, .
}Are they going to listen? Am | doing th? parents role in
enough? Am | doing too much? When | | Lhis stage: j
they go off on their own, are they Embrace yor preteén's identi€y through
going to remain faithful? Parenting pruning and shaping them on their fait
young Christians feels scary, but it journey. Subtle but consistent nudges in this

d°.es“'|: '}a"e to be. We f'.‘°pe this stage, especially related to baptism, have
guide helps you be confident. the potential to propel your child on

through the stage that comes next.
are we there yet?

their motivation making conversation |

You know your child better than
anyone, but in this stage, teens are
motivated by acceptance, even
though they might have a hard time
finding it. And they feel a great deal
of peer-responsibility, which is a lot
to keep up with.

Preteens may feel pressure to be
someone that others want them to
be. This is true even for becoming a
Christian. Maybe they feel ashamed
they are falling behind others their
age. Your role is to nudge and adjust
them. You may think your preteen
too immature to be baptized, and
they may be. Try not to slam the
door shut. It may be years before
they try to open it again. Yes, you
want to make sure they are ready,
but they also need know they're
moving in the right direction.

Match their motivations by affirming
their curiosity and decision making.

study with them

coaching tips

Your preteen wants so badly to be
older than they are. Find ways to
celebrate obedience, curiosity, and
spiritual growth.

Your preteen is asking a lot of
questions (sometimes not out loud).
Be a safe space to talk about sin.
Model how faith, repentance, and
baptism fit together.

Your preteen wants to know people
value them. Show the importance of
belonging and contributing to the
Church. Help them find ways that
they can do this on their own. y

this all might sound like a lot, but I can assure you... ﬁ‘mﬂy M»y




