS
SOMEDAY YOUR KIDS WILL BE HOLDING OR WHEN
YOU'RE A BIT OLDER SAYING, '/REMEMBER WHEN.."

POLAROIDS
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TIMELINES

THE TIMELINE OF YOUR WEDDING DAY CAN BE TRICKY, AS |
KNOW THERE'S SO MUCH YOU WANT TO FIT INTO THE DAY —
AND ONLY SO MUCH DAYLIGHT TO WORK WITH! HOWEVER
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER IS YOUR BEST RESOURCE WHEN IT
COMES TO PLANNING YOUR TIMELINE AND | USUALLY
CREATE THAT WITH YOU.

I'VE DONE SO MANY WEDDINGS AND | KNOW WHAT DOES
AND DOESNT WORK WELL WHEN T COMES TO PLANNING
YOUR DAY. TRUST AND BELIEVE THAT WE WILL BE COMING
UP WITH A TIMELINE THAT BEST SUITS YOU (MORE OF THIS
IN THE COMING PAGES). THIS IS TO ENSURE YOU FEEL
EXCITED AND RELIEVED THAT EVERYTHING IS ACCOUNTED
FOR FROM YOUR GETTING READY PHOTOS, TO A POTENTIAL
FIRST LOOK, AND ALL THE SPECIAL MOMENTS IN BETWEEN,
WE'LL GET THEM COVERED.

| FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT GETTING THE TIMELINE DOWN
CAN BE A SOURCE OF STRESS FOR MANY COUPLES. THERE
ARE SO MANY MOVING PARTS TO A WEDDING, EACH WITH
SO MANY DETAILS (LARGE AND SMALL) YOU NEED TO
ACCOUNT FOR IT CAN FEEL DAUNTING TO HAVE TO COME
UP WITH A FULL PLAY-BY-PLAY FOR SUCH AN IMPORTANT
DAY. THE [IMPORTANT THING IS TO STAY CALM AND
REMEMBER THAT IT WILL ALL GET FIGURED OUT WITH TIME!
WELL WORK TOGETHER TO COME UP WITH A SCHEDULE
THAT ACCOUNTS FOR ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING YOU WANT
IN ' YOUR WEDDING AND ALLOWS FOR PLENTY OF FLEXIBILITY.

TIMELINES
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TIMELINE GUIDANCE

AS | MENTIONED BEFORE, | HAVE SOME EXPERIENCE
CRAFTING WEDDING DAY TIMELINES. IF YOU GET A BIT
INTIMIDATED WHEN IT COMES TO THE DAY'S PLAN, THAT IS
WHERE | COME IN AND HELP IF YOUD LIKE. IF YOU ARENT
EXACTLY SURE WHERE TO START, TIMELINE GUIDANCE IS
SOMETHING THAT | LOVE TO PROVIDE!

ONCE WE GET A BIT CLOSER TO YOUR DATE | WILL SEND
OVER A QUESTIONNAIRE TO GATHER A BIT MORE
INFORMATION. ONCE THAT QUESTIONNAIRE IS COMPLETED,
EXPECT YOUR MOCK TIMELINE IN YOUR EMAIL! FROM THERE
WE DISCUSS ANY CHANGES AND TUH-DUH, WE ARE ALL
DONE AND READY TO GO.

THE MOCK

BEFORE YOUR WEDDING, WELL COME UP WITH A MOCK
TIMELINE TOGETHER, LEAVING PLENTY OF WIGGLE ROOM IN
CASE THINGS ARE RUNNING LATE, OR WE DECIDE WED LIKE
TO SHOOT FOR LONGER IN A CERTAIN PLACE. WELL CHASE
THE SUN, TAKE AMAZING PHOTOS, AND ABOVE ALL PLAN THE
DAY AROUND YOUR INTERESTS AND VALUES, SO NO STRESS -
I'M HERE TO HELP!

THINK OF THE MOCK TIMELINE AS A ROUGH DRAFT OF
YOUR WEDDING DAY PLAN. IT WILL PROVIDE US WITH A
BASIC OVERVIEW OF THE DAY, BUT NOTHING WILL BE SET IN
STONE. WE'LL BE ABLE TO CHANGE IT AND ADJUST IT AS THE
DAY GETS CLOSER! THE REAL PURPOSE OF A MOCK TIMELINE
IS TO PROVIDE A GENERAL GUIDE OF THE BIG MOMENTS
THROUGHOUT YOUR WEDDING AND TO MAKE SURE WE
KNOW WHEN SUNSET AND SUNRISE IS. THAT WAY, WE CAN
START FIGURING OUT HOW TO TIME THE KEY MOMENTS OF
YOUR SPECIAL DAY TO LINE UP WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE
LIGHTING, WHICH WILL MAKE FOR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
PHOTOS POSSIBLE.

