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Craf t  a  comprehens ive
v i s ion for  your  spec ia l  day ,
inc luding your  des i red
loca t ion in  the  wor ld  and
the  t ime of  year  tha t  su i t s
your  e lopement  p lans .

5 STEPS TO ELOPEMENT
PLANNING

Elopement planning doesn't always follow a
straightforward, step-by-step path. It unfolds in stages.

Similar to ascending a mountain, there are multiple
routes to the summit. However, if you ever find yourself
unsure of the way, this guide is here to provide direction.

DREAM & BRAINSTORM 

RESEARCH & CONSIDER
LOGISTICS 

MAKE CHOICES & START
BOOKING 

FINALIZE DETAILS & GET
READY 

HAVE THE BEST ELOPEMENT
DAY! Begin  t rans forming your

v i s ion into  rea l i ty  by
de lv ing into  the  logi s t i ca l
a spect s ,  d i scover ing what ' s
fea s ib le  ( and remember ,  a s
your  e lopement
photographer  and guide ,  I 'm
here  to  a s s i s t  wi th  th i s ) .

So l id i fy  your  p lans  by
se lec t ing your  dream
elopement  loca t ion .  Secure
nearby accommodat ions  and
organize  your  t ranspor ta t ion
arrangements .

Wrap up the  deta i l s  by
conf i rming your  o ther
vendors ,  acqui r ing your
a t t i re ,  orches t ra t ing
act iv i t i e s ,  and crea t ing a
comprehens ive  t imel ine .

Witnes s  your  v i s ion
mater ia l i ze  and savor  each
moment  o f  your
ext raord inary  e lopement
day !



The foundat ion of  any succes s fu l  p lan  l i e s  in  a
thorough bra ins torming se s s ion .  One of  the

remarkab le  a spect s  o f  e lopement  i s  the  f reedom to
choose  some of  the  most  brea thtak ing loca t ions

wor ldwide  for  your  vows .

STAGE 1:
DREAM & BRAINSTORM 

The a im dur ing the  dreaming and bra ins torming
phase  i s  to  shape  a  ho l i s t i c  v i s ion  for  your  spec ia l
day ,  encompas s ing the  des i red  geographic  reg ion
and the  sea son you envi s ion for  your  e lopement .

SO. . .  IF  YOU COULD GO ANYWHERE IN
THE WORLD TO GET MARRIED. . .  WHERE

WOULD YOU GO? 



The most  e f fec t ive  approach to
dreaming and bra ins torming i s  to  f ind  a
cozy spot  wi th  your  par tner  and
envi s ion your  idea l  e lopement  day ,
deta i l ing  i t  f rom the  beginning to  the
end.  You might  cons ider  doing th i s
dur ing your  cher i shed  da te  n ight  or
whi le  snuggled  up a t  home wi th  your
favor i te  dr ink  in  hand.

HOW TO BRAINSTORM - 3 TIPS

GET IN A RELAXED SPACE

The dreaming and bra ins torming phase
i sn ' t  about  becoming mired  in
par t icu la r s ,  f ea s ib i l i ty ,  or  rea l i sm.  I t ' s
per fec t ly  f ine  to  keep  your  ideas
abs t rac t .  Enjoy the  proces s  o f
envi s ioning a l l  the  potent ia l
pos s ib i l i t i e s .

KEEP AN OPEN MIND 

To fac i l i t a te  your  p lanning,  seek
insp i ra t ion and k ind le  exc i tement  about
f re sh  concept s ,  u t i l i ze  p la t forms  l ike
Pintere s t ,  Ins tagram,  t rave l  re sources ,
l i t e ra ture ,  Google  Ear th  Pro ,  or  maps .

GET IN A RELAXED SPACE



Are  you in  the  mounta ins ,  deser t ,
on  a  c l i f f ,  in  a  fore s t ,  in  f ront  o f  a
water fa l l ,  or  on the  beach?  

WHEN YOU’RE DREAMING ABOUT
YOUR ELOPEMENT DAY... 

ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS 

WHAT IS  THE
OVERALL MEANING
AND INTENTION OF
YOUR DAY? 

I s  th i s  day  jus t  for  the  two of  you?
Do other s  p lay  a  ro le  in  your  day?  

WHAT DOES THE
SCENERY LOOK LIKE?  

Do you pre fer  co ld  or  warm
weather?  Do you imagine  there
be ing snow,  or  f a l l  co lor s ?  Do you
two enjoy hot  or  co ld  weather?  

