How do I pick up my new family member and fly home?

1.  Make a reservation that allows dogs to fly in airline approved carriers in the cabin.  Your puppy will fly under the seat in from of you.  Not all airlines allow dogs in the cabin, and some are very restrictive, so be sure the airline you use allows corgi sized puppies or even adults to fly with you.  Southwest if a favorite, but we have had puppies and dogs fly home on American, United, and Allegiant.  
2. Springfield, Missouri is our airport of choice.  We can sometimes manage St. Louis, but in many cases, you will have to hire someone to take them.  We have people, sometimes, but not always.   Sometimes, it is just not available.  It makes for an 8 hour round trip for us.  We sometimes meet folks half way, in Sullivan or Rolla Missouri, and that seems to always work well. It does mean you will need to rent a car for one day from the St. Louis airport, but according to everyone who does it, it is very simple.  Springfield is small, and you can check in an hour before your flight leaves and be fine.  We meet people regularly there, and have not had any issues.  
3. Make arrangements with us to meet you either at the airport, or at your hotel if you are spending the night in Springfield and flying back the next day.  We are a working farm, so we need plenty of warning to know when we are meeting.  The hand off takes generally 60 to 90 minutes, we have a lot to go over.  You will have a booklet with information on your new family member, the health certificate for the airline, your rabies certificate, the microchip information, food if you are spending the night in the hotel, and a leash.  
4. You have some preparations to be ready, we do too.  In summary:
· Purchase and bring an approved airline carrier.  It needs to be as large as you can to fit under the seat.  Corgi puppies are not tiny, and they are a big dog with short legs.  Airlines want the puppy to be able to stand up and turn around, without touching the top of the carrier, and while that may not be possible it needs to be as large as it can be.  Crates that stand up on their own look bigger, so pay attention to the measurements when you order the carrier.  Our favorite is the large or extra large Sherpa.  If you pick one, send us the info, and we can see if we think it will work.  
· Bring a slip lead, we will send you with one, but you might need a spare.  A slip lead tightens when the dog pulls, so they can’t slip it over their head.  No harnesses.  Adjustable nylon collars work.  Corgi’s are too independent to use a harness to walk or train them, they do better with collars.  
· Bring some poop bags and a small container of baby wipes, just in case of an accident.  Plus a ziplock bag, just in case you need to dispose of an accident.  
· Bring a tiny bowl in case you need to give your puppy a drink, tiny, like a cup, and plastic is best.  We use the smaller disposable food containers.  
· No treats or snacks, it is best if the puppy doesn’t eat on the trip.  If you offer water on a lay over, it should only be a few laps.  
· We will get your puppy used to a travel bag before they go.  We will exercise the puppy before we hand them off.  As Beckie is a veterinarian, she can take care of the health certificate.  
5.  When you check in, be sure the puppy is in the carrier before you approach the desk or get in line.  Don’t act like the puppy is heavy, set the puppy and the carrier close to the desk so it is not obvious you are checking in with a dog.  They will eventually ask you to set the puppy on the scale and they will glance inside, but it is best if you don’t make a big deal of it.  If they ask me how old it is, I generally tell them it is younger than it really is, they don’t generally look that closely at the paperwork, and it is just best if you don’t bring attention to the fact you are flying with a puppy.  People can be very judgmental.  
6. At security, you will need to take the puppy out of the carrier and walk through.  I always travel very lightly when I have a dog in the cabin with me.  Just my wallet and a phone, I check everything else or just have one backpack and the puppy.  At the other side of security, you will need to pup the puppy back in the carrier.  Except at the animal relief area your puppy is to be in the carrier at all times.  
7. At the gate, I always find a corner where no one is around, not close to desk.  We have had the airline employees at the desk question us about the dogs.  It is best to just stay over under the radar.  
8. During the flight, if you puppy is being quiet, ignore it.  The more you react to it, the more it will act out.  A small toy to chew on that does not have a squeaker, might be handy to slip in the bag if needed.  Buy a small benebone or nylabone just in case.  
9. We have a friend who has a business that does a pet nanny service, you hire someone with much experience to fly out, pick up your puppy, and fly it back to you.  If you are interested in this service we can point you in the right direction.  

