
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.1                  Lexile Level: currently unavailable

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Meet Resilience, a Mars rover determined to
live up to his name. Res was built to explore
Mars. He was not built to have human
emotions. But as he learns new things from
the NASA scientists who assemble him, he
begins to develop humanlike feelings. Maybe
there’s a problem with his programming….
Human emotions or not, launch day comes,
and Res blasts off to Mars, accompanied by
a friendly drone helicopter named Fly. But
Res quickly discovers that Mars is a
dangerous place filled with dust storms and
giant cliffs. As he navigates Mars’s difficult
landscape, Res is tested in ways that go
beyond space exploration. As millions of
people back on Earth follow his progress, will
Res have the determination, courage, and
resilience to succeed… and survive? 

The One and Only Ivan meets The Wild Robot
in this unique and deeply moving middle grade
novel about the journey of a fictional Mars
rover, from the Newbery Honor–winning
author of Other Words for Home. New York
Times bestseller!

A Best Book of the Year from The
Washington Post and Publishers Weekly

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

A Rover's Story

by Jasmine Warga

Includes 
Author 

Interview!

I was born on April 24, 1988 at 11:59 PM in
Cincinnati, Ohio. This means that I am a
Taurus if you are into astrology and star
stuff, which I most definitely am. Also, like
all other people from Cincinnati, I am
inordinately proud of my little Midwestern
city and think that Graeter’s black
raspberry chip ice cream is the most
delicious food in the whole world. (I’m
really into a baby hippo named Fiona, too.
She makes her home at the Cincinnati
Zoo.) I loved to read. I also loved to tell
stories. I come from a long-line of story-
tellers. I only met my paternal
grandmother twice—she lived in Jordan—
but one of my most distinct childhood

memories is of her
telling me a story
about the mermaids
that live in the
Dead Sea. That
story has stayed
with me for years.
Stories are the
way I make sense of
our messy and
complicated world.

Read Aloud Video