WHAT SEASON IS  IT?

HOW MUCH TIME ARE
YOU ABLE TO USE FOR
THE TRIP?  

I s  the  e lopement  day  par t  o f  a  l a rger
t r ip  or  combined wi th  your
honeymoon?  How much t ime are
you ab le  to  take  o f f  f rom work?  



CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS TOO...

This  wi l l  he lp  de termine  any
permit s  you wi l l  need  or
acces s ib i l i ty  concerns .  

WILL IT BE JUST THE TWO
OF YOU? OR WILL YOU
INCLUDE OTHERS?  

Are  there  important  cu l tura l  or
re l ig ious  t rad i t ions  you ’d  l ike
to  incorpora te  in to  the
ceremony?  

WHAT DOES THE
CEREMONY LOOK LIKE?

These  can  be  ac t iv i t i e s  tha t
you enjoy doing together  or
ones  you ’ve  never  t r ied
before .  Hik ing,  s t a rgaz ing,
s tand up padd leboard ing?  

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO
WEAR? 

A dres s  or  su i t ?  Something more
casua l ?  Are  you wear ing shoes  -
or  not?  I f  i t ’ s  co ld ,  wi l l  you need
to  wear  ex t ra  l ayer s ?  What
footwear  do  you need?  

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU
SEE YOURSELVES DOING?



At some juncture  in  e i ther  S tage  1  or  S tage  2 ,  many
couple s  opt  to  reach  out  to  me a s  the i r  e lopement
photographer s  and guide .  I  t ake  immense  joy  in
as s i s t ing couple s  in  t rans forming the i r  somewhat

abs t rac t  v i s ion into  a  wel l -de f ined  p lan ,  l everaging
my wea l th  o f  e lopement  exper t i se ,  t rave l  ins ight s ,

loca t ion recommendat ions ,  and p lanning re sources .
I f  you don ' t  a l ready have  a  photographer  who can

as s i s t  wi th  the  p lanning and logi s t ic s  o f  your
e lopement ,  i t ' s  worth  contempla t ing the  prospect  o f

engaging a  loca l  wedding p lanner .

HOWEVER FUZZY IT IS ,  
THAT’S  A GREAT PLACE TO START!  



After  you 've  cra f ted  the  comprehens ive  v i s ion for  your
spec ia l  day ,  S tage  2  revo lves  a round de lv ing into  thorough

research  to  de termine  fea s ib i l i ty .  Your  objec t ive  in  th i s
re search  phase  i s  to  t rans form your  adventure  e lopement

dream into  a  t angib le  rea l i ty ,  ensur ing i t ' s  rea l i zed  in  the
most  opt imal  manner .  Thi s  se t s  the  s t age  for  commencing

the  f ina l i za t ion of  spec i f i c  de ta i l s .

STAGE 2:
RESEARCH & LOGISTICS 

Don' t  worry !  Thi s  i sn ' t  anyth ing l ike  wr i t ing a  thes i s  or
po l icy  paper .  You ’ l l  have  fun !

Jus t  a s  in  S tage  1 ,  I  recommend crea t ing a  l a id-back  and
enjoyab le  se t t ing to  re l i sh  th i s  proces s .  Whether  i t ' s  on
your  pa t io ,  your  cozy  couch wi th  l aptops  or  phones ,  or

maybe  spending t ime in  the  t rave l  book sec t ion of  a
books tore  fo l lowing a  cof fee  da te—make i t  an  enjoyab le

exper ience .
And i f  you ever  f ind  yourse l f  s tuck ,  remember  tha t  there

are  numerous  indiv idua l s  you can cons ider  h i r ing for
a s s i s t ance ,  such a s  a  sea soned photographer ,  a  wedding

planner ,  or  a  loca l  guide .  As  an  e lopement  photographer
and guide ,  I  f ind  tha t  S tage  2  i s  o f ten  when I  provide  the

most  suppor t  in  the  p lanning proces s .  I ’m more  than
de l ighted  to  o f fe r  my a s s i s t ance !

WHAT IF I  HATE RESEARCHING? 



Conduct  thorough re search ,  ge t  in to  the
deta i l s  a s  ex tens ive ly  a s  you can .  I t ' s  bes t
to  uncover  any potent ia l  logi s t i ca l
cha l l enges  re l a ted  to  weather ,  sea sona l
c losures ,  acces s ib i l i ty ,  t iming,  or  any other
fac tor s  tha t  cou ld  impact  your  dream day .
Ident i fy ing these  a spect s  pr ior  to  making
f ina l  dec i s ions  and bookings  (which  takes
p lace  in  S tage  3 )  i s  the  wi se s t  approach .

