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1.  Prayer is giving up ________________.

But Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign; but the only 
sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 
three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days and three 
nights.  Matthew 12:39-40 (NLT) 

2. God’s _______________ often look different than my ________________________________.

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John tried to talk him out 
of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?” But 
Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize 
him.  Matthew 3:13-15 (NLT)

John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was doing. So he sent 
his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or should we keep looking for 
someone else?”  Matthew 11:2-3 (NLT)

3.  I can trust God’s _____________… even if I don’t understand how He’s _________________.
	
Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen— the blind see, the 
lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News 
is being preached to the poor.” And he added, “God blesses those who do not fall away because of 
me.”  Matthew 11:4-6 (NLT)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 (NIV)
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1.  Prayer is giving up CONTROL.

But Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign; but the only 
sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 
three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days and three 
nights.  Matthew 12:39-40 (NLT) 

2. God’s ANSWERS often look different than my EXPECTATIONS.

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John tried to talk him out 
of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?” But 
Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize 
him.  Matthew 3:13-15 (NLT)

John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was doing. So he sent 
his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or should we keep looking for 
someone else?”  Matthew 11:2-3 (NLT)

3.  I can trust God’s WAYS… even if I don’t understand how He’s WORKING.
	
Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen— the blind see, the 
lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News 
is being preached to the poor.” And he added, “God blesses those who do not fall away because of 
me.”  Matthew 11:4-6 (NLT)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 (NIV)


