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STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY $1000+
Anonymous (5)
Nancy Bonniwell & 
   John Selix
Steven & Grace Boysa
Sam & Nancy Bradt
Anthony & Andrea Bryant
Buchanan Foundation
Elaine Burke
Curt & Sue Culver
Chris & Lori Didier
Hank & Lara Ehrsam
Tom Ehrsam
Kevin & Jeanne Flanagan
John Gehl
Peter & Elizabeth Gottsacker
Jacqueline Haase
David Herro & Jay Franke
Kettle Moraine Garden Club
John & Kim Koepke
Arthur C. Kootz Foundation
James & Cathy Liebert
John Mesching & Kris Jensen
Scott & Marjorie Moon
National Insurance Services
Augie Pabst
William Peebles
Ken & Mandy Ploch
Provident Realty
John & Colette Rau
Tom & Lisa Read
Keith & Lisa Reed
John & Mary Rickmeier
Jerome & Mae Sayles
Mark & Cheri Theisen
Tom & Sue Touchett
Anne Booth & 
   Charles Trainer
Chloe & Ross Wandschneider
Michael B. Wheeler, MD & 
   Deborah J. McNear
Windhover Foundation
Ziegler Family Foundation 

PROTECTOR $500-$999
Terence & Susie Bischoff
Frank & Victoria Boucher
Peter Catlin
Compeer Financial
Guy & Kathy Crane
Max & Sandra Dermond
Dr. Karin & Dr. Peter 
   Drescher
Mary Lou Findley
Timothy & Judith Fredman
Mary Jane & Donald Gallo
John & Karen Gardner

Jean & Thomas Harbeck 
   Family Foundation
Michael & Kim Herro
Barbara Karol
Linda & Michael Katz
Lake Country Business Svcs
John & Katie Mehan
Ogden & Company, Inc.
Ross & Mary Read
Kathy & Bruce Rosenheimer
Fritz & Anne Seidel
John & Kristin Siepmann
Jeff Spence
Unitarian Universalist 
   Church West
von Briesen & Roper S.C.
Waukesha State Bank
Mark & Debbie Wierman
Wonderware Midwest
Kyle & Rachel Zwieg

SUPPORTER $250-$499
Anonymous
Harry Aghjian
Tony & Debbie Bong
Flint & Elisabeth Bridge
Stephen & Patricia Brink
Kathleen Burke
Meredith Cullen
Thomas & Maripat Dalum
Derek & Michele Deubel
Tom & Connie Drew
Rick & Allison Elfman
Emil Ewald
Bob & Nina Fiedler
Patrick Gallagher
Gessert Family Farm LLC
Richard Grunke & 
   William Grasch
Tom Hofbauer
John & Sherri Kasdorf
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Mary Korkor
David & Julie Meier
Carl & Amy Meyer
Linda & Jock Mutschler
Karen Narloch-Milford
Ross Peebles
Greg & Jannelle Peterson
Robert & Sarah Schmidt
Tom & Kim Schubert
Victor & Jayna Schultz
Jeanna Schwinn
James Sensenbrenner
Bernie Thibault
Kirk & Lita Tuson
Nora & Andrew Vrakas
Richard & Faye Wetzel
Richard Winter

CONTRIBUTOR $150-$249
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Mark & Lori Boutelle
Susan Buchanan & 
   Michael Davis
Jerry & Judy Heine
Michael & Sharon Hipp
Elizabeth Hoefer-Jezo
James & Mary Koepke
Dr. Michael & 
   Connie Mitchell
Jodi Nienkerk
William Ochowicz
Rob & Gayle Ritter
Dr. Gerry & Dr. Ken 
   Schumann
Judy Stark
John Stetter
Monica & Dan Tighe
Mario & Monika Trafficante
Linda VanGrinsven
Margaret Waite