HOW TO RESEARCH 
3 TIPS 

DIG DEEP

Don' t  be  d i shear tened i f  you d i scover
tha t  some of  the  concept s  you
envi s ioned dur ing S tage  1  prove  to
be  unat ta inab le .  Ins tead ,  cont inue  to
exp lore  a l te rnat ive  opt ions  and re l i sh
the  journey of  d i scover ing "your
spot"  for  your  remarkab le  day .
E lopements  thr ive  on adaptab i l i ty
and spontane i ty .

STAY POSITIVE

I f  you ever  f ind  yourse l f  in  a  pred icament ,
don ' t  hes i t a te  to  seek  a s s i s t ance  f rom a
knowledgeab le  guide .  I f  you l ack  an
exper ienced photographer ,  cons ider
reaching out  to  wel l - t rave led  f r iends  who
have  exp lored  your  dream loca t ion .  You
can a l so  seek  advice  f rom fe l low
enthus ia s t s  on  soc ia l  media ,  ge t  in  touch
with  a  loca l  guide  company,  or  connect
wi th  a  nearby wedding p lanner .  There ' s  a
wea l th  o f  re sources  ava i l ab le  to  he lp  you
a long the  way.

ASK FOR HELP



IMPORTANT LOGISTICS TO CONSIDER 

What  are  the  loca l  marr iage  l aws  & requi rements ?  

Do you want  o ther  people  to  be  there?  

How acces s ib le  i s  your  s i te ?  How wi l l  you get  there?  

What  k ind of  ac t iv i t i e s  do  you want  to  do?  

Do you want  to  do  some sor t  o f  ce lebra tory  mea l /dr ink?  

What  i s  the  weather  l ike?  How do you need to  prepare?  

How busy/ sec luded i s  your  chosen ceremony loca t ion?  

Do you need a  permit  to  a  have  a  ceremony or  photos?  

Do you want  to  do  a  “ f i r s t  Look”?  

What  vendors  do  you need?  How easy  a re  they  to  f ind?  



Ensur ing the  l ega l  a spect s  o f  your  marr iage  a re  in
order  i s  e s sent ia l ,  regard le s s  o f  your  chosen e lopement

loca t ion .  I t ' s  c ruc ia l  to  be  wel l - in formed about  the
neces sa ry  paperwork both  be fore  and a f te r  the

ceremony.  Depending on your  spec i f i c  loca t ion ,  you
might  requi re  an  o f f ic i ant  and wi tnes se s  to  o f f ic i a te

and formal ize  your  union.

DIGGING INTO 
MARRIAGE LAWS 

MARRIAGE LAWS VARY A LOT BY STATE AND
COUNTRY 

I f  the  proces s  o f  obta in ing a  marr iage  l i cense  a t  your
e lopement  des t ina t ion appear s  complex ,  remember  tha t

handl ing the  l ega l  paperwork in  your  hometown i s  a  v iab le
a l te rnat ive .  Most  couple s  dec ide  to  manage  the  paperwork
e i ther  be fore  or  a f te r  the i r  e lopement  day .  Thi s  approach

ensures  tha t  the i r  spec ia l  day  remains  unaf fec ted  by
paperwork concerns ,  loca t ion l imi ta t ions  for  o f f i c i ant s ,  or  the

need to  f ind  wi tnes se s .

BUT DON’T LET PAPERWORK KEEP YOU FROM
HAVING THE DAY OF YOUR DREAMS!  

YOU GET MARRIED ON THE DAY YOU SAY YOUR
VOWS AND COMMIT YOUR LIFE TO YOUR PARTNER.  



When pinpoint ing the  prec i se
loca t ion for  your  vow exchange ,  i t ' s
e s sent ia l  to  a s se s s  the  l ega l i ty  and
eth ica l  impl ica t ions  o f  conduct ing a
wedding ceremony there .  Cer ta in
loca le s  may have  regula t ions  or
re s t r ic t ions  aga ins t  any form of
ceremony,  and some p laces  may not
be  su i tab le  for  hos t ing a  wedding
ceremony.