TO DEVELOP THE MOCK TIMELINE, WELL CHAT TOGETHER
AND GO OVER ALL THE THINGS YOURE GOING TO WANT
PHOTOGRAPHED THROUGHOUT THE DAY. ANY DETAILS YOU
CAN THINK OF WILL BE ADDED TO THE MOCK TIMELINE, AND
WE'LL ADAPT AND ADJUST FROM THERE UNTIL IT'S FINALIZED.
ITS ALWAYS BETTER TO BE OVER-PREPARED THAN
UNDERPREPARED!



EXTRA TIME

THOUCH WE DO HAVE TO CONSIDER LIGHTING WHEN
CRAFTING YOUR TIMELINE, THE REST OF THE DAY IS RATHER
FLUID AND CAN BE WHATEVER YOU WANT IT TO BE |
RECOMMEND  INTENTIONALLY CARVING IN TIME FOR
YOURSELF. WANT EXTRA TIME IN THE MORNING? SOME TIME
AFTER GETTING READY WITHOUT ME HOVERING OVER YOU?
TIME TO FACETIME SOME FAMILY MEMBERS? CONSIDER IT
DONE. WE CAN CARVE IN TIME FOR WHATEVER YOU WANT.
THERE IS ALWAYS TIME

BE UNTRADITIONAL

BE A LITTLE UNTRADITIONAL IF YOU WANT! FOR EXAMPLE, IF
YOU ARE A CRAZY ICE CREAM LOVER, WE CAN GO TO AN ICE
CREAM SHOP IN YOUR BRIDAL ATTIRE. COFFEE LOVING
COUPLE? LETS FIND A COFFEE SHOP NEARBY AND MAKE
THOSE PHOTOS HAPPEN. WHEN | SAY YOUR TIMELINE IS
YOURS, | MEAN IT.

TIMELINES
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LETS FACETIME

YOUR TIMELINE IS ALL DONE AND WE ARE
INCHING OURSELVES CLOSER TO YOUR DATE. WE
WILL DO ONE MORE FACETIME/CALL TO MAKE SURE
ALL THE LAST LITTLE DETAILS ARE IRONED OUT. THIS
IS THE TIME TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY
HAVE AND MAKE SURE THE PLAN IS ALL PERFECTLY
HOW YOU'VE ENVISIONED IT

OVERALL GETTING ON THE PHONE ENSURES WE
ARE BOTH ON THE SAME PAGE AND THAT THERE
ARE NO QUESTION MARKS WHEN IT COMES TO
YOUR UPCOMING WEDDING. THE MORE PREPARED
WE ARE, THE BETTER THESE CALLS LAST ABOUT 15-
20 MINUTES, DEPENDING ON HOW MUCH WE
NEED TO DISCUSS. LASTLY, | UNDERSTAND THAT
ONCE WE ARE NEARING THE BIG DATE THINGS
CAN GET HECTIC. IF YOU ARE SIMPLY TOO BUSY
PLANNING TO GET ON A FACETIME, THEN WE CAN
MOVE IT ALL TO TEXT/EMAIL - NO PROBLEM
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TIMELINE EXAMPLE

TO SUMMARIZE WHAT WEVE TOUCHED ON ALREADY, YOUR
TIMELINE IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR YOUR WEDDING —
THIS WILL KEEP EVERYTHING IN ORDER AND IN A TIMELY
MANNER THE SUN WAITS FOR NO ONE, SO THIS JUST HELPS
US MAKE SURE WE GET EVERYTHING COVERED BEFORE THE
SUN SETS ON US

