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YOU’VE UNDOUBTEDLY HEARD THE TERM “FOREVER 
HOME,” BUT DOES IT ACTUALLY EXIST? EVERY FEW 

YEARS IN OUR LIFETIME, WHETHER ON PURPOSE OR 
NOT, OUR CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE – A NEW JOB,  

A NEW SPOUSE, A NEW CHILD, A CHANGE OF SCENERY. 
ALL THIS TO SAY, OUR LIVES CHANGE AND IN TURN,  

SO TO DO OUR HOMES.
TIMELESS APPEAL

The most painless way of surviving change 
is by choosing timeless finishes and furnish-
ings for your home from the get-go. Neutrals 
never seem to go out of style, and there’s a 
very good reason for that. Neutrals have uni-
versal appeal because, if you think about it, 
there’s not much about this palette to offend. 
Neutrals are subtle, simple and frankly, they 
don’t have a lot to say. While this last point 
might sound somewhat negative, it’s actually 
a good thing – especially in relation to lon-
gevity. Rather than making a bold statement, 
neutrals tend to hang back and let the other 
elements do all the talking. Focal points 
and pops of colour can come in small but 
potent doses, and then when it’s no longer in 
style, it’s relatively easy and cheap to update. 
Think upholstery and bedding, window cov-
erings, area rugs, artwork, and small pieces 
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WE DON’T ALWAYS KNOW WHAT’S 
COMING DOWN THE PIPE, SO WHEN 
PURCHASING SOMETHING NEW FOR 

THE HOME, ALWAYS LOOK FOR A 
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL OPTION.

it performs the way to need and want it to. This is the 
main reason the home décor and renovation business is 
such a booming one.

Try to get ahead of life’s changes. We don’t always 
know what’s coming down the pipe, so when purchas-
ing something new for the home, always look for a 
multi-functional option. Aside from performing their 
primary function, multi- purpose pieces will always 
give you a lot more mileage by virtue of their design. 
For example, an ottoman that doubles as storage and 
triples as extra seating or a table-type surface gives the 
standard foot-rest-only ottoman a run for its money. 
The great news is, multi-functional design has found 
its way into every room, so there’s no excuse!

I believe the “forever home” is more about adaptabil-
ity than a particular property with a set style. As our 
tastes evolve and our household structure changes and 
grows, the home needs to bend to meet those needs. 
A well-designed home can meet every need, and look 
great doing it.
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of furniture. Meanwhile, go neutral for 
larger-scale elements which are also gen-
erally more expensive, including flooring, 
countertops and cabinets, backsplash, 
appliances, walls and even larger pieces 
of furniture. By going neutral, you won’t 
have to update these any time soon.

BUT CHANGE HAPPENS

Whether you like it or not, change hap-
pens. Some of my clients’ instinct has 
been to resist change, and that never 
works out well. Instead, embrace it. The 
“timeless” tip above admittedly requires 
some forethought when planning, 
designing and outfitting your home. (And 
that’s just one area where a professional 
designer can really help, if you’re won-
dering!) But if you haven’t thought quite 
that far ahead in the past, don’t be afraid 
to make some changes as life happens, to 
enhance your home’s function and ensure 
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