PERMITS & REGULATIONS 

LEGALITIES & ETHICS 

On most  publ ic  l ands  and pr iva te
proper t ie s ,  obta in ing a  permit  i s
typ ica l ly  a  prerequi s i te  for
conduct ing a  wedding ceremony.
Many loca t ions  a l so  mandate  a  permit
for  your  photographer  to  capture
images  there .  As  a  genera l  guide l ine ,
i t ' s  adv i sab le  to  pre sume tha t
permis s ion i s  requi red  unle s s
exp l ic i t ly  in formed otherwise .

DO YOU NEED A PERMIT? 

I t ' s  c ruc ia l  to  adhere  to  the  seven Leave
No Trace  pr inc ip le s  throughout  your
outdoor  adventure  e lopement .  Preserve
the  natura l  beauty  o f  the  l andscape  and
ensure  tha t  you don ' t  t read  upon or
hos t  your  ceremony in  de l ica te
envi ronments .

“LEAVE NO TRACE”
PRINCIPLES 



Certa in  loca t ions  have  d i s t inc t  "h igh"  and " low" sea sons ,  and
these  var ia t ions  can  in f luence  the  degree  o f  sec lus ion a t  your
e lopement  venue .  Addi t iona l ly ,  they  may in f luence  the  loca l
cos t s  for  accommodat ions  and d in ing.  To ga in  ins ight s  in to
the  most  su i tab le  t ime to  v i s i t  your  chosen loca t ion ,  i t ' s
adv i sab le  to  reach  out  to  a  loca l  re s ident ,  park  ranger ,  or
guide  who pos se s se s  loca l  knowledge .  As  your  e lopement
guide  a l l  th i s  in format ion i s  inc luded in  your  EXCLUSIVE
ELOPEMENT GUIDE when you book me a s  your
photographer .

WEATHER & SEASONS 
HIGH & LOW SEASON

The in i t i a l  s tep  in  prepar ing for  adver se  weather  condi t ions
involves  conduct ing advanced re search  to  a scer ta in  the  typ ica l
sea sona l  condi t ions ,  encompas s ing tempera tures ,  prec ip i ta t ion ,
c loud cover ,  and wind pa t terns ,  in  your  se lec ted  region.  I f
your  in tent ion i s  to  de l ibera te ly  opt  for  a  " shoulder  sea son"  or
"of f  sea son"  to  avoid  the  crowds ,  i t ' s  e s sent ia l  to  inves t iga te
potent ia l  sea sona l  road  c losures  and t ranspor ta t ion
inter rupt ions  tha t  might  a f fec t  your  p lans .  Addi t iona l ly ,  i t ' s
prudent  to  moni tor  recurr ing natura l  event s  such a s  wi ld f i re s ,
f loods ,  l ands l ides ,  monsoons ,  typhoons ,  tornadoes ,  and so
for th .  
Keep in  mind tha t  outdoor  e lopements  inherent ly  car ry  a  r i sk
of  inc lement  weather ,  so  i t ' s  wi se  to  contempla te  a l te rnat ive
loca t ions  in  the  v ic in i ty ,  mainta in  a  degree  o f  f l ex ib i l i ty  in
your  schedule ,  and be  prepared  to  adapt  to  changing
ci rcumstances .  Ul t imate ly ,  what  t ru ly  mat ter s  i s  uni t ing wi th
your  be loved in  matr imony.

WHAT IF THE WEATHER IS  BAD? 



I s  there  a  cer t i a in  mea l  or  type  o f
cu i s ine  tha t  you jus t  have  to  have  on
your  wedding day?  I s  there  a  re s taurant
you can go to ,  or  should  you h i re  a
pr iva te  chef ?  I f  you ’ re  h ik ing,  can  you
take  a  p icnic  wi th  you?  

ACTIVITIES, CELEBRATION &
FUN! 

FOOD & DRINKS 

What  fun th ings  do  you want  to  be  a
par t  o f  your  e lopement  day?  Do you
want  to  soak  in  a  hot  spr ing ,  go
s ta rgaz ing,  sk i ,  s t and up paddleboard ,
or  kayak?  

ACTIVITES -  FUN THINGS
TO DO! 

Celebra t ing i s  important ,  but  make
sure  to  l eave  no t race  wi th  your
ac t iv i t i e s .  F ind and p ick  up tha t
champagne cork ,  f ind  a  eco-f r iend ly
confe t t i  opt ion ( l ike  loca l  l eaves  or
nat ive  wi ld  f lower  peta l s )—and look
into  f i re  codes  and f i re  bans  be fore
p lanning to  l ight  spark ler s .  

