




Thank you to everyone who rescued an animal and supported our work this year!

ALL ABOUT THE ANIMALS

A Little Gumbo?

Meet our newest education ambassador 
animal...all two inches of her! This 
charming Eastern Mud Turtle joined our 
ambassador team this fall in one of the 
most unusual ways. We received a call 
�B�£�|�p���ÿ���£�*�«�¸�ÿ�À�£�ÿ�r�¸���«�¸�ÿ�ó�B�*�£���ÿ�¸���à�O�r�¸�*�£�C�£�*�*�r���O�r��
Nellysford, who had rescued the tiny turtle 
�B�£�|�p���ÿ�����ÿ�C���|�B���«�|�|�r�+�¸�|�+���*�+���|�|�d�*�#�����£�ÿ�Ý�ÿ�«�J����
�h�À���d�O�g�ã�	���¸�J�*�����O�C�+�J�*�ÿ�£�¸�*�#���«�¸�ÿ�ó�B�*�£���d�r�*�Ý��
this turtle required professional care and 
brought the turtle to us. We learned that 
�«�J�*��� �ÿ�r�#���ÿ�g�g���¸�J�*�����£�ÿ�Ý�ÿ�«�J�!���Ý�*�£�*�����ÿ�À�C�J�¸���|�ó�B��
the coast of Louisiana earlier in the season 
and shipped up to Virginia. She had been 
taken in and out of refrigerators repeatedly 
and still survived the journey north! 

Though Eastern Mud Turtles are native 
to Virginia, this individual was not. The 
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
told us we had two choices: we could either 
humanely euthanize her or welcome her 
�ÿ���|�ÿ�£�#���¸�J�*���¦�à�®���ÿ�p���ÿ�«�«�ÿ�#�|�£���¸�*�ÿ�p���N
That was an easy choice. Meet Gumbo! We 
look forward to incorporating Gumbo into 
our future educational programming. She 
�J�ÿ�«���¢�À�O���d�g�ã�����*���|�p�*���ÿ���«�¸�ÿ�ó�B���B�ÿ�Ü�|�£�O�¸�*�	���ÿ�r�#���«�J�*��
continues to come out of her shell more 
and more each day. 

A Family Affair

We had a record number of Eastern 
Screech Owl babies in care this year, with a 
total of six that were raised together over 
the summer and fall. Each of these owls 
���ÿ�p�*���O�r�¸�|�����ÿ�£�*���«�*� �ÿ�£�ÿ�¸�*�g�ã���À�r�#�*�£���#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r�¸��
circumstances, including nest destruction, 
tree felling, one owlet falling 40 feet from 
�ÿ���¸�£�*�*�	���ÿ�r�|�¸�J�*�£���«�À�ó�B�*�£�O�r�C���O�r�a�À�£�O�*�«�	���ÿ�r�#���|�r�*��
even being kidnapped from its nest by 
humans! Though each young owl lost its 
�|�£�O�C�O�r�ÿ�g���B�ÿ�p�O�g�ã�	���¸�J�*�ã���Ý�*�£�*���ÿ�g�g���ÿ���g�*���¸�|���ÿ�r�#��
companionship with one another at RWS. 