GUARDIAN $75-$149
Kent & Amy Attwell
Rod & Kim Becker
Ann Beier
Susan Blohm
Paul Christnovich
Lisa & Bob Conley
Patty Curtes
Frank & Donna Davis
Tom & Shirley Depies
John & Patti Dibb
Dan Dupies
Karyn Flitz
Dennis & Jessica Foley
Patrick & Lori Fox
Gass Weber Mullins LLC
Joseph & Nancy Geenen
Katherine Gehl
Michael George
Joseph Golubski
Virginia Hayssen
Franklin Herzberg
Lucy Hoefer
Mike & Kathy Hoefer
Helen Huston
Anne Johnson
Victor Karaliunas
Richard Kimball
Kevin & Elizabeth Klink
Pamela Klinter
Thomas & Jane Kron
Bernard & Karen Kubale
Dr. Julie Larsen & 
   James Larsen

Paula Larsen & James Reiher
Michael & Jamy Malatesta
Mathew & Danielle Mathai
Jon & Pam McGlocklin
Linda Meagher
Eugene & Jean Melzer
Mary Nohl
North Lake School District
William & Jacqueline Perrigo
John & Andrea Rendleman
Robin Riegor
Jeanette Schlidt
Christine Schmidt
Larry & Alyce Schouten
Truman & Barbara Schultz
Joyce Shepet
Donald Stacy
Tom & Lynn Steinbach
Scott & Terese Stetter
John & Mary Stocking
Barry & Phyllis Stone
Steven Traudt
Benjamin Turner
Melissa Vernon
Robert & Jo Wagner
Paul & Kathy Warren
Joe & Lisa Zwieg

SENTRY $50-$74
David & Eileen Baldus
Dave & Ellen Easley
Kathryn Gregorski
Patricia Kaufmann
Charles Kay
Dale Lange
George Myers
Sylvia Oxenknecht
Bettie Petersen-Dicks
Wendy Raposo
Dorothy Steinhorst
Mary & David Tylicki
Steven Vitale
Karl Vogt
James Wilch

ADVOCATE $15-$49
Rochelle Behling
Rosalie Benzing
Janet Bruss
Aaron Busche
Kurt Chandler
Edward Cohen
Jill & Richard DeGrave
Rania Dempsey
Gerald Dolphin
Frances Durkin
Mary Esser

Shelly Ginter
Mary Goralski
Beth Hansing
Debbie Knepke
Heidi Lasnoski
Audrey Lasse
Peter & Susan Mihojevich
Brian Mularski
Tracy Murn
Scott Prill
Kristen Sanden
Jane Simmons
Robert Wirch
Donald & Kathleen Wiseman
Dick & Floss Whalen
Douglas & Leigh Zadra 

HONOR & 
MEMORIAL GIFTS
Donations on Behalf 
of the Following Businesses 
by Lake Country 
Business Services
Brand Xlerator
Flex Care Chiropractic
Groskopf Construction, Inc.
SkyDance Pet Lodge
TEAM, Inc.

In Honor of Jill Bedford
Nancy Bonniwell

In Honor of Bill Biersach
Joan Dukes

In Memory of Carol Ehrsam
Truman & Barbara Schultz

In Memory of Diane Johnson 
Rochelle Behling
Rosalie Benzing
Susan Blohm
Mark & Lori Boutelle
Frances Durkin
Dave & Ellen Easley
Shelly Ginter
Pamela Klinter
Mathew & Danielle Mathai
The Raposo Family
John Stetter
Scott & Terese Stetter
Paul & Kathy Warren
Dick & Floss Whalen
Donald & Kathleen Wiseman
Douglas & Leigh Zadra

Thank You to All Our Generous Supporters
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Generous 
Supporters...
(continued from PAGE 1)