CHAMPAGNE,  CONFETTI &
SPARKLERS 

I f  you want  mus ic  ( l ive  or  recorded)  to
be  a  par t  o f  your  day ,  make  sure  you
plan  how you wi l l  p l ay  i t  (or  have
someone p lay  i t  for  you) .  A l so  make
sure  to  check i f  you ’ re  a l lowed to  p lay
ampl i f i ed  mus ic  a t  your  loca t ion .  

MUSIC



ARE YOU READY?! HAVE YOU MADE SOME
PROGRESS TO FIND OUT WHAT’S POSSIBLE FOR

YOUR ELOPEMENT DAY? 

AWESOME! YOU'RE MAKING REMARKABLE PROGRESS
TOWARDS EMBARKING ON YOUR JOURNEY TO

MARRIAGE IN A TRULY INCREDIBLE, INTIMATE, AND
SIGNIFICANT WAY!

If you've encountered any chal lenges at this stage or feel  l ike
you're encountering roadblocks,  please don't hesitate to reach
out for assistance. It ' s  absolutely worthwhile to seek the right
support to transform your dream elopement day into a reality.
This moment is  truly one of a kind, and you rightful ly deserve

to exchange your vows in the extraordinary manner you
envision.

As in my role as an elopement photographer and guide, Stage
2 is  typical ly where I contribute the MOST to assist  couples

throughout their elopement planning journey. I  am
wholeheartedly dedicated to helping bring your vision to l i fe.



With your  pr ior i t i e s  in  c lear  focus  and comprehens ive  re search
at  your  d i sposa l ,  i t ' s  t ime to  t rans i t ion  into  the  dec i s ion-

making and booking phase !  
The  objec t ive  o f  th i s  s t age  i sn ' t  to  i ron out  every  s ing le  de ta i l
but  ra ther  to  e s tab l i sh  the  most  c r i t i ca l  e lements ,  a l lowing you

to  proceed  wi th  f ine- tuning the  spec i f i c s  in  the  subsequent
phase  (S tage  4 ) .

STAGE 3:
MAKE CHOICES & START

BOOKING 



Does  a  par t icu la r  da te  ho ld  deep
s igni f icance  for  both  o f  you?  Does
th i s  da te  harmonize  wi th  your
p lanned accommodat ions ,  loca t ion ,
and the  ava i l ab i l i ty  o f  your  pre fer red
photographer?  I s  i t  su i tab le  for  those
who wi l l  be  shar ing your  spec ia l  day
with  you?  Moreover ,  i t ' s  e s sent ia l  to
take  in to  account  any ho l idays  and
s igni f icant  event s  tha t  cou ld
potent ia l ly  a f fec t  your  chosen
e lopement  venue .

WHAT TO DECIDE FIRST 

PICK YOUR DATE

Se lec t  the  genera l  reg ion where  you
imagine  your  ceremony unfo ld ing.
For  ins tance ,  you might  envi s ion
say ing your  vows  a t  the  edge  o f  tha t
canyon,  on the  summit  o f  tha t
mounta in ,  or  wi th in  the  vas tnes s  o f
those  sand dunes .  Whi le  the  exac t
spot  for  your  vows  can be  determined
spontaneous ly  on the  day ,  hav ing a
c lear  not ion of  the  genera l  a rea
a l lows  you to  secure ly  organize  your
accommodat ions  and t ranspor ta t ion .

PICK YOUR ELOPEMENT
LOCATION



Once you have  booked your
lodging and dec ided  on your
ceremony loca t ion ,  f ind  out  the
bes t  way to  t rave l  be tween them.  I f
you have  other  people  coming,  do
you need mul t ip le  renta l  car s  or
would  a  shut t l e  make  more  sense?
Do you need to  re serve  fe r ry
cros s ing t icket s  or  book a
he l icopter  tour?  Wi l l  any of  your
loca t ions  poten-  t i a l ly  requi re  a
4WD vehic le?  Are  you comfor tab le
wi th  4WD roads?  I f  not ,  look into
hi r ing a  profe s s iona l  4WD
company.  