The owlets were raised together for six 
months until each was ready for life in the 
wild. Though the older owls in the bunch 
were ready for release slightly earlier, we 
kept them in care together so that the 
younger owlets would learn skills from 
their older adopted siblings. Our rehab 
�«�¸�ÿ�ó�B���O�«���Ü�*�£�ã���¸�ÿ�g�*�r�¸�*�#�	�����À�¸���Ý�*���d�r�|�Ý���¸�J�ÿ�¸��
owls learn best from other owls!  Owlet 
�Ž�•�+�•�•�“���O�r��� �ÿ�£�¸�O���À�g�ÿ�£���Ý�ÿ�«���|�À�£���|�g�#�*�«�¸���ÿ�r�#��
���£�ÿ�Ü�*�«�¸���|�Ý�g�	���ÿ�g�Ý�ÿ�ã�«���¸�J�*���ÿ�£�«�¸���¸�|���¸�ÿ�d�*���|�r��
new challenges. The other owlets learned 
�J�|�Ý���¸�|���õ�g�ã���ÿ�r�#���J�À�r�¸�����ã���Ý�ÿ�¸���J�O�r�C���Ž�•�+�•�•�“��
�¸�£�ã��� �ÿ�r�#���B�ÿ�O�g�!�	���ÿ�r�#���Ý�*���g�|�Ü�*�#���Ý�ÿ�¸���J�O�r�C���O�¸��
all through the enclosure cameras we 
set up to monitor them. Some of our 
fondest memories from the summer were 
observing the bond develop between this 
“found“ family and seeing them groom 
each other. What a hoot!

RWS Swifties

�r�|�Ü�*���|�Ü�*�£�	���¼�ÿ�ã�g�|�£���®�Ý�O�ý�¸�����¼�J�O�«���«�À�p�p�*�£�	��
RWS debuted a brand new enclosure 
���À�O�g�¸���a�À�«�¸���B�|�£��� �J�O�p�r�*�ã���®�Ý�O�ý�¸�«�����¼�J�*�«�*�����O�C�ÿ�£�+
shaped black birds are unique in that they 
�«� �*�r�#���p�|�«�¸���|�B���¸�J�*�O�£���g�O�B�*���O�r���õ�g�O�C�J� �̧	���*�ÿ�¸�O�r�C��
�*�â���g�À�«�O�Ü�*�g�ã���O�r���p�O�#�+�ÿ�O�£�����¼�J�À�«�	���¸�J�*�ã���ÿ�£�*��
challenging birds to rehabilitate as they do 
�r�|�¸���¸�ã� �O���ÿ�g�g�ã���«�*�g�B�+�B�*�*�#���O�r�����ÿ� �¸�O�Ü�O�¸�ã���ÿ�r�#���p�À�«�¸��
���*���J�ÿ�r�#�+�B�*�#���B�|�£���¸�J�*�O�£���*�r�¸�O�£�*���£�*�J�ÿ���O�g�O�¸�ÿ�¸�O�Ü�*��
�a�|�À�£�r�*�ã�����®�Ý�O�ý�¸�«���ÿ�g�«�|���r�*�*�#���«�¸�£�|�r�C���*�r�|�À�C�J��
�õ�g�O�C�J�¸���p�À�«���g�*�«���À� �|�r���£�*�g�*�ÿ�«�*���¸�|���«�À� � �|�£�¸��
their long fall migration to  South America!

These patients keep us on our toes. 
� �J�O�p�r�*�ã���®�Ý�O�ý�¸�«���ÿ�¸���¦�à�®���ÿ�£�*���B�*�#���*�Ü�*�£�ã���•�Œ��
minutes from 8 AM to 8 PM until release. 
�¼�J�O�«���ã�*�ÿ�£�	���Ý�*���J�ÿ�#��� �J�O�p�r�*�ã���®�Ý�O�ý�¸�«���O�r�����ÿ�£�*��
�B�|�£���ÿ���¸�|�¸�ÿ�g���|�B���‘�•���#�ÿ�ã�«�����•�À�£���«�¸�ÿ�ó�B��� �*�£�B�|�£�p�*�#��
�|�Ü�*�£���•�	�Ž�“�Ž���B�*�*�#�O�r�C�«���B�|�£���¸�J�*�«�*��� �ÿ�¸�O�*�r�¸�«���O�r��
that time! Our new enclosure allows us 
�¸�|���¸�ÿ�d�*���O�r���p�|�£�*��� �J�O�p�r�*�ã���«�Ý�O�ý�¸�«���¸�J�ÿ�r���*�Ü�*�£�	��
which meant almost double the mouths to 
feed this season. The enclosure’s octagonal 
�«�J�ÿ� �*���*�r���|�À�£�ÿ�C�*�«���«�À�«�¸�ÿ�O�r�*�#���õ�g�O�C�J� �̧	���¸�|�|�	��
helping with muscle development. We 
were thrilled to release these patients 
�O�r�����À�C�À�«�¸���+���r�|�¸���a�À�«�¸�����*���ÿ�À�«�*���Ý�*���Ý�*�£�*��
exhausted, but also because we know the 
�Ý�O�g�#��� �|� �À�g�ÿ�¸�O�|�r�«���|�B��� �J�O�p�r�*�ã���®�Ý�O�ý�¸�«���ÿ�£�*��
in steep decline due to habitat loss. Every 
individual that we return to the wild makes 
�ÿ���#�O�ó�B�*�£�*�r���*���O�r���d�*�*� �O�r�C���¸�J�O�«���ÿ�p�ÿ�í�O�r�C��
�«� �*���O�*�«���õ�g�ã�O�r�C��

AROUND THE SANCTUARY
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These people keep us going!
How you can help today:

Cash Donations
Most of our funding 
comes from animal 
lovers like you!  
Please visit our  
website to donate.

RWS Commonwealth 
of Virginia Campaign
The new RWS 
Commonwealth of 
Virginia Campaign 
number is 200032!

Material Donations
•  Paper towels and 

plain tissues
•  Nitrile gloves
•  13gal. trash bags
•  Newspapers
• Old towels, blankets
•  Pet training pads
•  Gas cards for 

transporters
•  Gift cards to Food 

Lion for fresh veggies 
and fruits

•  Gift cards to 
   Amazon and 
   Chewy

RWS Resale Shop
100% of proceeds 
from our resale store 
in The Greene House 
Shops benefit the 
Sanctuary. Our booth 
is on the second floor 
at 14843 Spotswood 
Trail, Ruckersville,
VA, 22968, at the 
corner of Rt. 29 and 
Rt. 33. The store also 
accepts donations, 
especially of  jewelry, 
art, glass, silver, china, 
or small furniture. 
To find out more, 
visit our website.

rockfishwildlifesanctuary.org  

facebook.com/rockfishwildlifesanctuary

@rockfishwildlifesanctuary

@rockfishwildlife

Thank you!

Wildlife Rehabilitators
Sarah Cooperman
Chandler Dennis
Jillian Duckworth
Elka Hutcheson
Jeff Wilbur

Board Members
Anju Grover
Jayme Fraser
Mary Haines-Johnson
Dawn Kidd
Dean Lhospital
Adam Miller
Nancy Nuell
Charlotte Rea
Laurin Scaffidi
Karen Walker
Patty Wallens

Animal Care Volunteers
Debra Abbott 
Erica Baird
Stacy Bailey
Robyn Bennett 
Amy  Chrystal                                                                                                                        
Everly June Cope    
Maryann Dupes  
Cynthia Elkey        
Jackie Harold  
Steve Holler  
Ash McNaney                                                                                                      
Andrea Merchak                                                                                                                                       
Kent Olson         
Laura Scherman                                                               
Debbie Smith 
Mabel Strite
George Wittig
Marnie Wittig 
Peggy Woodall
Vance Woolard
Dave Volin  

Patient Transport 
Volunteers:
Brittany Barnett
Robyn Bennett                 
Peyton Coyner 
Lauren Dalton
Cynthia Elkey
AJ Greely
Susan Hastings
Dianne Hillman
Don Mitchem
Lex Meredith 
Shannon Padgett
Gary Powell                    
Charlotte Rea                                                                                      
Stephanie Sweat
Dave Volin  
Becky Woodson 
Michael Yorg 

2024 Summer Interns  
Sophie Apodaca
Ethan Coleman
Mia Gaynor                                          
   
Outreach
Sarah Cooperman
Bernie Dracopoli
Nancy Newman

Carpentry
Pete Syme
Building Goodness
Foundation

Legal Advisor
Meghan Cloud
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