Goals & Accomplishments

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Angelic Bakehouse
Bicycle Doctor
Bill & Kathe Biersach
Bio Moto
Brewfinity
Susan Buchanan & 
   Michael Davis
Village of Chenequa
Lisa Conley
Culligan
Folk Song Farm
Gathering Waters
Gwenyn Hill Farm
Hartland Movement Center
Elizabeth Hoefer-Jezo
Honey Acres
Ixonia Bank
James Imaging
LaBelle Cheese
Laudato Si’ Project
Mama D’s Coffee
Mayer Farm
Town of Merton
The Natural Way
North Lake 
   Management District
City of Oconomowoc
Peter Ogden & Terri 
Mahoney-Ogden
Professional Dairy 
   Producers of Wisconsin
Quad
Rock River Coalition
Serenity Farm
Scott Stanwyck
Stone Bank Farm Market
Trek Travel
VeloCity
Wheel & Sprocket
Sue Zager

Land Protection
Tall Pines Conservancy applied for and was 
accepted to the highly competitive Region-
al Conservation Protection Program (RCPP) 
to purchase development rights on working 
lands through the Agriculture Land Easement 
(ALE) Program. The Purchase of Development 
Rights (PDR) on Mayer Farm, a 150-acre 7th 
generation family farm within the Oconomowoc 
Watershed, was funded in part through this pro-
gram and the closing occurred in spring of 2020. 
In addition, near the close of 2020 TPC was 
grateful to receive a donation of an easement 
by Liesel Eschweiler Lavery on an ecologically 
rich property situated on an isthmus between 
North and Cornell lakes. This land is directly 
adjacent to family property protected in 2004 by 
an easement through the Conservancy.

 
During 2020, we had undertaken steps to 
complete conservation easements on several 
properties, including a 500-plus acre organic 
farm in Dodge Country and a 160-acre farm in 
the City of Delafield. We continue our work with 
a number of farmland owners in the Ashippun 
River watershed that collectively could result in 
almost 1000 additional acres protected.

TPC continues to be a major partner in the 
Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program 
(OWPP). This program assists landowners within 

the watershed in implementing sustainable land 
management practices to reduce phosphorus 
levels in our rivers, lakes and streams. Out of the 
70+ critical source areas that have been identi-
fied, 33 of them have been addressed through 
installation of buffers, aerial seeding of cover 
crops, and grass waterways. Prior to the onset of 
COVID-19, TPC assisted the OWPP in presenting 
a highly attended, public presentation entitled, 
“Water Quality and Your Watershed.” As a prior-
ity area within this project, we continue to ex-
ecute the Mason Creek Watershed Management 
Plan together with the North Lake Management 
District, SEWRPC, the Wisconsin DNR, OWPP, the 
town of Merton and Carroll University. In 2019, 
we completed the purchase of 26 acres of land 
along the creek and received a grant to fund an 
engineering plan that will allow us to re-mean-
der the stream course. The goal of this project is 
to positively affect the nutrient & sedimentation 
levels in the creek. With the completion of the 
engineering portion of the project planned for 
early 2021, we have applied for various DNR

Fall aerial seeding.
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Photo taken by Kayla Mayer.
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grants to fund the construction of the re-
meander. The OWPP project has proven 
its critical role in reducing phosphorous 
reduction levels in the entire watershed, 
including our lakes. 

Tall Pines also continues its collaboration 
with Farmers for Lake Country, a produc-
er-led mentoring group, to educate and 
implement best practices on lands within 
the Oconomowoc River Watershed, in-
cluding the aerial seeding of cover crops. 
During 2020, FFLC was able to continue 
to provide educational opportunities to 
its constituents virtually and through 
socially-distanced outdoor training 

sessions. TPC also continued its partner-
ship with Lake Country Clean Waters 
(formerly the Clean Water Association) in 
presenting its popular quarterly meet-
ings and the 5th Annual Healthy Lakes 
Conference in June. The majority of 
programming was conducted via Zoom 
with impressive attendance.

TPC partnered with many other out-
standing non-profit organizations and 
government entities in 2020 to meet 
mutual land conservation goals. These 
groups include the Mid-Kettle Partners, 
Ozaukee-Washington Land Trust, the 
Rock River Coalition, Greener Oconomo-
woc, The Nature Conservancy, Waukesha 
Green Team, Waukesha County Land 
Conservancy, Savanna Institute, Gather-
ing Waters and the Land Trust Alliance.