WHAT TO BOOK FIRST 

BOOK LODGING
NEARBY

Explore  VRBO, Airbnb,
Hote l s . com,  booking.com,
Google  Maps ,  and Google  to
uncover  d i s t inc t ive  lodging
opt ions  for  your  e lopement .
Employ Google  Maps  to  gauge
the  dr ive  t ime between your
chosen lodging and ceremony
loca t ion .  The c loser  your
lodging a l igns  wi th  your
ceremony s i te ,  the  smoother
your  day ' s  logi s t i c s  wi l l  be .
However ,  for  remote  loca le s ,  i t ' s
not  uncommon for  the  neare s t
accommodat ions  to  be  1-2  hours
away.
Cons ider  your  lodging needs :
Wi l l  i t  be  an  in t imate  a f f a i r
wi th  jus t  the  two of  you?  Or  do
you have  addi t iona l  gues t s ?  I f
mul t ip le  lodging spaces  a re
requi red ,  a re  you intere s ted  in
having them in  proximi ty?  Wi l l
you be  hav ing a  " f i r s t  look"?  In
that  ca se ,  accommodat ions  wi th
separa te  rooms may be  neces sa ry
to  fac i l i t a te  separa te  prepara t ion
spaces .

BOOK
TRANSPORTATION

As you e lopement  guide  I  provide
you wi th  th i s  in  your  exc lus ive
e lopement  guide  which  inc ludes
lodging & vendor  recommendat ions
a s  we l l  a s  t ranspor ta t ion
informat ion .



CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS TOO...

This  wi l l  he lp  de termine  any permit s
you wi l l  need  or  acces s ib i l i ty
concerns .  

WILL IT BE JUST THE
TWO OF YOU? OR WILL
YOU INCLUDE OTHERS?  

Are  there  important  cu l tura l  or
re l ig ious  t rad i t ions  you ’d  l ike  to
incorpora te  in to  the  ceremony?  

WHAT DOES THE
CEREMONY LOOK LIKE?

These  can  be  ac t iv i t i e s  tha t  you
enjoy doing together  or  ones  you ’ve
never  t r ied  be fore .  Hik ing,
s ta rgaz ing,  s t and up paddleboard ing?  

WHAT DO YOU WANT
TO WEAR? 

A dres s  or  su i t ?  Something more  ca sua l ?
Are  you wear ing shoes  -  or  not?  I f  i t ’ s
co ld ,  wi l l  you need to  wear  ex t ra  l ayer s ?
What  footwear  do  you need?  

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO
YOU SEE YOURSELVES
DOING?



I f  your  f ami ly  won' t  be  phys ica l ly  pre sent  on your
e lopement  day ,  you have  the  choice  o f  shar ing your  p lans
wi th  them in  advance  or  keeping i t  a s  a  de l ight fu l
surpr i se .  A crea t ive  way to  revea l  your  e lopement
intent ions  to  your  loved  ones  i s  by  hos t ing a  d inner  par ty .
Dur ing th i s  ga ther ing ,  you can showcase  images  o f  your
incred ib le  e lopement  loca t ion ,  your  chosen lodging,  and
genera te  enthus ia sm around your  upcoming adventure .

To keep  your  f ami ly  and f r iends  invo lved ,  desp i te  your
dec i s ion to  e lope ,  you can engage  them in  other  a spect s  o f
the  p lanning proces s .  Inv i te  them to  par t ic ipa te  in  dre s s
or  su i t  shopping,  or  even ar range  an  engagement  par ty  or
pos t-e lopement  recept ion .  They can cra f t  hear t fe l t  l e t te r s
o f  love  and suppor t  for  you and your  par tner  to  cher i sh
on your  e lopement  day .  Al ternat ive ly ,  they  could
accompany you on your  t rave l s ,  ce lebra t ing both  be fore
and a f te r  your  e lopement .
A popular  compromise  for  many couple s  i s  to  hos t  an
enjoyab le  d inner  par ty  or  ca sua l  recept ion fo l lowing the i r
e lopement .

ONE MORE THING 

SHOULD YOU TELL YOUR FAMILY? 

REMEMBER THIS IS  YOUR DAY AND ALL OF THESE
DECISIONS ARE ENTIRELY UP TO YOU AND YOUR
PARTNER.  



Now that  you 've  locked in  your  da te ,  secured  your
dream loca t ion ,  and ar ranged your  accommodat ions ,
the  most  c r i t i ca l  and cha l l enging e lements  o f  your

p lanning are  checked of f .  I t ' s  t ime to  pause ,  ce lebra te
th i s  mi le s tone ,  share  the  joy  wi th  your  loved  ones  ( i f
tha t ' s  your  choice ) ,  and savor  the  f ac t  tha t  you ' re  ju s t

a  s tep  away f rom your  envi s ioned e lopement  day !