HERES A BRIEF LOOK AT HOW TO BEST STRUCTURE YOUR
SPECIAL WEDDING DAY. THIS IS A VERY BASIC, GENERALIZED

EXAMPLE.
100 AM PHOTOGRAPHER(S) ARRIVE ON-SITE AT THE VENUE
DETAIL SHOTS (RING, SHOES, INVITATION SUITE, DRESS,
115 PM
ETC)
12:00 PM GETTING READY PHOTOS
12:30 PM BRIDE GETS INTO DRESS
O FIRST LOOK & PORTRAITS
2:00 PM
BRIDAL PARTY & GROOMSMEN FORMAL PHOTOS
2:45 PM BRIDAL PARTY LINES UP
3:00 PM CEREMONY
3:30 PM FAMILY FORMAL PORTRAITS
400 PM COCKTAIL HOUR FOR GUESTS & BRIDAL PORTRAITS
430 PM BRIDAL PARTY ENTRANCE
545 PM SPECIAL DANCES & DINNER
6:30 PM TOASTS BEGIN
6:40 PM CAKE CUTTING & FUN RECEPTION GAMES
7:50 PM MOCK EXIT (MORE ON THIS COMING UPI)
9:00 PM

PHOTOGRAPHER(S) DEPART

YOUR WEDDING WILL LIKELY CHANGE DEPENDING ON THE
SPECIFIC EVENTS YOU AND YOUR SIGNIFICANT OTHER WILL
WANT TO INCLUDE. REMEMBER WE CAN BUILD YOUR
TIMELINE TO FIT EXACTLY WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR DAY!
MY GOAL IS TO HANDLE YOUR TIMELINE SO YOU DONT
HAVE TO. YOU TELL ME WHAT YOU WANT WITHIN YOUR
QUESTIONNAIRE AND | WILL TAKE IT FROM THERE.
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RECEPTION

GET EXCITED - ITS TIME TO PARTY, CONNECT WITH
YOUR GUESTS, AND EVEN RELAX A BIT AFTER AN
EMOTIONAL DAY. THE RECEPTION IS SUCH A FUN
AND ENERGETIC PART OF YOUR WEDDING!
IMAGINE GREAT FOOD, ALL YOUR FAV TUNES, AND
A BEAUTIFUL CELEBRATORY ATMOSPHERE!

THE RECEPTION IS THE TIME FOR YOU TO
CELEBRATE THIS JOYFUL DAY ALL NIGHT LONG. THE
CELEBRATION ONLY STOPS WHEN YOU SAY IT DOES
UNTIL THEN, CONSIDER THE RECEPTION THE
PERFECT TIME TO CUT LOOSE AND HAVE THE BEST
TIME POSSIBLE. AFTER ALL YOU'VE FINALLY DONE IT!
AFTER ALL THAT PLANNING AND STRESS, YOU'VE
TIED THE KNOT, AND NOW ITS TIME TO KICK BACK
AND DO A VICTORY LAP. THIS IS YOUR TIME TO
REALLY BASK IN THE JOY OF THE DAY AND HAVE
THE BEST TIME POSSIBLE WITH THE MOST
IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE.

BELOW, YOU'LL FIND SOME TIPS FOR HOW TO MAKE
THE MOST OF YOUR RECEPTION. YOU'LL LEARN
WHAT TO EXPECT AND HOW TO PUT YOUR OWN
PERSONAL STAMP ON THE NIGHT SO THAT YOU
HAVE THE WEDDING RECEPTION OF YOUR DREAMS!
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ENTRANCES

THE ENTRANCE SETS THE MOOD FOR THE WHOLE
RECEPTION AND KICKS OFF THE NIGHT ON A FESTIVE,
JOYFUL NOTE. THE ENTRANCE CAN BE ANYTHING YOU
WANT IT TO BE. WHETHER YOU WANT TO BE FUN
AND GOOFY OR ROMANTIC AND EMOTIONAL YOUR
ENTRANCE SHOULD BE WHAT SUITS YOU AS A
COUPLE. MY SUGGESTION IS TO PRACTICE YOUR
ENTRANCE BEFOREHAND.  THIS IS ESPECIALLY
IMPORTANT IF YOURE DOING SOMETHING THAT
REQUIRES SOME COORDINATION, LIKE A DIP AND KISS
OR A FUNNY DANCE.

THE MORE YOU PRACTICE, THE MORE AT EASE YOU'LL
FEEL ON THE DAY. ALSO, REMEMBER TO TAKE THINGS
SLOW. THERES NO NEED TO BOLT IN OR RUSH
THROUGH YOUR ENTRANCE. AFTER ALL EVERYONE IS
GATHERED TO ENJOY THIS MOMENT WITH YOU! GIVE
THE CAMERA SOME TIME TO CATCH YOU IN ACTION
AND TO CAPTURE THE MOMENT.