Land Management
Our outreach strategies included 
working with landowners in the 
towns of Oconomowoc, Ashippun, 

Merton, Delafield and Erin. TPC con-
tinued our monitoring program with vol-
unteers and conducted invasive species 
removal workdays. We have partnered 
with the Town of Merton to develop a 
conservation plan at the Oconomowoc 
River Conservancy Park and are working 
on implementing this plan for that prop-

erty. TPC received a generous memo-
rial donation of $50,000 to design and 
create a scenic overlook on the second 
highest elevation in Waukesha County. 
The Hunt Eldridge Memorial Overlook 
was completed in spring 2020. In 2020 
we also started a collaboration with the 
Healing Nature Center to implement 
a “Healing Nature Trail” through the 
financial support of the Kettle Moraine 
Garden Club. And we worked with 
volunteers from Laudato Si’ to establish 
connector trails throughout the park and 
with OWPP and Waukesha County on a 
reforestation—tree planting program. 
 
Every five years, TPC applies for renewal 
of our Land Trust Alliance accreditation. 
The lengthy and highly-detailed process, 
which involved our entire staff, as well as 
a team of volunteers from our board and 
sub-committees, examines every aspect 
of our organization – from our financial 
fitness to how we steward the land. In 
August 2020, the Land Trust Accredita-
tion Commission awarded us renewed 
accreditation. Tall Pines Conservancy 
is one of 16 land trusts in the state of 
Wisconsin, and 443 in the United States, 
to achieve this distinction. Renewing 
our accreditation shows Tall Pines 

Water Quality and Your Watershed presentation.

Trail building at Oconomowoc River Conservancy Park by Laudato Si’ Project volunteers.

(continued on PAGE 4)
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Conservancy’s ongoing commitment to 
permanent land conservation in the Lake 
Country region – and beyond.

Education and Outreach
Social distancing requirements made 
outreach activities more challenging 
in 2020, but TPC embraced digital 
technology by offering its second 
Owl Prowl as an online presentation 
in partnership with Laudato Si’ Project 
and Wanaki Wildlife. Other videos, such 
as A Spring Nature Walk and an Earth 
Day Paddle Excursion, were produced to 
encourage healthful, socially-distanced 
outdoor activities. We were fortunate 
that the 2020 OWPP Paddle in July could 
be safely held in person. In August, TPC 
presented the 12th Annual Ride to the 
Barns as a virtual cycling event. Partici-
pants were provided with picturesque 
routes through the rolling countryside 
that they could complete at their leisure. 
Teams and individuals competed for 
prizes through a scavenger hunt and 
selfie contest.

We continue to promote our land protec-
tion work to the community through our 
sponsorship of the Chamber’s Winter 
and Summer Farmers Markets in Ocono-
mowoc. We also hosted a table at the 
pre-COVID Waukesha County Land Con-
servancy annual meeting and the Wood-
lands Conference. Tall Pines continues to 
conduct presentations for various garden 
clubs and community and municipal 
organizations as circumstances allow.  

PAGE
4

DIY Ride to the Barns.

  Sources of Funds
Contributions &
Grants 84.2% 

Investment 
Return 13.2%

Special Events 2.5%

Sources of Funds Amount 
Contributions & Grants 84.2% $805,113.00
Special Events 2.5% 24,186.00
Investment Return 13.2% 126,552.00
Total      $955,851.00

Uses of Funds

Uses of Funds Amount 
Program Services 82% $788,221.00
Education & Outreach 8.53% 81,552.00
Fundraising 2.87% 27,480.00
Management 6.13% 58,598.00
Total $955,851. 0

Program Services 82%

Education &
Outreach 8.53%

Fundraising 2.87%

Management 6.13%

*Please Note: An additional $251.929 from Net Assets was utilized to
fund Program Services such as acquisiton of conservation easements.

Goals & Accomplishments

OWPP Paddle.