FANTASTIC! HAVE YOU
ESTABLISHED THE CORE

ELEMENTS FOR YOUR
ELOPEMENT DAY?

AMAZING!  THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECTS OF
THE PLANNING PROCESS ARE NOW BEHIND YOU,
AND THE REST IS  ALL ABOUT THE FINER DETAILS.



Exci tement  i s  bu i ld ing a s  you approach the  f ina l  s t re tch  o f  your
e lopement  prepara t ions !  S tage  4  i s  where  you d ive  in to  the  f iner

point s ,  now that  the  main  component s  o f  your  p lan  are  secure ly  in
p lace .

STAGE 4:
FINALIZE DETAILS & GET

READY 

This  s t age  invo lves  keeping tabs  on numerous  de ta i l s ,  and to  he lp  you
manage  them e f fec t ive ly ,  I 've  s t ructured  i t  l ike  a  handy check l i s t .  I

recommend breaking down these  dec i s ions  in to  manageab le  s teps .  You can
mark dead l ines  on your  ca lendar  or  mainta in  an  ongoing to-do l i s t .

WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO KEEP THINGS
ORGANIZED? 



LAYERS

If your’e eloping somewhere that might be cold or windy, make sure to have fun warm
layers that you’d be happy being photographed in. 

JEWELRY & ACCESSORIES 

Checklist
DRESS/SUIT

Bridal shops can be be strict with their timelines and most suggest shopping 6-12 months
in advance with 3 fittings before your day. But don’t worry! There are so many great
 places to buy dresses online or in local stores. Try searching for a “white maxi dress” if
you want a gorgeous dress without a wedding price tag. 

SHOES

Make sure to wear comfortable shoes with good support and good tread on the soles—if
you’re adventuring outside all day this is crucial! 

PLANNING ATTIRE & ACCESSORIES 



Vendors & Details

OFFICIANT

Do you need/want an officiant or do you plan to “self-
solemnize”? 

FLOWERS

Is a bouquet important to you? Can you get one close to
your location or do you need to pick one up in a bigger city
before you go? 

PHOTOGRAPHER

If you haven’t already booked your dream photog- rapher,
make sure to find someone you personally connect with & is
experienced with elopements. 

HAIR & MAKEUP

Are you doing your hair & makeup yourself or
professionally? How will you touch it up? 

MUSIC/MUSICIANS 

PRIVATE CHEF/CATERING 

PLANNING CHCEKLIST



PLANNING CHECKLIST 
ACTIVITIES & FUN 

HIKING 

For couples venturing on a hike to reach their chosen elopement
destination, some additional must-haves come into play. Seek out a
durable hiking backpack with top-notch weight distribution and
comfortable hip belts designed to accommodate all your essentials.
If your hike is scheduled for sunrise, contemplate packing your
attire in your bag and changing on-site. Remember to include extra
layers for both the ascent and the moments when you're in your
wedding attire. It's a prudent move to have a trail map, hand
warmers, headlamps, sunscreen, bug repellent, rain gear, and an
ample stock of food and water.

OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO 

Your elopement day serves as a blank canvas, ready to be painted
with your individual strokes of creativity. Throughout our journey,
we've had the privilege of witnessing couples craft remarkable
experiences, spanning activities like skiing, kayaking, stand-up
paddleboarding, skydiving, horseback riding, white water rafting,
zip-lining, stargazing, hot air balloon rides, and even scuba diving.
Tailor your day according to your desires and ensure you have the
necessary equipment and any additional support from vendors. You
might even consider enlisting a helicopter pilot, sailboat captain, or
a seasoned sherpa to infuse that extra touch of enchantment into
your celebration.



Checklist

FINALIZE YOUR CEREMONY 

Craft your vows, assemble meaningful items, and select your wedding bands.
Design your ceremony structure, incorporating any readings, cultural or
religious elements that hold significance. Additionally, contemplate
orchestrating a surprise for your partner. It could be a heartfelt moment during
the ceremony, such as reading letters from family members, playing a cherished
song, or presenting a thoughtful surprise gift.

SKETCH OUT YOUR TIMELINE 

Ensure you allocate ample time for a tranquil day free from haste or worry.
Keep space for spontaneity, as some of the most memorable elopement
moments are the unscripted ones. Collaborate with your photographer to
determine the ideal time of day for your photos. And of course, remember to
set aside enough time for savoring delicious meals, toasting with drinks, and
celebrating the love you share!