PRIVATE DANCES

DURING THE RECEPTION, YOU'LL HAVE THE OPTION
TO SET ASIDE SOME TIME FOR A FEW PRIVATE DANCES.
THESE DANCES INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO,
MOTHER AND SON, FATHER AND DAUGHTER, AND, OF
COURSE, YOUR FIRST DANCE TOGETHER AS A COUPLE.
WE'LL FACTOR THESE DANCES INTO THE TIMELINE TO
MAKE SURE THESE SPECIAL MOMENTS GET ALL THE
ATTENTION AND CARE THEY DESERVE
INCORPORATING  PRIVATE DANCES INTO YOUR
WEDDING RECEPTION IS ALL A MATTER OF PERSONAL
PREFERENCE. SOME COUPLES CHOOSE NOT TO DO
DANCES, WHILE OTHERS CONSIDER THEM AN
INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR WEDDING
DAY. EITHER OPTION IS FINE! IT ALL DEPENDS ON
WHAT YOU WANT, AND REMEMBER THAT THIS DAY IS
SOLELY ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT.

[F YOU DO PLAN ON HAVING SOME PRIVATE DANCES
DURING YOUR RECEPTION, PLANNING IN ADVANCE IS
ALWAYS A WISE DECISION. PRIVATE DANCES CAN BE A
LITTLE DAUNTING, BUT WITH THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF
PREPARATION, THERES NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT.
YOU CAN TAKE SOME PRIVATE DANCE LESSONS
BEFOREHAND TO GET MORE COMFORTABLE AND FEEL
MORE CONFIDENT.

SUNSET PULL

ONCE THE SUN IS SETTING AND GOLDEN HOUR STRIKES,
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER WILL PULL YOU AWAY FOR SOME
SPECIAL PHOTOS. THESE TYPICALLY GO HAND-IN-HAND
WITH THE BRIDAL PORTRAITS, BUT INVOLVE A BIT MORE TIME
ALONE TO GET MORE PHOTOS. IF YOURE SET ON THESE,
PLAN TO SNEAK AWAY FROM THE RECEPTION FOR 20-25
MINUTES, SO WE CAN TAKE PHOTOS WHILE YOUR GUESTS
ARE DINING OR RELAXING. THIS IS THE PERFECT
OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE
CGOLDEN HOUR LIGHTING AND POSE FOR SOME TRULY
BREATHTAKING PHOTOS. THE SUNSET PULL USUALLY TAKES
PLACE MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET, WHICH LEADS TO AN
IMPORTANT NOTE BELOW.

SOME WEDDINGS WONT HAVE A TRADITIONAL TIME FOR A
SUNSET PULL DURING FALL WEDDINGS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE
SUN TENDS TO SET EARLIER, SO THERE WON'T BE A LOT OF
LIGHT AROUND DINNER TIME. THIS IS SOMETHING WE'LL
HAVE TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING YOUR TIMELINE IF
YOU WANT THIS EXTRA TIME FOR PHOTOS. REGARDLESS OF
WHEN THE SUN SETS DURING YOUR WEDDING, WE'LL BE
ABLE TO  TAKE PLENTY OF GORGEOUS PHOTOS
THROUGHOUT THE DAY, SO DON'T SWEAT IT IF THE SUNSET
PULL DOESNT FIT INTO YOUR SCHEDULE!
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DINNER

THIS IS ONE OF THE BEST PARTS OF THE NIGHT — DINNER TIME!
ITS FINALLY TIME TO EAT SOME GREAT FOOD WHILE YOU MINGLE
AND SHARE CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR GUESTS. DINNER TIME IS
A GREAT TIME TO GO FROM TABLE TO TABLE, GREETING ALL YOUR
GUESTS AND TELLING THEM HOW GRATEFUL YOU ARE TO THEM
FOR COMING AND CELEBRATING WITH YOU.

YOU'LL HAVE PLENTY OF GUESTS TO GREET AND FRIENDS TO TALK
TO, BUT ITS ALSO IMPORTANT THAT YOU TAKE SOME TIME FOR
YOURSELVES AND ENJOY THE AMAZING FOOD. THIS IS ALSO THE
TIME WHEN [LL GET TO EAT (EVEN PHOTOGRAPHERS NEED
DINNER!) AND GET READY FOR THE TOASTS

CAKE CUTTING

THINK ABOUT WHETHER YOU'D PREFER A PRIVATE OR PUBLIC CAKE
CUTTING. IF YOU DONT WANT TO CUT IN FRONT OF EVERYONE,
YOU CAN DO IT IN PRIVATE WITH JUST YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER
MAYBE YOURE NOT INTO CAKE? DO A FUN CHAMPAGNE POUR
INSTEAD — OR BOTH! ITS YOUR DAY!

