
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.6                             Lexile Level: 660L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse
that began with his no-good-dirty-
rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-
grandfather and has since followed
generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley
has been unjustly sent to a boys'
detention center, Camp Green Lake, where
the boys build character by spending all
day, every day digging holes exactly five
feet wide and five feet deep. There is no
lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an
awful lot of holes.

It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize
there's more than character improvement
going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys
are digging holes because the warden is
looking for something. But what could be
buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley
tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment —and redemption.

There is a movie vesion of this book and
also a sequel. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

I was born in East Meadow, New York on
March 20, 1954 and lived there until third
grade. My dad worked on the 78th floor of
the Empire State Building, and maybe that
somehow inspired Wayside School, who
knows? After I finished law school, I did part-
time legal work as I continued to write
children's books. It wasn't until 1989 that my
books began selling well enough that I was
finally able to stop practicing law and devote
myself fully to writing. I write every morning,
usually for no more than two hours a day. I
never talk about a book until it is finished. I
spent two years on my latest novel, and
nobody, not even Carla, Sherre or my editor
knew anything about it until it was finished.
Then they were the first to read it.

WHAT I THINK

Holes

by Louis Sachar

That book is Fuzzy
Mud. In my spare time,
I like to play bridge.
You can often find me
at the bridge club in
Austin, or at a bridge
tournament some-
where around the
country. You can learn
more on my website:
www.louissachar.com

Read Aloud Video