CEREMONY & TIMELINE 
 



PLANNING CHECKLIST 
1 WEEK BEFORE CHECKLIST 

FINALIZE YOUR TIMELINE 

Examine and put the finishing touches on your elopement day
schedule with your vendors. Ensure all payments to your vendors are
squared away and give some thought to how you plan to express your
appreciation with tips.

GET PACKED 

Prepare in advance. Confirm that you have your rings, vows, and any
keepsakes, and arrange any gifts, letters, or delightful surprises you've
prepared for one another. Double-check that you've gathered all the
clothing accessories, jewelry, shoes, and layers required for your
special day.

CHECK WEATHER 

Monitor the weather forecast during the week leading up to your
journey and make any required adaptations. Revisit your contingency
plans for alternative locations, just as a precaution. It's advisable to also
verify if there have been any recent updates regarding closures at your
destination. A final call to the local ranger can provide that extra peace
of mind.

PICK UP YOUR MARRIAGE LICENSE 

Pick up your marriage license and any other legal documents, if
required. 

WHEN YOU ARRIVE 

Take care of your body. Help your body acclimate so that you can
have the most enjoyable elopement day. 



PLANNING CHECKLIST 
DAY BEFORE CHECKLIST 

THE DAY BEFORE 

Relax, take it easy, and make sure you go to bed early. You
have an important day ahead of you! 
• Relax
• Eat well
• Drink lots of water • Get good sleep 

YAY!  YOUR ELOPEMENT DAY IS  NEARLY
HERE!  



Hooray ,  you 've  reached the  f in i sh  l ine !  A l l  the
bra ins torming,  re search ,  and p lanning have  come
together .  Now,  a l l  tha t  remains  i s  to  savor  every

moment  o f  your  e lopement  day .  My s inceres t  wi sh
i s  tha t  i t  unfo lds  a s  everyth ing you 've  ever  dreamt

of  and more .

STAGE 5:
HAVE THE BEST ELOPEMENT

DAY



Be sure  to  re l i sh  each  and every
moment ,  cher i sh ing the  t ime you spend

together .  Embrace  your  ea sygoing
schedule ,  and le t  go  o f  any concerns

about  your  appearance .  No need to  f re t ;
when you have  a  wonder fu l  exper ience
together ,  amaz ing photos  wi l l  na tura l ly

ensue .

HOW TO HAVE THE BEST
ELOPEMENT DAY 

BE PRESENT WITH YOUR PARTNER
AND LET YOUR EMOTIONS FLY 



Spread  the  joy  wi th  your  f r iends  and fami ly !  Reach out  to  your
photographer  for  a  sneak  peek  of  images  tha t  you can share  wi th  your
loved ones .

WHAT TO DO 
WHEN YOU RETURN 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!  

You're  o f f ic i a l ly  marr ied !  Time to  ce lebra te  in  s ty le .  Hos t  a  par ty ,
barbecue ,  d inner ,  or  a  de l ight fu l  recept ion ,  a l l  in  the  company of  your
neares t  and deare s t .

HAVE A PARTY TO CELEBRATE!  

Contempla te  the  opt ion of  order ing an  a lbum f rom your  photographer .  I t ' s
a  wonder fu l  way to  rev i s i t  the  ent i re  s tory  o f  your  day  and cher i sh  those
memorie s .  Arrange  to  showcase  your  pr inted  photos  a round your  home,
crea t ing a  cons tant  reminder  o f  your  per fec t  day .

RELIVE THE EXPERIENCE OVER & OVER
AGAIN 



of  l eav ing behind the  s t re s s  o f  a  b ig  wedding
and opt ing for  a  day  tha t  authent ica l ly
ce lebra te s  and mirror s  your  remarkab le

re la t ionsh ip  i s  unpara l l e led .  I t ' s  my a sp i ra t ion
that  th i s  guide  i l luminate s  your  pa th  to

p lanning your  e lopement  and br ings  you
nearer  to  your  dream day .

As  your  new bes t ie ,  I 'm here  for  you
throughout  th i s  journey .  Fee l  f ree  to  reach  out

anyt ime;  I 'm jus t  a  mes sage  away !

THERE IS NOTHING BETTER
THAN THE SENSATION 

LET’S CREATE YOUR DREAM
ELOPEMENT TOGETHER!

https://intimateelopementadventures.com/reach-out-about-eloping-in-colorado
https://intimateelopementadventures.com/reach-out-about-eloping-in-colorado