TIME FOR TOASTS

NOW WEVE ARRIVED AT ONE OF MY FAVORITE TIMES OF THE
NIGHT — THE TOASTS! THESE CAN BE EXTREMELY FUN, AND OFTEN
THEY'RE THE MOST ENJOYABLE TIME OF THE ENTIRE EVENING. YOU
GET A CHANCE TO HEAR HEARTFELT SPEECHES FROM CLOSE
FAMILY AND FRIENDS. GET THE TISSUES READY, BUT ALSO GET
READY TO LAUGH. TOASTS CAN BE DEEPLY EMOTIONAL AND
HEARTFELT, BUT THEY CAN ALSO BE HILARIOUS AND FULL OF
JOKES AND FUNNY STORIES.

AS A PHOTOGRAPHER | ALWAYS RECOMMEND THAT ANYONE
GIVING A TOAST STAND CLOSE TO YOU SINCE THIS WILL MAKE IT
MUCH EASIER TO CAPTURE YOUR REACTIONS TO THE SPEECHES. AT
THE END OF THE DAY, THE STAGING DURING THE TOASTS WILL
DEPEND ON THE LAYOUT OF THE VENUE, BUT I'LL BE ON HAND
TO DIRECT AND OFFER SUGGESTIONS FOR PHOTO STAGING
SHOULD THE NEED ARISE.
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PRIVATE LAST DANCE

LOTS OF COUPLES CHOOSE TO HAVE A PRIVATE LAST DANCE
AND IT ALWAYS TURNS BE SO SPECIAL AND ROMANTIC!
WHILE YOUR GUESTS ARE OUTSIDE LINING UP AND GETTING
THE SPARKLERS READY (OR WHATEVER EXIT YOU HAVE), YOU
CAN SAVOR THOSE LAST MOMENTS WITH SOME PRIVATE TIME
ON THE DANCE FLOOR YOU CAN DANCE TO A FEW SONGS
IF YOUD LIKE HOWEVER MOST COUPLES CHOOSE ONE
SONG THAT MEANS A LOT TO THEM. THIS COULD BE THE
SONG YOU WALKED DOWN THE AISLE TO OR ONE THAT
DEFINES YOUR RELATIONSHIP. DURING THIS TIME, REALLY TRY
TO SOAK UP EVERY MINUTE AND THE DAY AS A WHOLE. DO
A SPIN, SNEAK IN A KISS, AND WHISPER TO EACH OTHER THAT
YOU FINALLY DID IT.

TIP: YOUR EXIT IS COMING UP NEXT. THE EXCITEMENT WILL
BE HIGH AND SOMETIMES THIS MAKES NEWLYWEDS SPEED
THROUGH THE EXIT. REMEMBER TO SLOW DOWN AND ENJOY
WHAT MAY BE THE VERY LAST MOMENT OF YOUR NIGHT.
ALSO, PREPARE TO STOP ABOUT 2 TIMES FOR SOME QUICK
KISSING PHOTOS. LOOK AROUND, LAUGH AND TAKE A FEW
MORE SECONDS TO JUST REALIZE THAT YOU DID IT!!



YOUR GRAND EXIT

AT LAST, WEVE REACHED THE END OF THE EVENING, AND IT'S
TIME FOR THE TWO OF YOU TO MAKE YOUR EXIT. THERE ARE
TONS OF OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO COVER PRETTY MUCH ANY
TYPE OF EXIT YOU CHOOSE TO MAKE!l WHETHER YOU
CHOOSE A TRADITIONAL SPARKLER EXIT OR SOMETHING A BIT
MORE OFF THE BEATEN PATH SUCH AS FUN POPPER
STREAMERS, LANTERNS, OR BUBBLES, THE ONLY LIMIT TO
YOUR GRAND EXIT IS YOUR IMAGINATION!

ONE MORE THOUGHT - CONSIDER DOING A MOCK EXIT.
FOR A MOCK EXIT, YOU ARE ESSENTIALLY GOING THROUGH
YOUR "EXIT" LIKE NORMAL BUT JUST EARLIER IN THE EVENING
BEFORE IT IS ACTUALLY TIME TO LEAVE. THEN, YOU HEAD
RIGHT BACK INTO THE RECEPTION TO PARTY FOR THE REST
OF THE NIGHT! THIS IS DONE FOR A FEW REASONS. IT
ENSURES EVERYONE IS PRESENT FOR YOUR "EXIT" SINCE SOME
MAY LEAVE THE RECEPTION EARLY AND WONT GET TO 'SEE
YOU OFF" IT ALSO ALLOWS YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER TO
CAPTURE THE EXIT AND LEAVE A BIT EARLIER

A MOCK EXIT CAN BE AN EXTREMELY FUN WAY TO ADD SOME
DRAMATICS TO THE EVENING WHILE ALSO PROVIDING SOME
GREAT PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES. IF YOU DONT THINK A
MOCK EXIT IS RIGHT FOR VYOU, THATS COMPLETELY
UNDERSTANDABLE. WE'LL PARTY ALL NIGHT AND SEND YOU
OFF AT THE END OF THE NIGHT!
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TIPS

YOUR WEDDING WILL BE ONE OF THE BEST DAYS OF YOUR
LIVES, SO PLEASE LIVE IN THE MOMENT! | SWEAR, SOMETIMES
MY COUPLES FORGET TO BREATHE, THEY'RE SO OVERWHELMED
AND THEY SPEND HALF OF THE DAY STRESSING OUT. TAKE
YOUR TIME, SOAK UP EVERY SECOND, AND TAKE LOTS OF
MOMENTS JUST FOR THE TWO OF YOU TO REALLY BE PRESENT.
| WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHING EVERY BIT OF IT, ALL YOU HAVE
TO DO IS LIVE IN THE MOMENT.

TRY TO REMEMBER THAT YOU'VE PREPARED SO CAREFULLY FOR
THIS MOMENT! YOUVE PUT A TON OF THOUGHT AND CARE
INTO ORGANIZING THIS DAY AND MAKING SURE THAT
EVERYTHING COES SMOOTHLY, AND | PROMISE YOU THAT ALL
THAT HARD WORK IS GOING TO PAY OFF ON THE DAY OF
YOUR WEDDING. WHETHER ITS JUST THE TWO OF YOU OR A
HANDFUL OF CLOSE FRIENDS AND FAMILY, WELL WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL THE DETAILS AND
LOGISTICS COME TOGETHER AT THE END OF THE DAY, YOURE
GOING TO HAVE THE WEDDING OF YOUR DREAMS!

ALSO, BE SURE TO KEEP IN MIND THAT NO MATTER WHAT
HAPPENS, YOURE GOING TO END UP WITH SOME TRULY
AMAZING PHOTOS THAT YOU'LL BE ABLE TO TREASURE
FOREVER! YOU'LL BE LOOKING YOUR ABSOLUTE BEST AND I'LL
BE BY YOUR SIDE EVERY STEP OF THE WAY CAPTURING ALL THE
SPECIAL MOMENTS, BIG AND SMALL! FROM YOUR GETTING
READY PORTION TO YOUR BRIDAL PHOTOS - I'LL DOCUMENT
EVERYTHING. JUST FOCUS ON BEING YOUR NATURAL
AMAZING SELVES AND I'LL TAKE CARE OF THE REST!
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PERSONAL TOUCHES

WEVE TOUCHED ON THIS BEFORE - BUT DONT FORGET TO
ADD A BIT OF PERSONAL TOUCH. YOU CAN ADD THIS TO
YOUR AIRBNB/GETTING READY SPACE - BUY SOME EXTRA
FRAMES AND HANG UP PHOTOS, BRING SOME FLOWERS, OR
PACK ANY LITTLE ITEMS FROM HOME THAT YOU WANT WITH
YOU ON YOUR WEDDING DAY. IT MAKES YOUR DAY FEEL
SPECIAL AND ITLL HELP GET THE EXCITEMENT ROLLING!

EVERY COUPLE IS UNIQUE AND HAS A ONE-OF-A-KIND
STORY TO TELL THE PERSONAL TOUCHES THAT YOU BRING
TO YOUR WEDDING CAN HELP YOU TELL THAT STORY IN A
MORE EXPRESSIVE AND AUTHENTIC WAY. THE LOVE THAT
YOU SHARE WITH YOUR PARTNER HAS SO MANY
DIMENSIONS AND SO MUCH HISTORY, AND A BEAUTIFUL
WAY TO HONOR THAT IS TO MAKE SURE YOUR WEDDING
PHOTOS INCLUDE ITEMS THAT HAVE EMOTIONAL MEANING
OR LITTLE AESTHETIC FLOURISHES THAT SHOW OFF YOUR
PERSONAL STYLE



NO RULES

THE BEST THING ABOUT MODERN WEDDINGS IS THERE ARE
NO RULES. FOLLOW THE ABOVE, DISREGARD IT TOTALLY, EAT
CAKE FOR BREAKFAST, AND DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY — YOUR
CELEBRATION IS ALL ABOUT YOU AND NO ONE ELSE SO
PLAN IT HOWEVER YOU LIKE

STAY ORGANIZED

ORGANIZATION IS 100% YOUR BEST FRIEND WHEN
PLANNING A WEDDING. BUST OUT YOUR TRUSTY EXCEL
SPREADSHEET AND KEEP TRACK OF EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO DO, PLAN, AND BUDGET FOR, CHECKING THEM OFF AS
YOU GO ALONG. YOUR WEDDING HAS SO MANY MOVING
PARTS AND LOGISTICS, YOU WILL BE SO GLAD YOU DECIDED
HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO DO NEATLY LISTED OUT IN
ONE PLACE. WHEN IT COMES TO PLANNING A WEDDING, ITS
ALWAYS WISE TO EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED, AND GREAT
ORGANIZATION IS A SUREFIRE WAY TO MAKE SURE YOU CAN
ADAPT TO ANY SURPRISES OR SUDDEN CHANGES!
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CONSERVING YOUR
FLORALS

MY VERY LAST TIP FOR YOU IS A SPECIAL ONE -
CONSIDER  OPTING FOR A DRIED FLORAL
ARRANGEMENT. THESE COME ALREADY IN A
PRESERVED STATE. THIS HELPS IF YOU ARE IN
ANOTHER COUNTRY OR FAR AWAY FROM HOME
AND WORRIED ABOUT PRESERVING YOUR FLORALS
AS YOU TRAVEL THEY LOOK JUST AS BEAUTIFUL
AND YOU WONT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT THEM
DYING ON YOU.

[F THAT DOESNT SEEM LIKE SOMETHING YOU
WOULD LIKE, DONT WORRY - YOU CAN GO THE
MORE TRADITIONAL ROUTE WITH FRESH FLOWERS
FROM YOUR FLORIST. YOU CAN ALSO DIY YOUR
OWN  FRESH FLOWERS. TO PRESERVE FRESH
FLOWERS, HANG THEM UPSIDE DOWN IN A DARK
DRY AREA FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. ONCE DRY,
SPRAY WITH UNSCENTED HAIRSPRAY TO PROTECT
THEM, AND THEN DISPLAY FOR A LONG TIME AFTER
YOUR SPECIAL DAY.
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ONE HUGE STEP CLOSER,

TO THE BEST DAY EVER

| HOPE YOU LOVED YOUR WELCOME GUIDE FILLED WITH
TIPS, TRICKS AND PHOTOS TO BREEZE THROUGH. ITS LIKE
YOUR PERSONAL LITTLE MAGAZINE. | REALIZE ALL THIS INFO
MAY HAVE BEEN A BIT OVERWHELMING, BUT | HOPE YOU
TOOK AWAY A PEARL OF WISDOM HERE OR THERE THAT WILL
HELP MAKE YOUR PLANNING PROCESS LESS STRESSFUL

AND, IF YOU MADE IT THROUGH THE WHOLE GUIDE, I'D
LOVE TO SEE IT OUT IN THE WORLD. TAG ME ON INSTAGRAM
AND | WOULD LOVE TO REPOST IT TO MY STORIES.

[F YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANNING YOUR
SPECIAL DAY OR YOU JUST NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO
DURING THE PLANNING PROCESS, I'M ALWAYS HERE — REACH
OUT ANYTIME! | CANT WAIT TO SEE YOUR BEAUTIFUL
WEDDING COME TO LIFE. WE ARE GETTING SO CLOSE. ENJOY
THIS PROCESS, STEP BY STEP. DONT BLINK - IT WILL GO BY SO
FAST.
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